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Platinum  Eagles  Join 
U.S.  Mint’s  Budion  Lineup 

by  David  L,  Ganz 


BOWERS  AND  MERENA  

MEANS 

PROFITABLE  RESULTS! 

LET  OUR  Success  Be  Your  Success! 


Whether  your  collection  is 

WORTH  several  million  dollars  (like 
the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  Collection) 
or  several  thousand  dollars,  leading 
collectors  and  dealers  come  to  Auctions 
by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.  for  the 
most  profitable  results! 

We  have  every  reason  to 

BELIEVE  that  you  will  be  pleased 
with  the  outstanding  results 
we  can  achieve  for  you.  i 
From  the  moment  we 
receive  your  coins  we  take 
care  of  everything,  including 
insurance,  security,  advertis- 
ing, worldwide  promotion, 
authoritative  cataloguing, 
award-winning  photography, 
and  everything  else.  All  you 
have  to  do  is  invest  your 
generous  settlement  check. 


Right  now,  Dr.  Richard  A. 

Bagg  (our  Director  of  Auctions) 
and  I are  putting  together  our  1997 
auction  season.  Please  call  us  toll-free 
and  we  will  tell  you  how  you  can 
include  your  coins  in  one  of  our 
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Catalogues  from  our  record- 
breaking  sale  of  The  Louis 
E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  Collection 


AUCTIONS  BY  fiOWERS  AND  jy/^ERENA.  |NC. 


Box  1224  • WOLFEBORO,  NH  03894  • Toll-Free  (800)  458-4646  ■ In  NH  569-5095  • Fax  (603)  569-5319 
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Richard  A.  Bagg 
Director  of  Auctions 





remarkable  events.  It  may 
be  the  most  financially 
rewarding  decision  you 
have  ever  made! 

Let  our  success  be 
YOUR  success!  Consign 

your  coins  to  our  upcoming 
auction  season  featuring 
sales  in  New  York,  Los 
Angeles,  Baltimore,  and 
many  more  major  metro- 
politan areas.  And,  like 
Richard  A.  Eliasberg  and 
over  10,000  other  consign- 
ors, I am  sure  you’ll  be 
pleased  with  the  results! 
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Q.  David  Bowers 
Chairman  of  the  Board 


Dear  Dave  and  Rick: 

I want  to  get  top  market  price  for  my  coins! 
Please  send  me  information  on  including 
my  coins  in  one  of  your  upcoming  sales. 


name 


ADDRESS 


Cl  rv 


SIAIE  ZIP 


DAYTIME  PHONE 


BRIEF  DESCRIPTION  OF  HOLDINGS 


sutmA  j 


rWBI 


rfe  Numismatist 


FEATURES 


U.S.  BULLION  COINS 

Platinum  Eagles  Join  U.S.  Mint’s  Bullion  Lineup 

494  Collectors  and  investors  alike  await  the  arrival  of  the  newest  addition  to  the  United  States 
Mint’s  family  of  bullion  coins. 

David  L.  Ganz 

U.S.  COINAGE 

The  Buffalo  Nickel:  America’s  Handsomest  Coin 

502  Its  bold  design  and  sturdy  composition  make  James  Earle  Fraser’s  Indian  Head  nickel  a 
favorite  among  collectors  of  United  States  coins. 

Michael  E.  Marotta 

U.S.  COLLECTORS  & COLLECTING 

A Collector  Turned  Dealer 

506  A hobbyist  reminisces  about  his  decision  to  become  a professional  numismatist,  even  though 
he  knew  little  about  earning  a livelihood  from  a coin  business. 

John  Koeberg 

SPANISH  NUMISMATICS 

Coins  of  a Dying  Empire 

510  The  abdication  of  Isabella  II  was  the  beginning  of  the  end  for  the  Spanish  monarchy,  a rule 

that  was  beset  by  political  unrest  and  revolution. 

Tom  Lopez 


Not  Actual  Size 

Mirroring  the  politics  of 
the  time,  Spain’s  coinage 
saw  dramatic  changes 
after  the  fall  of  Queen 
Isabella  II  (page  510). 
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The  newest  Eagle  bullion  pieces  will  mark 
the  first  time  the  United  States  Mint  has 
produced  coins  in  platinum  (page  494). 
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As  rugged  as  its  depiction  of  the 
American  bison,  the  Buffalo 
nickel  stood  up  well  to  the  rigors 
of  circulation  (page  502). 
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National  Gold  Exchange  is 

a leading  force  in  the  Rare  Coin 
Industry  with  annual  sales  exceeding 
$75  million.  Incorporated  in  1979, 
this  two  person  coin  company  has 
grown  to  over  30  employees  world- 
wide. NGE  is  your  Source  for  U.S. 

Gold  and  Silver  Rare  Coins.  Whether 
you  are  buying  or  selling,  NGE 
welcomes  your  business. 

* Over  $5  Million  Dollars  in  Raw  & Slab  Inventory 

* Weekly  U.S.  Gold  Shipments  From  Our  European  Offices 

* Daily  Shipments  From  NGC  and  PCGS  Grading  Services 

* Weekly  Inventory  Faxes  and  Raw  Gold  Spreads 

* Full  Service  - Buying/Selling/Consignments/Approvals 

* Financing  and  Terms  Available 

* Overnight  Payment  or  Delivery 

* Honesty&  Integrity  for  Over  20  Years 


ANA  Morgan  Dollar  Special 
NGC  MS64  $30.00  Each  - (Minimum  10  Pcs.) 
Good  Date  Mix 


, Iiic. 

14309  N.  Dale  Mabry  Hwy.,  Tampa,  FL  33618 
Tel.  (813)  969-4111  FAX  (813)-969-4003) 
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The  American  Numismatic  Association 
(ANA),  an  educational,  nonprofit  organiza- 
tion, is  the  largest  and  most  active  numis- 
matic body  in  the  world.  It  invites  and  wel- 
comes to  membership  all  persons  who  have 
a sincere  interest  in  numismatics,  whether 
they  collect  coins,  paper  money,  tokens  or 
medals,  whether  advanced  collectors  or 
those  only  generally  interested  in  the  sub- 
ject. The  ANA  was  founded  in  1891,  and 
claims  more  than  27,000  members  from 
every  state  in  the  Union  and  many  foreign 
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newed in  perpetuity  by  an  Act  of  Congress 
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Present  or  former  ANA  number,  if  any  
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Name  (please  print) 

Street 

City  State  Zip 

Country  Birth  Date 

ANA  Bylaws  require  the  publication  of  each  applicant’s  name  and  state. 

□ Check  here  if  you  DO  NOT  want  your  name  and  address  forwarded  to  the 
ANA  Representative  in  your  area. 

□ Check  here  if  you  would  like  your  name  provided  to  companies  with  offers  we 
feel  may  interest  you. 

I herewith  make  application  for  membership  in  the  American  Numismatic  As- 
sociation, subject  to  the  Bylaws  of  said  Association.  I also  agree  to  abide  by  the 
Code  of  Ethics  adopted  by  the  Association. 


Signature  of  Applicant 

Date 

Signature  of  Proposer  (optional) 

ANA  No. 

Signature  of  Parent  or  Guardian  (required  for  Junior  applicant) 
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Credit  Card  Account  No.  (all  digits)  Expiration  Date  of  Card 


Signature  of  Cardholder  (required) 
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Outside  U.S 36  * 

Student  (age  22  or  younger) 11 

Associate  (child  or  spouse  of  regular  or  Life  member  living  at  member’s  address)  ....4 
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Outside  U.S 108 

5 -Y ear  (individual) 130 

Outside  U.S 180 
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Life  (individual) 7504: 

Life  (senior  citizen) 500  4: 

Life  (club) 1,250  + 

* Plus  $6  application  fee,  first  year  only. 


J Installment  plan  includes  $10  bookkeeping  fee,  deducted  from  final  payment  if 
made  within  90  days  of  application.  Life  membership  not  effective  until  full  fee  is 
paid.  Contact  ANA  for  information  about  multi-year  and  life  membership  discounts. 


Non-Member  Annual  Subscription $ 3 1 

Outside  U.S. $ 41 


Forward  completed  application  and  payment  to  ANA,  818  N.  Cascade  Ave.,  Colorado  Springs, 
CO  80903-3279,  telephone  719/632-2646,  fax  719/634-4085.  Foreign  applications  must  be 
accompanied  by  U.S.  funds  drawn  on  a U.S.  bank. 
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Numismatics  - 
handled 
professionally 


e buy  and  sell  coins  and 
medals,  please  ask  for  our 
auction  catalogues  or 
detailed  free  price  lists  of 
gold  and  silver  coins  from 
all  over  the  world. 


Numismatic  Department 
Aeschenvorstadt  1 
CH-4002  Basel 
Phone  (41-61)288  90  06 
Fax  (41-61)288  66  73 

Frankfurter  Miinzhandlung  GmbH 
Grosse  Bockenheimer  Strasse  44 


D-60313  Frankfurt  a.  M. 
Phone  (49-69)  28  77  77 
Fax  (49-69)  71  401  172 


Numismatic  Department 
Poststrasse  3 
CH-80 10  Zurich 
Phone  (41-1)237  40  40 
Fax  (41-1)  237  23  05 

Credit  de  la  Bourse  SA 
2,  rue  du  4-Septembre 
F-75002  Paris 
Phone  (33-1)47  03  63  00 
Fax  (33-1)42  96  07  45 


Swiss  Bank 
Corporation 


472 


T tl  /•;  ,V  U M I S M A T I S T • 


M A y 19  9 7 


Announcing  NGC^s  Newest  Grading  Tier 


♦ ♦ ♦ 


VarietyPlus 


Do  you  have  variety  coins?  If  so,  it’s  easy  to  use 
VarietyPlus  . . . 

To  submit  coins  for  NGC’s  neic  VarietyPlus  tier, 
you  must  do  so  through  an  authorized  NGC  dealer. 
ANA  members  can  submit  for  VarietyPlus  through  the 
ANA.  The  cost  for  VarietyPlus  is  $20  for  coins  valued 
up  to  $1000.  Turnaround  is  21  working  days . 

For  coins  worth  more  than  $1000,  or  for  quicker 
turnaround,  NGC  offers  variety  attribution  under  its 
other  grading  tiers  for  $5  over  the  regular  tier  price. 

Impartial,  Accurate,  Consistent, 

Use  NQC^s  VarietyPlus  Today! 

Top  100  VAM's  Are 
All  Covered 

VAM-5  is  an  1 878  Morgan 
Dollar  with  8-tailfeathers 
reverse.  Its  obverse  is  dis- 
tinctly doubled,  and  this 
is  most  apparent  at  letters 
RIB  in  E PLURIBUS 
UNUM.  This  example  is 
NGC  graded  MS-64. 


VarietyPlus  Certifies  All  These! 

• Large  cents  by  Sheldon  & Newcomb  numbers;  Early  half 
dollars  by  Overton  numbers; 

• Red  Book  varieties; 

• Varieties  in  The  Cherrypickers’  Guide  (except  “low  inter' 
est”  varieties); 

• Varieties  listed  in  The  Top  100  Morgan  Dollar  Varieties: 
The  VAM  Keys 


Our  new  VarietyPlus  grading  tier  is 
now  available  for  all  popular  vari' 
ety  coins!  And  as  the  new  leader 
in  grading  and  certifying  U.S.  variety  coins, 
NGC  brings  increased  liquidity  to  the  spe- 
cialized variety  area. 

Now,  more  than  ever,  buying  and  selling 
varieties  will  be  safer  and  easier  for  collec- 
tors. That’s  because  our  years  of  experience 
and  our  track  record  for  consistency, 
accuracy,  and  impartiality  will  provide  the 
peace  of  mind  that  comes  from  knowing 
you  can  trust  NGC’s  grading.  With  vari- 
eties already  growing  in  popularity, 
VarietyPlus  by  NGC  will  speed  their  inte- 
gration into  the  mainstream  of  coin  collect- 
ing and  trading. 

It’s  just  one  more  way  we’re  leading  the 
coin  market  into  the  new  millennium 
with  innovative  new  products  that  better 
serve  the  needs  of  the  hobby  and  the 
coin  business. 


NUMISMATIC 
GUARANTY 
CORPORATION 
OF  AMERICA 


For  an  authorized  NGC  dealer  near  you  call: 

l-SOO-NGC-Coin 

P.O.  Box  1776,  Parsippany,  NJ  07054 


NUMISMATIC 
GUARANTY 
CORPORAHON 
OF  AMERICA 


/P^7- f997 
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Are  You  an  Involved  Numismatist? 


Have  you  ever  stopped  to 
think  about  how  few  people 
are  truly  active  coin  collec- 
tors? Not  the  number  who  collect  or 
trade  in  coins,  but  those  who  really 
take  part  in  managing  coin  clubs,  put- 
ting on  shows,  and  exhibiting  or  speak- 
ing. I have  found  that  the  actual  number  is  quite  small. 

By  some  estimates,  there  are  approximately  3 million 
coin  collectors  in  the  United  States.  I think  there  prob- 
ably are  more,  but  that  is  a good,  round  figure.  Of  those, 
about  10  percent  buy  a few  coins  and  books  each  year. 
They  occasionally  read  a coin  publication,  attend  a coin 
show  or  talk  with  other  collectors. 

The  other  90  percent  of  the  coin-buying  community 
are  “closet  collectors,”  who  enjoy  saving  coins  for  one 
reason  or  another,  but  rarely  take  part  in  mainstream  nu- 
mismatic activities.  They  purchase  proof  sets  from  the 
government  or  a few  coins  in  response  to  television  or 
newspaper  ads.  They  are  known  as  the  “tire  kickers”  at 
coin  shows.  While  seen  by  some  as  outsiders,  they  actu- 
ally comprise  the  vast  majority  of  potential  collectors,  as 
well  as  the  future  of  the  hobby. 

The  300,000  core  collectors  who  follow  coins  on  a 
regular  basis  are  further  delineated  by  their  depth  of  in- 
volvement. They  purchase  coins  each  year,  organize 
them  and  track  their  value.  They  buy  selectively  from 
dealers  and  ads  in  coin  publications.  They  occasionally 
read  a numismatic  book  or  attend  a local  coin  show.  Al- 
though they  are  “out  of  the  closet,”  they  still  resist  struc- 
tured hobby  activities.  Only  about  10  percent  of  this 
group  can  be  called  serious  collectors. 

Those  30,000  dedicated  numismatists  are  the  ones 


For  years  ANA  President  Kenneth 
Bressett  has  studied  the  activities  and 
habits  of  coin  collectors,  concluding 
that  no  two  are  exactly  alike.  They 
can,  however,  be  placed  into  identifi- 
able groups.  As  editor  and  marketing 
manager  for  A GUIDE  BOOK  OF 
UNITED  STATES  COINS,  Bressett 
has  helped  determine  printing  runs 
by  estimating  the  total  number  of 
coin  collectors,  and  thus  the  number 
of  potential  book  buyers. 


who  join  the  ANA.  They  belong  to 
local  coin  clubs,  attend  major  coin 
shows,  read  two  or  more  numis- 
matic publications,  and  share  their 
enthusiasm  with  others.  Some  10 
percent  of  them  are  regularly  in- 
volved in  all  phases  of  the  hobby 
and  can  be  called  the  “movers  and  shakers”  who  keep 
things  interesting  for  the  rest  to  enjoy. 

If  you  fit  into  the  “inner  circle”  of  3,000  collectors, 
you  have  reached  a level  that  qualifies  you  to  be  called  a 
numismatist.  Chances  are  you  have  paid  your  dues  by 
years  of  involvement  at  other  interest  levels.  Hopefully 
you  also  are  part  of  the  top  .01  percent  of  all  collectors 
— that  corps  of  300  or  so  who  write,  give  talks,  run  meet- 
ings, put  on  coins  shows  and  make  the  hobby  better  for 
everyone.  These  are  the  collectors  who  really  are  in- 
volved, those  who  get  the  most  out  of  their  hobby. 

How  can  you  participate  or  make  a difference  in  this 
multifaceted  avocation?  It’s  easier  than  you  think.  Pick 
an  area  you  feel  could  use  some  improvement  or  change. 
For  instance,  would  you  like  to  help  broaden  the  inter- 
ests of  our  closeted  brethren  or  change  the  way  United 
States  commemorative  coins  are  marketed?  Do  you  be- 
lieve coin  buyers  need  more  protection  from  greedy  sell- 
ers? Would  you  like  to  bring  a major  coin  show  to  your 
city?  These  goals  are  worth  striving  for,  but  they  can  be 
accomplished  only  by  hard  work. 

No  one  can  do  these  things  alone.  As  an  individual, 
you  can  spur  others  to  action  by  writing  and  speaking. 
Letters  to  the  editors  of  major  coin  publications  can  get 
the  attention  of  thousands  of  readers.  Elect  and  support 
hobby  leaders  at  the  local  and  national  club  level,  and  tell 
them  what  you  want  from  your  organizations. 

The  election  of  ANA  officers,  held  every  tu  o years, 
is  coming  up  soon.  Now  is  the  time  to  decide  who  you 
want  to  pilot  the  Association  for  the  1997-99  term.  As 
an  ANA  member,  you  must  choose  the  best  candi- 
dates. Don’t  rely  on  others  to  do  the  voting;  it  is  up  to 
you  to  make  choices  and  stand  behind  the  winners.  Let 
them  know  how  you  want  your  ANA  to  be  run  in  the 
future.  As  one  of  very  few  truly  dedicated  numismatists 
in  the  world,  it  is  up  to  you  to  be  involved  and  make 
a difference. 


FRO  M W OUR 

PRESIDENT 


BY  KENNETH  BRESSETT 
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Consign  Now 
to  Our  4 
1997  ANA 
Auction 
to  be  held  in 
New  York, 
New  York 


Jumismatic  Auctions,  Inc 


Heritage  Plaza  •100  Hlghlsind  Park  Village  • Dallas.  Texas  75205-2788 
WATS:  1-800-US  COINS  (872-6467)  • In  Dallas:  214-528-3500 
FAX:  214-443-8425  • website:  http://www.herltage-cotn.com 


Auctions  have  been  an  important 
part  of  the  convention  experience  for 
members  of  the  American  Numismatic 
Association,  since  the  early  years 
of  the  centuiy.  Since  1976,  Heritage 
Numismatic  Auctions  has  been  the 
choice  of  the  ANA  for  their  annual 
conventions  more  often  than  any  other 
company.  Actually,  more  than  all  other 
companies  combined. 

Among  other  considerations,  that’s 
because  of  the  thorough 
professionalism  and  dependability 
Heritage  demonstrates  time  after  time. 

Our  award-winning  catalogs  are 
mailed  to  thousands  of  the  nation’s 
most  active  buyers,  and  extensive  pre- 
sale publicity  ensures  the  widespread 
participation  of  all  interested  collectors 
and  dealers. 

ANA: 

We  are  currently  looking  for 
material  for  the 
1997  New  York  ANA 
Immediate  Cash  Available 
Finder’s  Fees  Offered 
to  Third  Parties 

For  Further  Information  Call: 

Bob  Merrill  at  ext.  270 
or  Leo  Frese  at  ext.  294 

1-800-US  COINS 

1-800-872-6467 
(24-hour  voice  mail) 


NUMISMAnC 
CUARAMTY 
COKKMtXnON 
OF  AMBUCA 


^wicm 
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Dealers  Must  Welcome  Novices 


“To  attract  new  collectors  In  sub- 
stantial numbers,  dealers  must 
learn  to  welcome  novices  ...” 

— Donal  F.  Mahoney 
ANA  Member 

I HAVE  BEEN  a serious  collector  of 
coins,  tokens  and  medals  since 
1988,  admittedly  a short  period  of  time.  But  it  has  been 
long  enough  for  me  to  form  my  own  opinions  about  the 
good,  bad  and  occasionally  beautiful  aspects  of  numismat- 
ics as  a hobby. 

The  first  coin  show  I attended  was  a Central  States 
Numismatic  Society  bourse  in  St.  Louis.  There,  I met 
Walter  Anderson,  the  dealer  who  sold  me  my  first  coin 
— a 1939  brilliant-uncirculated  Irish  halfpenny,  one  of 
the  key  dates  in  the  series.  (I  later  discovered  that  Walter 
had  sold  me  an  excellent  example  at  a very  fair  price.)  I 
bought  other  Irish  coins  from  him  on  all  three  days  of 
that  show,  and  I learned  a great  deal  in  the  process.  In 
Walter  I had  met  a decent  man  who  happened  to  be  a 
coin  dealer,  and  I am  grateful  that  he  dealt  gracefully  and 
ethically  with  me  and  my  lack  of  numismatic  knowledge. 

Despite  this  pleasant  initial  experience,  in  six  years,  I 
attended  only  three  coin  shows,  all  during  the  first  year. 
My  experiences  at  these  shows  convinced  me  that  Walter 
Anderson’s  approach  to  collectors — at  shows,  at  least — 
was  a magnificent  exception. 

Although  I understood  from  the  start  why  a busy  dealer 
at  a show  would  have  little  time  for  a novice,  I couldn’t 
understand  why  so  many  dealers  used  arrogance  to  get  rid 
of  me.  I wasn’t  even  given  an  opportunity  to  make  a pest 
of  myself,  and  I had  money  to  spend  whether  I knew 
much  about  coins  or  not.  But  at  that  time  the  hobby  itself 
was  still  crackling  hot,  and  customers  were  plentiful. 

Today  I know  a little  more  about  coins,  and,  with  the 
coin  business  being  comatose  in  comparison  to  what  it 
was  then,  those  same  coin  dealers  might  now  welcome  me 
at  their  tables.  But  I have  no  interest  in  going  to  any  more 
shows;  instead,  I buy  coins  by  mail  from  dealers  I have 
never  met.  In  so  doing,  I have  to  deal  with  only  the  con- 
dition of  the  coins,  not  the  mood  of  their  purveyors. 


Since  that  first  year,  I have  pur- 
chased 98  percent  of  my  coins  by 
mail,  a risk  comparable  to  bungee 
jumping.  I have  tried  local  coin  shops 
and  found  the  dealers  there  affable  in 
comparison  with  dealers  at  shows, 
but  for  my  needs,  their  inventory  is 
wanting.  I now  go  to  coin  shops  for 
supplies  and  little  more. 

Buying  coins  by  mail  has  been  both  rewarding  and  dif- 
ficult. Overall,  good  experiences  have  outnumbered  the 
bad,  but  recently  more  and  more  dealers  in  United  States 
and  world  material  have  sent  me  coins  that  don’t  come 
close  to  the  grades  advertised.  In  the  beginning,  I seldom 
sent  back  overgraded  pieces;  now  they’re  in  the  mail  the 
very  next  day.  I’m  fed  up  with  misrepresentation,  but  I’m 
still  interested  in  coins — much  more  so  than  when  I first 
started  to  collect. 

I recount  these  experiences  here  because  as  a subscriber 
to  just  about  every  coin  journal  there  is.  I’ve  grown  a little 
weary  of  reading  about  the  declining  state  of  the  coin 
hobby.  To  attract  new  collectors  in  substantial  numbers, 
dealers  must  learn  to  welcome  novices;  they  must  learn  to 
help  keep  these  beginners  in  coins  and  not  send  them 
scurrying  to  stamps,  sportscards,  or  salt  and  pepper  shak- 
ers. New  collectors  in  heat  always  buy  the  coin  before  the 
book;  they  need  guidance  from  dealers. 

By  helping  at  this  formative  stage,  dealers  can  assist  at 
the  birth  of  a collector  who  one  day  may  become  a per- 
manent customer.  Rebuffing  novices  will  not  necessarily 
prevent  this  birth,  but  it  will  make  dealing  with  them  later 
something  of  an  adversarial  experience.  New  collectors 
remember  the  dealers  who  helped  or  hindered  their  mat- 
uration in  the  hobby. 

I have  mixed  feelings  about  the  state  of  the  hobby  to- 
day, and  I can’t  say  that  writing  this  has  helped,  because  I 
see  no  apparent  solutions.  Dealers  and  collectors,  good 
and  bad,  will  come  and  go,  but  difficult  dealers  only  add 
to  the  challenge  of  collecting  decent  coins.  Admittedly  a 
problem,  the  latter  only  increase  my  appreciation  for 
helpful  dealers  who  consistently  sell  coins  at  the  grades 
they  advertise.  From  them  I shall  continue  to  buy  coins 
time  and  again.  • 


HEAD 

taIl 


Adapted  with  permission  from  the  Spring  1995  issue  of  THE  CENTINEL,  official  publication  of  the  Central  States  Slumisrnatic 
Society.  Opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the  author  and  do  not  necessarily  represent  the  views  of  the  ASA  or  the  editorial  staf. 
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Collections  • Sets  • Accumulations 
Silver  Dollars  • Type  • Gold 
Commems  • Keys  and  Semi-Keys 

SERVING  THE  COLLECTOR  AND  INVESTOR 

“Over  30  years  experience” 

Integrity  . . . Honesty  . . . Reliability 

• Want  lists  appreciated  • Will  travel  an3rwhere  in  U.S. 

• Highest  prices  paid  • Immediate  payment 

• Purchase  entire  collections  • Bank  references  available 

• PCGS,  NGC  & ANACS  Authorized  Dealer 

CONSULTATIONS-APPRAISALS-MEMBER  ANA,  PNG 

Numismatic  Services,  Inc. 

GARY  ADKINS,  PRESIDENT 

7101  Washington  Ave.,  South  • Edina,  MN  55439 
PNG  #352  800/653-4615  or  612/946-8877  FAX:  612/946-8944  LM  2406 
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When  it’s  time  to  sell  your 
coin  collection, 


Anthony's 


We  Buy  Everything  in  Coins 


needs  your  U.S.  foreign  coin 
coliections  8^  accumulations. 


Gold,  Silver,  Copper,  Certified 
or  Uncertified,  U.S.,  Foreign,  Franklin  Mint, 
Proof  Sets,  Mint  Sets,  Paper  Money,  Stamps 

You’ve  spent  a long  time  collecting  coins.  We  have 
been  dealing  in  coins  a long  time,  since  1958.  Take 
advantage  of  our  knowledge  of  the  current  market.  We 
will  put  in  the  time  to  evaluate  your  entire  holdings. 
Everything  has  value.  Everything  is  paid  for.  We  have 
satisfied  thousands  of  ANA  members.  Anthony’s  is 
willing  to  travel  to  you,  buy  everything  you  have  and  pay 
top  dollar. 


What  To  Do  . . . 

The  process  is  simple.  Just  call,  and  one  of  our 
professional  buyers  will  make  arrangements  to  view  the 
coins  anytime,  anyplace  that  is  convenient  for  you.  If 
you  prefer,  write  us  and  we  will  contact  you.  We  will 
travel  to  your  home,  bank  or  office,  or  you  can  make  an 
appointment  to  visit  our  office  in  Englewood  Cliffs,  Nj. 
All  dealings  completely  confidential. 


Free  Phone  Consultation  . . . Call  Today! 

I -800-45 1 -9645 

(N.|.  residents  please  use  201-871-3705 

WE  WILL  TRAVEL  TO  YOU! 

Immediate  Payment! 


The  Professionals 


1 10  Charlotte  Place,  Box  1523,  Englewood  Cliffs,  N|  07632 
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LETTER 


Reader  Offers  Explanations 
for  Damaged  Half  Dime  Die 

Concerning  Bill  Fivaz’  article  in  the 
February  1997  issue  of  The  Numis- 
matist (“A  Half  Dime  with  a Dam- 
aged Reputation,  p.  156),  I suspect 
the  die  used  to  strike  the  1838  half 
dime  in  question  came  in  contact 
with  some  kind  of  acid  or  acidic  liq- 
uid, after  which  the  die  may  have 
been  laid  aside  and  later  reused.  Or, 
the  die  may  simply  have  rusted.  (I 
prefer  the  first  scenario.)  Whether 
the  mint  technician  never  noticed 
the  damage  or  just  didn’t  care,  we’ll 
probably  never  know. 

Donald  Groves 


The  ANA’S  World  Wide  Web 
site  (www.money.org)  is  very 
informative  for  those  of  us 
who  have  only  small  collec- 
tions. I like  the  fact  that  it 
shows  coins  and  paper  cur- 
rency from  American  history. 
It  makes  me  think  about  ex- 
panding my  collection. 

Justin  Urgitis 


Where  Are  All  the  Half  Dollars? 

Toward  the  end  of  the  previous  cen- 
tury, the  United  States  Mint  repeat- 
edly stamped  out  horrendous  vol- 
umes of  Morgan  silver  dollars,  only 
to  bag  them,  store  them  and  guard 


them  for  decades;  melt  them;  and 
start  the  process  all  over  again.  This 
exercise  in  foolishness  was  the  result 
of  lobbyists  for  the  silver  interests 
pushing  through  various  acts  of 
Congress  (i.e.,  the  Bland-Allison 
Act,  1878;  the  Sherman  Act,  1890; 
and  the  Pittman  Act,  1918). 

This  was  an  expensive  waste  for 
the  taxpayer,  which,  in  all  probably, 
is  being  repeated  today  (sans  melt- 
ing) with  the  half-dollar  denom- 
ination. The  1997  edition  of  the 
“Red  Book”  (R.S.  Yeoman’s  Guide 
Book  of  United  States  Coins)  indi- 
cates that  the  total  Philadelphia  and 
Denver  Mint  production  of  1995 
uncirculated  copper-nickel  half  dol- 
lars was  52,784,000.  Just  like  yester- 
day’s Morgan  dollar,  they  are  largely 
unwanted  and  unused  by  the  gen- 
eral public.  When  did  you  last  see 


Anthony  Swiatek 

Mr.  Commemorative 
"A  Name  You  Can  Trust" 

★ HONESTY  ★ INTEGRITY  ★ 
★ RELIABILITY  ★ 


What  common  date  circulated  nickel  in  your  collection  or  cigar  box  could 
be  worth  several  hundred  dollars?  Can  your  $5  Proof  half  dollar  really  be 
worth  $1800?  Subscribe  to  the  award-winning  SR  and  find  out. 

THE  SWIATEK  REPORT 


I Sample  copy  $4.00  SPECIAL  • ANA  MEMBER  SPECIAL—  $1 9 for  1 2 ISSUES  (REGULARLY  $60) 


FREE  COIN  GRADING 

WANTED  IMMEDIATELY:  YOUR  COINS  AND  CURRENCY 

Mr.  Commem  also  buys  and  sells 
ALL  U.S.  Coinage— NOT  ONLY  COMMEMORATIVES! 

We  attempt  to  pay  the  highest  prices  for  your  coinage, 
currency  or  entire  collection 
as  we  have  been  doing  since  1 968 
FREE  PRICE  LIST! 

♦ Our  jewelry  department,  headed  by  Gloria  Swiatek,  ♦ 


ANA  LM  1099 


Diamonds  Graduate,  Gemological  Institute  of  America  (GIA) 

specializing  in  diamonds,  emeralds  and  pearls,  also  purchases  quality  estate  jewelry 

SWIATEK-MINERVA  COINS  AND  JEWELRY,  LTD. 

Anthony  Swiatek 

516/365-4120  • Fax  516/365-4121,  P.O.  Box  218,  Dept.  A.,  Manhasset,  NY  11030 

Consultant  ANACS  and  NGC 


Past  President 
Society  for  U.S. 
Commemorative  Coins 
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even  one  Kennedy  50-cent  piece  in 
daily  circulation? 

Who  benefits  from  these  vaults 
full  of  copper-nickel  Kennedys?  And 
who  is  paying  for  their  manufacture, 
storage  and  security?  (I’ll  give  you  one 
guess!)  It  seems  reasonable  to  con- 
clude that  the  best  way  to  deal  with 
this  overproduction  is  to  pull  the 
plug.  A more  realistic  measure  of  the 
annual  demand  can  be  ascertained 
by  looking  at  the  1987  mintage  of 
half  dollars,  which  represents  the 
less  than  6,000,000  actually  required 
for  brilliant-uncirculated  mint  sets. 

Does  anyone  have  a more  benevo- 
lent view  of  this  situation?  Perhaps 
some  readers  have  insight  that  I’ve 
overlooked.  As  a famous  philosopher 
once  noted,  “Knowledge  is  what’s 
left  over  after  we  smarten  up.” 

Don  W.  Whaley,  ANA  110036 

Merrill’s  March  Column  Gives 
Lessons  for  Collecting — and  Life 

If  any  readers  missed  Bob  Merrill’s 
“Auction  Insights”  in  the  March 
1997  issue  (“Yakima  to  Europe,” 
p.  334),  they  might  like  to  look  it  up. 
Merrill’s  adventure  with  an  airline 


while  he  was  arranging  for  two  auc- 
tion consignments  for  his  firm  was 
humorous  and  informative. 

He  showed  that  keeping  a sense  of 
humor  in  a trying  situation  is  impor- 
tant for  self-control  and  reducing 
stress.  His  story  also  illustrated  that 
persisting  until  the  job  is  done  pays 
off  in  the  short  and  long  run. 

Many  numismatists — young  and 
old — can  greatly  expand  their  collec- 
tions and  facilitate  other  endeavors 
by  applying  what  Merrill  subtly 
teaches  in  this  column.  I look  for- 
ward to  the  next  “Auction  Insights.” 

Howard  A.  Daniel  III,  LM  934 

Just  Say  the  Magic  Word 

I am  writing  to  you  to  let  you  know 
of  the  power  of  uttering,  “My  next 
telephone  call  will  be  to  the  ANA.” 

Last  September,  I ordered  some 
coins  from  an  advertisement  in  a 
popular  numismatic  newspaper  by  a 
company  touting  itself  as  a life  mem- 
ber of  the  American  Numismatic  As- 
sociation. When  I received  nothing 
by  November,  I contacted  the  firm. 
Its  representatives  said  the  coins  had 


been  sent  via  insured  mail  and  that 
they  would  send  me  a USPS  claim 
form,  which  I should  fill  out  and  re- 
turn to  them.  I received  the  form  in 
early  December  and  returned  it  the 
same  day. 

Almost  two  months  passed,  with 
no  word  about  my  order.  In  mid 
February  I made  several  attempts  to 
call  the  dealer’s  customer  service 
department  {not  a toll-free  number). 
I then  called  the  “800”  number,  ex- 
plained my  problem  and  asked  to  be 
transferred  to  customer  service.  The 
gentleman  on  the  other  end  said,  “I 
can’t  possibly  do  that,  sir.” 

I said,  “Fine.  You  leave  me  no 
choice  but  to  call  the  ANA.”  I was 
immediately  connected  to  customer 
service,  and  the  coins  were  in  my 
hands  within  72  hours.  Obviously, 
the  ANA  carries  a lot  of  clout  in  the 
coin  world. 

MarkTiemens,  ANA  169917 

Date  of  Seward-Verplanck 
Gubernatorial  Race  in  Error 

A caption  in  Pete  Smith’s  column 
in  the  March  1997  issue  (“Seward 
and  Verplanck  Were  Not  Twins,” 
p.  285)  noted  that  the  pictured 
medals  were  issued  for  the  “1934 
New  York  gubernatorial  race.”  Actu- 
ally, the  medals  were  issued  in  75’34. 
I just  wanted  to  point  out  this  small 
typographical  error  and  commend 
your  excellent  magazine.  (I  especially 
like  “Consumer  Report”  by  Kenneth 
Bressett.)  Keep  up  the  good  work! 

Andrew  Schloss,  ANA  170217 

Editor’s  note:  We  accept  full  re- 
sponsibility for  the  error,  with  apolo- 
gies to  the  author  and  our  readers! 

Direct  correspondence  to  ^Letters,"  THE 
NUMISMATIST,  SIS  North  Cascade  Ave- 
nue, Colorado  Springs,  CO  S0903-i21'i;fax 
71 9/6S4-40S5;  or  E-rnail  antiedi®rnoney.org. 


THE  FLIPSIDE 


BY  LARRY  ROGAK  & A.  J.  TOOS 
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Five  Reasons  Why  Art  Kagin 
Should  Be  ANA’s  Next  Vice  President 


1 . He  has  been  a leader  in  all  phases  of  numismatics  for  the 
past  fifty  years. 

2.  He  has  conducted  more  coin  auction  sales  including  the 
biggest  ANA  sale  of  them  all—l  977—5,400  lots. 

3.  He  has  given  more  than  $100,00.00  in  cash  and  coins  to 
the  ANA. 

4.  He  was  one  of  the  original  founders  of  Professional 
Numismatist  Guild  and  President  1963-64. 

5.  He  has  always  been  a leader  in  education  (was  known  as 
the  Dean  of  Numismatics  at  Roosevelt  University  where  he 
was  instrumental  in  having  an  accredited  course  given 
about  coins).  His  three  children  and  seven  grandchildren 
are  all  life  members  of  ANA. 


With  Kagin  Again  On  the  Board,  the 
ANA  Will  Continue  to  Go  Forward  and  Grow 


HH 1 <’ 


R723002B 


19437 


M 
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Paid  for  by  the  Committee  to  Elect  Art  Kagin,  Harry  Forman  Chairman,  LM  358,  518  Ryers  Ave.,  Cheltenham,  PA  19012 
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UNITED  STATES: 

Surcharges  to  Help 
Botanic  Gardens  Bloom 

On  February  21,  the  United  States 
Mint  released  a silver  dollar  com- 
memorating the  United  States  Bo- 
tanic Garden,  a living  museum  of 
flowers  and  plants  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  celebrating  the  vision  of  our 
founding  fathers,  including  George 
Washington,  Thomas  Jefferson  and 
James  Madison.  In  1820  President 
James  Monroe  signed  legislation 
that  led  to  creation  of  what  is  now 
the  oldest  continually  operating 
botanic  garden  in  the  United  States. 
A portion  of  the  proceeds  from  the 
sale  of  the  1997  commemoratives 
will  go  to  the  National  Fund  for  the 
United  States  Botanic  Garden. 

The  dollar’s  obverse,  by  Edgar  Z. 
Steever,  depicts  the  garden’s  French 
facade;  the  reverse,  by  William  C. 


Cousins,  features  a rose,  America’s 
national  flower.  Both  Steever  and 
Cousins  are  sculptor/engravers  at 
the  U.S.  Mint.  Public  Law  103-328, 
signed  by  President  Clinton  on  Sep- 
tember 29,  1994,  calls  for  the  mint- 
ing of  not  more  than  500,000  coins. 

The  1997  Botanic  Garden  dollar, 
struck  in  .900  fine  silver,  is  available 
individually  in  proof  (Option  #B67) 
for  $37  and  uncirculated  (#B68)  for 
$32.  An  uncirculated  Botanic  Gar- 
den dollar,  along  with  an  uncircu- 
lated 1997  Jefferson  nickel  and  a 
current  uncirculated  $1  bill  from 
the  Richmond,  Virginia,  Federal  Re- 
serve Bank,  comprise  a “Coinage 
and  Currency”  set  (#B70)  for  $41 
(limited  to  25,000  sets). 

A proof  Botanic  Garden  dollar  is 
included  in  the  U.S.  Mint’s  “last 
ever”  prestige  set  (#B69),  priced  at 
$48  (limited  to  80,000  sets).  The 
Mint  has  offered  prestige  sets  annu- 
ally since  1983. 

To  order  the  1997  U.S.  Botanic 
Garden  dollar,  contact  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Treasury,  United  States 
Mint,  Customer  Service  Center, 
10003  Derekwood  Ln.,  Lanham, 
MD  20706-2255,  telephone  800/ 
MINT-USA  (800/646-8872). 


The  obverse  of 
the  1 997  United 
States  Botanical 
Garden  silver  dollar 
depicts  the  garden’s 
multi-arched  French 
facade.  Renderings  of 
a rose  (America’s 
national  flower)  and 
a rose  garland  grace 
the  coin’s  reverse. 
All  specimens  will  be 
struck  by  the 
Philadelphia  Mint. 


MEXICO: 

New  Designs,  New  Sizes 
for  Silver  Libertad  Coins 

Mexico’s  1996  silver  Libertad  coins, 
recently  released  by  Banco  de  Mex- 
ico, feature  the  first  design  change 
since  the  series’  inception  in  1982. 
The  obverse  carries  a revised  image 


Not  Actual  Size 

Banco  de  Mexico  introduced  revised 
“Winged  Victory”  motif  on  1 996  silver 
Libertad  coins,  as  well  as  new  2-  and  5- 
ounce  sizes. 


of  Winged  Victory  (also  referred  to 
as  an  angel).  The  1996  Libertad  is- 
sue also  introduces  two  new  sizes — 
2-  and  5-ounce  coins  join  the  1-,  V2-, 
V4-,  Vio-  and  V20-  ounce,  .999  fine 
silver  pieces.  The  diameter  of  each 
coin  has  been  increased. 

Mexico’s  1996  Libertads  are  avail- 
able from  Panda  America,  official 
distributor  for  Banco  de  Mexico,  at 
the  following  retail  prices:  1 ounce, 
$9.95;  2 ounces,  $24.95;  and  5 
ounces,  $49.  A five-piece  set  com- 
prising 1-,  V2-,  '/4-,  Vio-  and  V20- 
ounce  coins  is  $27.95.  Please  add 
$5.50  for  shipping  and  handling. 
To  order,  write  to  Panda  .\merica, 
3460  Torrance  Blvd.,  Suite  100, 
Forrance,  G.\  90503,  or  telephone 
800/4-  PAN  DAS  (800/472  -63  2 7). 
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UNITED  KINGDOM: 

1 997  Proof  Set  Includes 
First  Circulating  £2  Coin 

The  British  Royal  Mint  has  intro- 
duced the  1997  United  Kingdom 
proof  set,  which  includes  Britain’s 
first  circulating  £2  coin,  plus  a £5 
“wedding  crown”  marking  the  50th 
anniversary  of  the  marriage  of  Queen 
Elizabeth  II  and  Prince  Philip.  The 
10-coin  proof  set  also  contains  the 
1997  £1  coin  (fourth  in  a series,  fea- 
turing the  royal  crest  of  England) 
and  both  old-  and  new-size  50  pence. 
It  is  available  in  a standard  case  for 
$49.95  or  deluxe  case  for  $59.95. 

The  United  Kingdom’s  first  circu- 
lating £2  coin  is  a 28.4mm,  bimetal- 
lic piece;  the  inner  disc  is  silver- 
hued  copper-nickel,  while  the  outer 
portion  is  gold-colored  nickel-brass. 


The  United  Kingdom’s  1 997  proof  set  includes  Britain’s  first  circulating  £2  coin 
(top  right),  a bimetallic  piece  representing  technological  advances  from  the  Iron 
Age  to  the  Internet.  The  set  also  contains  a 50th  Wedding  Anniversary  £5  crown 
(left),  and  a £1  coin  (bottom  right)  featuring  the  royal  crest  of  England. 


“The  Coin 
Collectors’  Choice” 


for 

ANA 

Board  of  Governors 


Gary  £•  Lewis 

^1 


Ballots  in  The  Numismatists  June 


issueULJ 


ELECT 


Write  me  to  discuss  any  issue  regarding 

the  ANA  or  the 

Wonderful  Hobby  of  Numismatics 

Faiil  tor  by  Gary 

P.O.  Box  151391,  Cape  Coral,  FL  33915 


• Collector  since  1955 

• ANA  member  since 
1960— LM  999 

• Profession — Accountant 
and  Financial  Planner 

• Devoted  to  numismatic 
educaton  and  young 
numismatists 

• Former  ANA  Chief 
Exhibit  Judge,  National 
Coin  Week  Chairman, 
and  Chairman  ANA 
Audit  Committee 

• Former  Secretary  of 
SPMC,  FUN  Board  Member 

• Former  President  of 
six  local  and  regional 
coin  clubs 

• Presently  ANA  Governor 
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Peace  through  Coinage 

^ numismatic  initiative  for  the  Year  2000 

Continued  from  last  month  for  your  collecting  pleasure  is  a list  of  some  modern  coins  with  designs,  symbols  or 
inscriptions  signifying  peace,  as  compiled  hy  Raymond  Lloyd  of  London,  England. 

Tonga 

1 pa’anga 

1985 

Peace  on  Earth 

Turkey 

1 ,000  lira 

1986 

Year  of  Peace 

10,000  lira 

1986 

Peace  at  Home 

5,000  hra 

1992 

Peace  and  Harmony 

50,000  lira 

1992 

Welcome  Expelled  Jew 

500,000  lira 

1992 

Peace 

Turks  & Caicos 

5 crowns 

1994 

Edge  inscribed  “Peace” 

Ukraine 

20,000  karhovantsi 

1995 

United  Nations/Peace 

200,000  karhovantsi 

1995 

United  Nations/Peace 

U.S.S.R. 

1 rouble 

1986 

Year  of  Peace 

United  Kingdom 

2 pounds 

1995 

Peace  and  Goodwill 

2 pounds 

1995 

United  Nations/Peace 

Uruguay 

1 0 pesos 

1995 

United  Nations/Peace 

• continued  next  month 

— Kenneth  Bressett 

MINI  SLAB 
COIN  HOLDERS 

Cat#  “CAPS”  case 
Size:  2”  x 3” 
Imprinted  in  gold 
Two  free  labels 
for  your  identification 
Colors:  Black  or  White 
Please  state  coin  size 
Coins  are  not  included 

Internet  Catalog: 
http://www.capitalplastics.com 


Capita  manufactures 
many  different  holders 
and  displays  for 
coins,  currency, 
cards,  stamps,  etc. 
Send  $1  for  Catalog 
Capital  Collectors  Plastics 
PO  Box  543ANA 
Massillon,  Ohio  44648-0543 


2 Currency  Collector's  Asst 


The  Currency  Collector's  Assistant  ($79.95) 
is  a comprehensive  program  for  manag- 
ing a paper  money  collection.  It  includes 
a complete  database  of  all  US  paper 
money  based  on  FYiedberg's  14th  edi- 
tion Paper  Monev  of  the  US.  It  includes  a 
$ 1 0 off  coupon  for  greensheet  values 
from  con. 

• over  40  information  fields  per  item  with  picture  support 

• group  currency  into  collections  as  desired 

• flexible  report  generator— user  controlled  sorts,  selects 
and  formats  (also  Labels  & Index  card  formats) 

• suitable  for  World  currency  collectors 

• collector  fir  investor  modes  of  tracking  purchase  info 

• comprehensive  storage  and  insurance  tracking 

• User  Manual,  context-sensitive  help  and  interactive  guide 

Coin  Sc  Currency  Pack— $94.90 


SPECIAL  OFFER 


Orders— Phone  800-219-0257  if  paying  by  Credit  card 
or  mail  to:  Carlisle  Development  Corp.,  P.O.  Box  291, 
Carlisle,  MA  01741.  Add  $4.95  SfirH.  (MA  residents  add  5% 
sales  tax).  Requuires  Windows™  3. 1 or  95. 

30  day  unconditional  return  privilege 
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The  coin’s  reverse  motif,  by  Norfolk 
art  teacher  Bruce  Rushin,  was  se- 
lected from  more  than  1,200  entries 
in  an  open  competition. 

The  £2  reverse  is  divided  into  four 
sections,  each  representing  a stage  in 
man’s  technological  development. 
The  central  area  shows  a typical  Iron 
Age  metalwork  pattern  with  a latent 
feature:  tilting  the  coin  makes  four, 
separate  whorls  change  into  a pattern 
of  eight,  intertwined  whorls.  On  the 
first  ring  around  the  central  area,  a 
sequence  of  cogs  and  wheels  repre- 
sents 18th-century  industrial  devel- 
opment in  Britain.  The  second  ring, 
featuring  a pattern  derived  from  a 
silicon  chip,  symbolizes  advances  of 
the  computer  age.  The  gold-colored 
outer  ring,  with  its  web  of  intercon- 
necting lines,  represents  today’s  in- 
stantaneous communication  and  to- 


morrow’s technology. 

A brilliant-uncirculated  (BU)  £2 
coin  in  a presentation  folder  is 
priced  at  $6.95.  The  £2  also  is  avail- 
able in  proof  22kt  yellow/red  gold 
for  $525  and  silver/gold-plated  silver 
for  $47.95  (mintages  of  2,500  and 
40,000,  respectively).  All  but  the 
gold  proof  carry  the  edge  inscription 
STANDING  ON  THE  SHOULDERS 
OE  GIANTS,  part  of  a quote  from  Sir 
Isaac  Newton,  past  master  of  the 
Royal  Mint  (“If  I have  seen  further, 
it  is  by  standing  on  the  shoulders 
of  giants”). 

A 1997  brilliant-uncirculated  set, 
without  the  £5  wedding  crown,  is 
$19.95.  A BU  £5  is  available  in  a pre- 
sentation folder  for  $14.95;  a BU 
1997  £1  is  priced  at  $6.95. 

Place  orders  with  the  British  Royal 
Mint,  P.O.  Box  772570,  Woodside, 


NY  11377-2570,  telephone  toll  free 
800/221-1215.  Please  add  $3.95 
postage  and  handling  per  order;  New 
York  residents  should  add  sales  tax. 

CANADA: 

Tokens  Mark  Coin  Week 

The  Elks  Lodge  of  Wildwood,  Al- 
berta, Canada,  has  issued  two  $3 
tokens  commemorating  “World 
Coin  Week”  1997  (celebrated  April 
20-26).  The  tokens  are  available  in 
copper,  nickel-silver  or  brass  for 
CAN$3  each;  antiqued  or  silver- 
plated  copper  for  CAN$4  each; 
gold-plated  copper  for  CAN$6.45; 

1- ounce  silver  for  CAN$31.50;  and 

2- ounce  silver  for  CAN$47.50.  Send 

orders  to  Wildwood  Elks  Lodge 
#411,  P.O.  Box  22,  Wildwood,  Al- 
berta TOE  2M0,  Canada.  • 


"Scott  Travers,  as  Vice  President  of  ANA,  will  bring  a 
great  depth  of  knowledge,  and  good  old-fashioned 
common  sense  that  will  surely  benefit  not  only  the 
ANA  but  the  entire  hobby." 

— Q.  DAVID  BOWERS,  celebrated  author 
and  former  ANA  President 


ELECT 

scon  A.  TRAVERS 

ANA  VICE  PRESIDENT 

For  g fresh,  new  start. 

Bold  leadership  for  the  dawn  of  a new  century. 

• Author  of  The  Coin  Collector's  Survival  Manual 

and  other  avy'ord-winning  books 

• Author  of  the  ANA's  Balanced  Budget  Motion 

"Scott  Travers  for  Vice  President  is  positive  protection  for  the 
future  of  the  hobby.  Scott  will  bring  to  the  table  experience, 
knowledge  and  integrity,  along  with  an  already 
impressive  record  of  accomplishments. 

ROBERT  BRUEGGEMAN,  Executive  Director,  PNG 

"A  vote  for  Scott  Travers  as  ANA  Vice  President  is  a vote  for 
exceptionally  strong  leadership." 

R.W.  JULIAN,  numismatic  author,  schoiar  and  researcher 


. one  of  the  most  knowledgeable  and 
influential  coin  experts  in  the  world." 

- BLOOMBERG  BUSINESS  RADIO 


INTERNET  CAMPAIGN  HEADQUARTERS 
http://members.aol.com/ANAVP2B/lndGX.html 


"His  high  intelligence  and  energy,  and  his  comprehension  of  all 
the  merits  of  all  hobby  factions  equip  Scott  Travers  to  serve  the 
ANA  well  on  the  eve  of  a new  century." 

MARGO  RUSSELL,  former  longtime  Coin  Worfd  editor 


PAID  FOR  BY  TRAVERS  FOR  ANA  VICE  PRESIDENT,  ED  REITER,  CHAIRMAN  P.O.  Box  1711,  FDR  Station,  New  York,  NY  101501711  tel.  212/535-9136 
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Ancient  coins  of  the  highest  quality 

Gold  and  silver  coins  of  the  world  for  collectors 

Coins  bought,  sold  and  valued 

Auctions 


Leu  Numismatics 


Leu  Numismatics  Ltd 

In  Gassen  20  CH-8001  Zurich  Switzerland 

Telephone  (from  the  US)  011  411211  47  72  Telefax  21 1 46  86 
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Let’s  Give  the  Hobby  Back  to  the  Collector’ 


VOTE 


Robert  (Bob)  Campbell 

for  ANA  Governor 

> INTEGRITY 

I EDUCATION 

> EXPERIENCE 

“During  a lifetime  spent  immersed  in  every  phase  of  numismatics,  including  22  years  of 
involvement  at  the  local  and  national  level  and  13  years  as  an  ANA  life  member,  I have  met 
many  of  you  as  the  National  Coordinator  of  the  ANA  Representative  Program,  as  a Summer 
Conference  instructor,  as  Regional  Co-ordinator,  District  Delegate,  Club  Representative  or 
fellow  numismatic  club  member.  Now  1 ask  for  your  vote  to  help  guide  the  ANA  into  the  next 
century,  firmly  committed  to  support  the  collector  through  education.” 


“Bob  Campbell  has  a long  record  of  dedication  to  the  coin  hobby. 
His  work  as  ANA  National  Coordinator  for  Club  Representatives\ 
shows  his  abilities  and  insight  into  what  is  needed  to  manage  the 
association  in  a way  that  will  benefit  everyone.” 

— Ken  Bressett,  ana  President 

“Having  known,  passed  time  with  and  been  an  occasional 
customer  of  Bob’s  for  more  than  a decade,  I have  learned  to 
respect  his  opinions.  Bob’s  enthusiasm  for , and  commitment  to 
the  total  hobby  community  is  definitely  beyond  question.” 

Clifford  M.ishler,  President,  Krause  Puhlicationsl 


Candidate  for  ANA  Governor 


“Your  forward  thinking  will  play  a big  part  in  future  tough 
decisions  that  will  be  required,  and  your  opemmindedness 
will  enable  you  to  seek  compromise  in  situations  where 
others  would  see  only  their  way  of  thinking.  ” 

— Bill  FivCtZ,  author,  educator  and  former  AN  A governor 


“1  have  found  Bob  to  be  honest,  knowledgeable,  but  most  of  all, 
interested  in  the  future  of  the  coin  collecting  hobby.  The  sincerity 
in  which  he  demonstrates  this  desire  is  recognizable  in  every 
conversation  one  has  with  Bob  regarding  numismatics . ” 

—Robert  Brueggeman,  Executive  Director,  PNG  I 


“Bob  Campbell  is  a dedicated  numismatist  who  has  the  best 
interests  of  ANA  and  its  membership  at  heart.  He  would  be  a 
decided  asset  as  a member  of  the  Board  of  Governors  and  I 
would  urge  your  support.” 

—Stephen  R.  Taylor,  former  ana  [yresident 


“I  find  Bob  to  be  forthright  in  his  comments  and  eager  to  further 
numismatic  education  to  young  and  old  alike . He  freely  gives  of 
his  time  and  talent  to  this  endeavor.  Bob  would  be  a spark  on  the 
American  Numismatic  Association’s  Board  of  Governors  which 
could  help  light  up  the  Association.  ” 

— hAciry  ScmVCiin,  farmer  ANA  Certification  Service  grader 


“Each  year  that  I have  known  him.  Bob  Campbell’s  long-term 
interest  in  and  dedication  to  our  hobby  becomes  more  of  a 
stand-out,  and  I truly  believe  that  his  addition  to  the  AN  As  team 
of  Governors  would  be  most  worthwhile.” 

— Don  BonS6T,  columnist  for  the  NUMISMATIST  and 

former  ANACS  grader 


I’.iiil  for  hy  ilie  C to  Elect  lV)h  C^iimpEclI,  Kcniictli  L.  Hallcnlx-ck,  ANA  LM  1400,  C'hairinan,  71 1 N.  Nevada  Avc.,  Colorado  Springs,  CO  8090^ 
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OUR  NEXT 


dotn 

SUMMER  MAIL  BID  SALE 

featuring 

FOREIGN  AND  ANCIENT  GOLD 
SILVER  AND  COPPER  COINS 
UNITED  STATES  COINS 
AND  UNITED  STATES  PAPER  MONEY 

will  be  held  on 

Wednesday,  July  16, 1997 

Included  will  be 

Ancient  Greek,  Roman  and  Byzantine  Coins  in  Gold,  Silver  and  Bronze; 
Medieval  and  Modern  World  Gold,  Silver  and  Minor  Coins; 

United  States  Coins  in  all  Metals 


NOW  ACCEPTING  CONSIGNMENTS 
FOR  OUR  FALL  MAIL  BID  SALE, 
NOVEMBER  5, 1997 


123  West  57th  Street,  New  York,  NY  10019  • Telephone:  (212)  582-5955  or  Fax  (212)  582-1946 

For  62  Years,  America's  Oldest  and  Largest  Rare  Coin  Dealer  and  Leading  Coin  Auctioneer. 
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Annual  Program  Proposed 
for  U.S.  Olympic  Coins 

To  correct  problems  of  the  past,  a 
new  program  has  been  proposed  for 
United  States  Olympic  commemora- 
tive coins.  In  making  the  proposal  to 
offer  a new  series  each  year,  John 
Krimsky  Jr.,  deputy  secretary  general 
of  the  U.S.  Olympic  Committee 
(USOC),  noted  that  pre\dous  collec- 
tor purchases  of  U.S.  Olympic  com- 
memorative coins  have  helped  pay  the 
cost  of  training  American  athletes.  At 
the  same  time,  he  acknowledged  that 
the  1995-96  coin  program  for  the 
Games  in  Adanta  was  “too  ambitious” 


and  discouraged  collectors. 

Recognizing  the  United  States  as 
the  only  major  nation  that  does  not 
subsidize  its  athletes,  Krimsky  told 
the  U.S.  Mint’s  Citizens  Commemo- 
rative Coin  Advisory  Committee 
(CCCAC)  that  the  USOC  proposes 
an  annual  commemorative  silver  dol- 
lar. The  issues  would  begin  in  the 
year  2000  with  a coin  bearing  the 
theme  of  “world  peace.”  Mintage 
would  be  limited  to  500,000  pieces, 
with  a suggested  $10  surcharge. 

Krimsky  says,  as  a goodwill  ges- 
ture, the  USOC  is  offering  to  pur- 
chase “substantial  quantities”  of  the 
unsold  coins  from  the  1995-96 
Olympic  program  and  will  assist  in 
or  take  over  the  marketing  of  the 
coins  in  the  new  program.  Despite 
these  assurances,  the  proposal  faces 
an  uphill  battle  in  Congress. 


World  Mint  Directors 
Say  “Curb  Commems” 

Mint  directors  from  the  Nether- 
lands, France  and  Israel  have  called 
for  a reduction  in  the  number  of 
commemorative  coins  issued  by  all 
mints.  Speaking  individually  at  the 
Basel  Coin  Fair  in  Switzerland  early 
this  year,  the  three  directors  indi- 
cated that  more  is  not  always  better. 

Chris  van  Draanen,  master  of  the 
Dutch  Mint,  called  collectors  “our 
golden  clients,”  who  should  not  be 
abused.  Emmanuel  Constans,  direc- 
tor of  the  Monnaie  de  Paris,  said  “All 
mints,  including  the  French,  have 
issued  too  many  coins.”  Shalom  Peri, 
managing  director  of  the  Israel  Gov- 
ernment Coin  and  Medals  Corpora- 
tion, said  that  “too  many  coins  have 
placed  great  pressure  on  collectors.” 


Dedicated, 

Focused, 

Effective! 


TO  DATE: 


WILL 

ROSSMAN 

ANA  GOVERNOR 


TO  DO: 


The  hJEWmisrruitist  - passed  measures  enabling  a more 
readable  and  interesting  monthly  magazine. 

LIVING  LEGACY  - spearheaded  organized  fund 
raising  through  a new  professional  development  program  and 
foundation. 

TetirnAN  A - the  communications  tool  to  facilitate 
member  contributions  to  the  leadership  effort  and  to 
promote  teamwork. 


SHERLOCK!  - intelligent  actions  to  move  the 
ANA  into  the  21st  century  with  computer  services  and  on 
the  Internet. 

YOUNG  GUNS  - a continuing  effort  to  reach 

and  teach  junior  and  emerging  numismatists,  and  attract  new 

hobbyists. 

Additionally , Governor  Rossman  will  continue  to  [present  measures  f>romoting 
fiscal  solvency  and  operational  efficierwy  for  the  ANA. 


Paid  for  by  the  Committee  to  Re-elect  Will  Rossman,  Laurence  P.  Baber,  LM2968,  Oiamruin 
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Not  Actual  Size 

For  the  second  consecutive  year,  the 
World  Gold  Council  has  declared  Aus- 
tria’s Philharmonic  gold  bullion  pieces 
the  best-selling  international  invest- 
ment coins. 

Austrian  Gold  a Top  Seller 

Austria’s  gold  bullion  coin  was 
named  the  world’s  best-selling  in- 
vestment coin  for  the  second  consec- 
utive year  and  for  the  third  time  in 
the  last  five  years.  World  Gold 
Council  statistics  show  that  1996 
sales  of  the  .9999  fine  gold  piece,  part 
of  the  Austrian  Mint’s  Philharmonic 
series,  totaled  403,584  troy  ounces, 
or  40  percent  of  total  global  sales  for 
all  competing  gold  bullion  coins. 

Paul  Berger,  master  and  president 
of  the  Austrian  Mint,  says  buyers 
in  the  United  States  and  South  Korea 
led  the  way  in  sales  of  the  Austrian 
bullion  coins.  “Despite  the  robust 
performance  of  equities  around  the 
world,  gold  bullion  coin  sales  re- 
mained significant  in  1996,”  Berger 
e.xplains,  adding  that  continued 
global  investment  in  gold  bullion  un- 
derlines its  importance  to  investors. 

Congressional  Action 
Impacts  Numismatics 

Under  proposed  congressional  legis- 
lation, individual  retirement  ac- 
counts (IRAs)  could  include  numis- 


matic and  bullion  investments.  The 
“Savings  and  Investment  Incentive 
Act  of  1997,”  which  is  being  called 
the  “Super  IRA”  bill,  was  introduced 
into  the  House  of  the  new  105th 
Congress,  where  it  reportedly  is  ex- 
pected to  pass. 

Designed  to  enlarge  and  liberalize 
individual  retirement  savings,  the 
proposal  will  open  IRA  accounts  to: 

• Any  coin  issued  as  legal  tender  or 
issued  under  the  laws  of  any  state 
that  is  certified  by  a recognized  grad- 
ing service  and  traded  on  a nationally 
recognized  electronic  network. 

• Any  gold,  silver,  platinum  or 
palladium  bullion  piece  of  a fineness 
equal  to  or  exceeding  the  minimum 
fineness  required  for  metal  that  may 
be  satisfactorily  delivered  as  a regu- 
lated futures  contract  subject  to  reg- 
ulation by  the  Commodities  Futures 
Trading  Commission  under  the 
Commodities  Exchange  Act. 

In  another  matter  affecting  nu- 
mismatics, appointments  were  made 
to  the  House  Banking  subcommittee 
that  oversees  coins  and  paper  money. 
Representative  Michael  N.  Castle 
(R-Delaware)  retains  his  chairman- 
ship of  the  committee,  with  Repre- 
sentative Floyd  Flake  (D-New  York) 
serving  as  the  ranking  Democrat. 

Republican  majority  members  of 


the  committee  include  Bob  Burr, 
Georgia;  John  Fox,  Pennsylvania; 
Steve  LaTourette,  Ohio;  Frank  Lo- 
Biondo,  New  Jersey;  Frank  Lucas, 
Oklahoma;  Jack  Metcalf,  Washing- 
ton; Bob  Ney,  Ohio;  Ron  Paul, 
Texas;  J.C.  Watts,  Oklahoma;  and 
Dave  Weldon,  Florida. 

Democratic  members  on  the  mi- 
nority side  include  Paul  Kanjor- 
ski,  Pennsylvania;  Joe  Kennedy, 
Massachusetts;  and  Carolyn  Mal- 
oney and  Nydia  Velasquez,  both  of 
New  York.  Independent  Bernard 
Sanders  also  serves  on  the  minority 
side  of  the  committee. 

Phony  $ 1 00  Bills  Reported 

Less  than  a year  after  the  United 
States  released  its  Series  1996  $100 
Federal  Reserve  notes  augmented  by 
anti-counterfeiting  measures,  phony 
bills  have  turned  up  in  St.  Peters- 
burg, Russia.  Three  men  were  ar- 
rested, and  $1.8  million  of  the  fake 
notes  were  recovered. 

Descriptions  of  the  quality  of  the 
counterfeit  U.S.  notes  range  from 
“good”  to  “inferior.”  According  to 
St.  Petersburg  authorities,  the  bogus 
bills  reproduced  all  of  the  anti-coun- 
terfeiting details.  However,  Wash- 
ington officials  claim  the  “funny 


Bogus  copies  of  the  newly  redesigned  $100  United  States  Federal  Reserve  note 
(shown)  have  turned  up  in  Russia,  less  than  a year  after  the  genuine  bills  were  issued. 


490 


Till-:  M i' M I s M .1  T I s r • Ml)  /vy: 


money”  has  the  same  characteristics 
associated  with  photocopies.  Re- 
gardless of  their  quality,  this  is  the 
first  reported  attempt  to  counterfeit 
the  new,  copy-proof  $100  notes. 

Museum  Goes  Interactive 

London’s  Victoria  and  Albert  Mu- 
seum’s popular  Silver  Galleries  now 
offers  an  interactive,  multimedia  pro- 
gram. In  the  Discovery  Area,  visitors 
can  explore  the  technical,  sociologi- 
cal and  historical  aspects  of  silver. 

By  simply  touching  silver  coins 
buried  beneath  a re-created  London 
street  scene,  visitors  can  travel  at 
their  leisure  through  nine  different 
periods  of  history.  With  the  aid  of 
sound,  photographs  and  computer 
animation,  virtual  visitors  can  roam 
from  ancient  times  to  the  present. 


New  $1  Coin  Proposed 

Representative  James  Kolbe,  the 
Arizona  Republican  who  chairs  the 
House  Appropriations  Committee, 
has  proposed  another  new  United 
States  $1  coin  to  replace  its  paper 
equivalent.  Although  not  his  first 
attempt  to  create  a new  dollar  coin, 
Kolbe  feels  this  current  proposal 
stands  a good  chance  of  passage. 

Congressman  Michael  N.  Castle 
(R-Delaware),  who  chairs  the  House 
subcommittee  that  oversees  coinage, 
reportedly  is  of  a different  opinion. 
He  says  there  is  no  public  clamor  to 
eliminate  the  $1  bill. 

Banking  Goes  Primitive 

Colorado  National  Bank  (CNB), 
part  of  First  Bank  Systems  of  Min- 


neapolis, has  been  running  an  adver- 
tising campaign  utilizing  primitive 
money.  Each  advertisement  briefly 
explains  the  spotlighted  piece  and  its 
value  as  a medium  of  exchange.  The 
bank  then  suggests  there  are  more 
convenient  methods  of  exchange  to- 
day (such  as  its  checking  account). 

After  viewing  the  ads  showing  a 
Yap  stone  from  the  South  Pacific 
and  a Katanga  cross  from  Zaire, 
Colorado  Springs  coin  dealer.  Inter- 
national Primitive  Money  Society 
member  and  former  ANA  president 
Ken  Hallenbeck  asked  a CNB  branch 
if  he  could  set  up  a display  of  his 
own  examples  of  the  primitive  money 
used  in  the  ads.  His  four-case  dis- 
play, exhibited  for  several  months, 
included  a Ming  note  and  an  ele- 
phant’s tail.  The  exhibit  drew  a lot 
of  attention  from  bank  customers.  • 


Vote  for  TOM  HALLENBECK 

Candidate  for  the  ANA  Board  of  Governors 


Tom  wants  to  put  more 
fun  into  our  Hobby! 

He  believes  that  the 
Future  of  the  Hobby  is 
the  ANA’S  biggest  challenge 


Tom  has  the  needed  Qualifications 

• He  is  fiscally  responsible:  A business  owner  with  a BS  from 

the  University  of  Colorado  (Economics) 

• He  is  a life-long  collector  and  has  been  a a full-time  Coin, 

Bullion,  Token  & Medal  dealer  for  1 1 years 

• He  is  leading  the  fight  to  eliminate  the  Colorado  state  sales 

tax  on  coins  and  bullion 

• He  was  the  General  Show  Chairman  for  this  year's  ANA 

Annual  Convention  in  Denver 

• He  is  a Past  President  of  the  Colorado-Wyoming 

Numismatic  Association 

• He  has  taught  U.S.  coin  grading  at  the  ANA  Summer 

Conference  for  the  last  3 years 

• He  has  good  genes!  (his  father  is  Ken  Hallenbeck,  an  ANA 

Past  President) 


Paid  for  by  the  Committee  to  Elect  Tom  Hallenbeck,  Larry  Johnson,  Chairman,  71 1 N.  Nevada,  Colorado  Springs  80903 
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Tke  Only  Tiling  More  Rare  Tk  an  Platinum 
is  Owning  it  at  a |40  Premium  Over  Gold. 


Platinum.  So  rare.  So  vital  for  modem 
industrial  use.  And  usually,  so  muck  kigk  er 
priced  tkan  gold. 

Tke  fact  is,  platinum  kas  enjoyed  a $200 
per  ounce  premium  over  go  Id.  But  now,  and 
perkaps  for  a very  skort  time,  tke  premium  is 
less  tkan  $40. 


Suck  a 1 ow  premium  kas  kistorically 
tended  to  signal  a platinum  rally.  And  world- 
wide demand  for  platinum  in  industrial  and 
environmental  applications  is  ever-increasing. 

Tkat’  s wky  right  now  is  tke  time  to  find 
out  more  aLout  tke  investment  opportunities 
tkat  platinum  offers. 


PlailiM 


Call  1.800.880.4653 

Ext.  71 2 for  more  information 


No 


w,  more 


tk 


Bianchard 

AMERICA  S RARE  COIN  PRECIOUS  METALS  FIRM 


an  ever. 
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A.M.  KAGIN 
FOR  VICE  PRESIDENT 
OF  THE  ANA 

• ANA  member  for  59  years,  Life  member  #103, 

ANA  Governor  1983' 1987 

• Full  page  ad  in  The  Numismatist  since  April  1939 

• 3 children  and  7 grandchildren — ALL  ARE  ANA  LIFE  MEMBERS 

• Listed  in  Who's  Who  in  America  (first  listed  based  on  numismatics  in  1976) 

• Chairman  FOUNDATION  FOR  NUMISMATICS,  INC. 

• DEAN  OF  NUMISMATICS:  Roosevelt  University,  Chicago,  1965 '66 

• Numismatic  Lecturer,  Roosevelt  University 

• Cataloger  and  researcher  for  388  sales  and  auctions  from  193 6' 1988 

• Hundreds  of  suggestions  and  ideas  given  and  used  by  the  ANA  over  the  last  50  years 
(Verify  this  with  Past  Presidents,  Governors,  Executive  Directors,  Etc.) 

KAGIN  DELIVERS— NOT  JUST  PROMISES 

• Responsible  for  Hundreds  of  Thousands  donated  to  the  ANA  in  the  last  50  years 

• Donating  (in  1997)  UNIQUE  HUGE  SCALE  IN  ORNATE  CABINET  USED  BY 
PHILADELPHIA  MINT  TO  WEIGH  SACKS  OF  COINS 

• Collector  since  1928,  Professional  Numismatist  since  1933 

• Member  of  numerous  national,  regional,  local  and  specialty  clubs 

• Founding  member  of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild  (PNG) — President  1963'64 

• I attend  more  than  20  coin,  currency  and  token  conventions  and  shows  annually 

• For  50  years  I have  contributed  to  the  Guide  Book,  Friedberg  Currency,  Private  Gold, 
Encased  Stamps  and  various  specialty  books 

• Medal  of  Merit  1983;  Presidential  Award  1997 

• Senior  Advisor:  “Bob”  Hendershot  (Mr.  FUN).  His  98  years  of  experience  are  invaluable 
Junior  Advisor:  David  Spector,  20'year'old  (attended  5 ANA  annual  conventions. 
Summer  Conferences,  etc.)  Life  Member  ANA 

I promise  to  deliver  at  least  25  ideas  to  improve  the  ANA  during  my  2 year  term 

EXPERIENCE— THE  PRICELESS  INGREDIENT 
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U.S  BULLION  COINS 


Platinum  Eagles 
Join  U.S.  Mint’s 

Bullion  Lineup 

Collectors  and  investors  alike  await  the  arrival  of  the 
newest  addition  to  the  United  States  Mint’s  family 
of  bullion  coins. 


by  David  L.  Ganz 
LM  1072 


Not  Actual  Size 

The  United  States  Mint’s  first 
platinum  product  was  a half 
dollar  pattern  dated  1814.  Only 
three  specimens  are  known. 
The  Mint  evidently  defaced  the 
obverse  of  this  particular  speci- 
men by  punching  the  letter  “P” 
numerous  times  into  the  fields. 


PLATINUM  COINS  WITH  a new  rendering  of  the  Statue 
of  Liberty  are  on  the  verge  of  release  by  the  United  States 
Mint,  joining  the  family  of  gold  and  silver  Eagles  produced 
since  1986.  The  coins  will  be  struck  in  Vio-,  V4-,  V2-  and 
1 -ounce  sizes,  with  proofs  for  collectors  and  uncirculated 
examples  for  investors. 

Treasury  Secretary  Robert  Rubin  (rather  than  Congress)  designated 
and  approved  all  aspects  of  the  new  platinum  coins  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  Public  Law  104-208,  which  President  Bill  Clinton  signed 
on  September  30,  1996.  The  precedent-setting  issues  will  be; 

• the  first  platinum  coins  manufactured  by  the  U.S.  Mint. 

• the  first  coin  series  whose  denominations  and  inscriptions  were  de- 
termined by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

• the  first  coin  series  whose  size,  weight  and  diameter  were  not  speci- 
fied by  Congress  as  part  of  the  enabling  legislation. 

• the  first  coins  officially  authorized  to  compete  with  foreign  bul- 
lion products. 

Consideration  of  platinum  as  a major  component  in  United  States 
coinage  began  more  than  two  years  ago  when  Congressman  John  Giver 
(D-Massachusetts)  introduced  legislation  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  create  a new  bullion  coin.  The  bill  was  extensive  and  precise  . . . and 
moved  nowhere,  partly  because  of  Giver’s  minoriw  status  in  Congress. 
However,  things  started  to  look  up  when  Representative  Michael  Castle 
(R-Delaware),  chairman  of  the  Domestic  and  International  Monetary 
Policy  Subcommittee  of  the  House  Banking  and  Financial  Services 
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CASTLE’S  BILL  GAVE  the  Treasury  Secretary  the  power 
to  determine  the  design  of  the  platinum  coins,  but  stip- 
ulated the  inclusion  of  specific  elements  . . . 


Committee,  introduced  legislation  designed  to 
reform  the  commemorative  coinage  system  and 
to  authorize  production  of  platinum  coins. 

Castle’s  bill  gave  the  Treasury  Secretary  the 
power  to  determine  the  design  of  the  platinum 
coins,  but  stipulated  the  inclusion  of  specific 
elements  required  by  law.  Among  other  things, 
the  bill  specified  that  the  coins  must  carry:  1)  a 
designation  of  their  value  and  the  weight  of  their 
platinum  content;  2)  the  year  in  which  they 
were  minted  or  issued;  and  3)  the  word  LIBERTY 
and  the  legends  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST,  UNITED 
STATES  OE  AMERICA  and  E PLURIBUS  UNUM. 

The  initiative  passed  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives on  a voice  vote,  whereupon  it  was  pre- 
sented to  the  Senate  for  consideration.  And 
there  it  sat,  with  no  sponsor  or  advocate  to  carry  the  day.  Ultimately, 
Senator  Alphonse  D’Amato  (R-New  York),  chairman  of  the  Senate 
Banking,  Housing  and  Urban  Affairs  Committee,  agreed  to  attach  the 
proposed  legislation  to  the  Treasury,  Postal  Service  and  General  Gov- 
ernment Appropriations  Bill  of  1997  (which  pertained  to  the  collection 
of  federal  taxes  and  delivery  of  U.S.  mail).  YVhat  emerged  was  legislation 
that  enabled  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  “to  mint  and  issue  bullion  and 
proof  platinum  coins  in  accordance  with  such  specifications,  designs,  va- 
rieties, quantities,  denominations  and  inscriptions  as  the  Secretary,  in  the 
Secretary’s  discretion,  may  prescribe  from  time  to  time.” 

A Brief  Numismatic  History  of  Platinum 

The  first  platinum  coins  were  struck  in  Colombia  in  1763-1819 
from  dies  created  for  the  gold  8 escudos.  Chile,  Bolivia  and  Peru  unsuc- 
cessfully attempted  to  issue  platinum  coins,  while  Spain  produced  at 
least  13  varieties  of  platinum  patterns  between  1776  and  1904,  as  well  as 
a number  of  regular-issue  coins. 

Russia’s  first  numismatic  use  of  platinum  was  in  1814,  when  Tsar 
Alexander  I struck  a commemorative  medal  to  celebrate  the  capture  of 
Paris.  (At  the  time,  the  metal  was  imported,  but  by  1824  it  was  being 
mined  in  the  Ural  Mountains  of  Western  Siberia.)  In  1826  Tsar 
Nicholas  I authorized  the  striking  of  a platinum  half  rouble  (a  unique 
specimen  that  now  is  part  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution’s  National 


A Weighty  Subject 


Platinum  is  one  of  the  heaviest  substances  known, 
about  2 1 times  the  weight  of  an  identical  volume  of  wa- 
ter. Like  gold  and  silver,  it  is  malleable;  unlike  the  latter, 
it  does  not  tarnish.  The  78th  element  in  the  Periodic 
Table,  platinum  has  a high  density  (21.5  grams  per  cu- 
bic centimeter)  and  an  incredibly  high  melting  point 
(1,772°  Celsius,  or  3,224“  Eahrenheit). 

Discovered  in  1557  by  Italian  scientist  Julius  Scaliger, 
platinum  was  not  widely  available  until  about  1750,  after 
the  Spaniards  uncovered  deposits  in  Peru.  The  metal’s 
name  derives  from  the  Spanish  plata  (“silver”),  a refer- 
ence to  its  silvery  color. 
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[SNOWDEN]  . . . STATES  THAT  a “platina  piece  [was] 
struck  from  the  dies  for  the  legal  half  dollar  ...  It  was 
an  experiment,  platina  being  a new  metal.” 


Numismatic  Collection),  followed  by  3-,  6-  and  12 -rouble  coins  that 
were  placed  into  general  circulation. 

The  United  States  Mint  struck  its  first  platinum  coin — a half  dollar 
pattern  dated  1814 — using  regular  dies.  In  his  1959  reference  United 
States  Pattern,  Experimental  and  Trial  Pieces,  J.  Hewitt  Judd  describes  one 
of  the  three  known  specimens  as  “defaced  with  33  P’s  punched  into  the 
field  on  the  obverse  . . . the  word  ‘Platina’  is  engraved  on  the  reverse.” 

Not  until  recently  did  numismatic  researcher  Andrew  Pollock  nail 
down  the  contemporary  nature  of  this  pattern  coin.  In  his  book,  United 
States  Patterns  and  Related  Issues,  he  quoted  James  Ross  Snowden,  direc- 
tor of  the  United  States  Mint  from  1853  to  1861,  who  noted  that  he  was 
“familiar  with  the  variety”  and  that  he  considered  it  an  “authentic  ex- 
perimental issue  of  the  U.S.  Mint.”  Snowden’s  classic  1859  work,  A De- 
scription of  Ancient  and  Modern  Coins  in  the  Cabinet  of  the  United  States, 
states  that  a “platina  piece  [was]  struck  from  the  dies  for  the  legal  half 
dollar  ...  It  was  an  experiment,  platina  being  a new  metal.”  By  com- 
paring the  die  varieties  described  by  A1  Overton  in  his  work  Early  Half 


Not  Actual  Size 

A number  of  countries  have  launched  successful  platinum  coinage  programs,  including  Australia  (top  left),  Canada 
(center),  China  (top  right).  Isle  of  Man  (bottom  right)  and  Singapore  (bottom  left). 
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PRE-REGISTRATION  DEADLINE:  JUNE  20,  1997 


Please  be  sure  to  complete 
both  sides  of  this  form. 


Iame_ 
amily  (if 

iddress . 


Join  us  in  the  Big  Apple — I\ew  Aorlc^  \ork 

for  the  A1\A’  ^ 


A 

ConTentio 


State 


Check  here  if  assistance  is  needed  for  disabilities.  May  we  phone  you,  if  necessary,  at 

State  your  needs  

Check  here  tor  New  York  hotel  information 


ease  circle  desired  annual  ribbon(s); 
'ast  Presider^t 
dst  Governor 
)fficial 
ast  Official 

/ledal  of  Merit  Winner 


25-Year  Member 
50-Year  Member 
Life  Member 
Young  Numismatist 
Club  Representative 


Convention  Committee 

Goodfellow 

Patron 

Patron  Benefactor 


District  Delegate 
Regional  Coordinator 
Howland  Wood  Award  Winner 


I plan  to  attend  the  convention  □ Yes  □ No 


Please  reserve  the  following: 

Pre-Reg 

After  7/10 

Quantity 

Total 

Convention  Badge 

$12.00 

$13.00 

Two-Medal  Set  (I  V2-inch  silver,  bronze) 

$34.00 

$36.00 

2V2-inch  Bronze  Medal 

$25.00 

$27.00 

Convention  Bar 

$3.00 

$3.50 

Medal  and  Pin  Bar  (Starter  set  tor  bar  noted  above) 

$4.50 

$4.50 

Add  $3.50  postage  and  handling  tor  each  mail  order. 

Subtotal  (carry  this  amount  over  to  the  other  side  of  form) 

ADMIT  ONE! 


You  will  automatically  be  entered  in  the 
Krause  Publications  drawing  for  a fantas- 
tic prize  and  super  savings  during  the 
ANA  Convention! 


OFFICIAL  CONVENTION  SPONSOR 


Krause  Publications  • a proud 
sponser  of  this  year’s  ANA 
Convention 


Complete  the  reverse  side  of  this  ticket  and  drop  it  off  at 
ie  Krause  Publications  exhibit  table  just  inside  the 
ourse  entrance  at  this  year’s  convention. 


ANA  TOUR  INFORMATION 

Please  reserve  the  following:  Pre-Reg  After  7/10  Quantity  Total 

Wednesday,  July  30 

New  York  City  Tour 

8:30  a.m.  to  12:30  p.m. 

$28.00 

$33.0 

$ 

Reception  honoring  Harvey  Stack 
and  50-year  members 

6:00  to  7:30  p.nn. 

50.00 

50.00 

Thursday,  July  31 

American  Numismatic  Society  (with  luncheon) 
10:00  a.m.  to  2:00  p.m. 

20.00 

25.00 

Friday,  August  1 

Friendship  Luncheon 

1 1 :00  a.m.  to  1 :30  p.m. 

40.00 

45.00 

Saturday,  August  17 

Abe  Kosoff/PNG  YN  Award  Breakfast 

8:30  to  1 1 :00  a.m. 

5.00 

5.00 

ANA  Banquet 

8:00  to  10:30  p.m. 

Reception  at  7:00  p.m. 

70.00 

75.00 

Subtotal  (from  other  side  of  form) 

$ 

Total 

$ 

Please  bill  my  □ MasterCard  □ Visa  □ AmEx:  Card  # 


Exp.  Date 

Signature  (required) 

Mail  your  remittance  and  this  completed  form  to: 

American  Numismatic  Association 

818  North  Cascade  Avenue,  • Colorado  Springs,  Colorado  80903-3279 

or  fax  719/634-4085. 


OFFICIAL  CONVENTION  SPONSOR 

Phone  # ( 


Please  complete  and  bring  to  the 
just  insi 


Publications  exhibit  table 


Numismatic  News  • Bank  Note  Reporter  • Coins  • Coin  Prices  » Worid  Coin  News  • Fine  Numismatic  Books 


Platinum  Mining  and  Production 


Dollar  Varieties,  Pollock  concluded  that  the  dies  used  to  strike 
the  platinum  pattern  half  dollar  indeed  were  used  to  produce 
a circulating  silver  half  (Overton- 107)  in  1814. 

Whether  America  struck  other  platinum  coins  is  problematical.  The 
general  consensus  is  “no,”  but  in  a letter  published  in  the  October  1939 
issue  of  The  Numismatist,  ANA  member  M.  Joe  Murphy  stated  that  he 
had  purchased  a platinum  piece  resembling  a U.S.  $5  gold  coin,  “possi- 
bly struck  at  the  Mint  by  some  employees  for  their  own  or  other  per- 
sonal use  around  the  date  of  1869.”  The  piece  is  not  listed  in  Pollock’s 
seminal  guide  to  patterns. 

However,  a review  of  literature  and  auction  catalogs  reveals  that  a 
number  of  platinum  coins  struck  by  other  countries  are  available  to  col- 
lectors. One  major  source  of  information  is  Superior  Galleries’  June 


Quite  unlike  gold,  whose  basic  worth  derives  from  its  use  in  jewelry  and  coinage  and  as  a storehouse  of 
value,  platinum  owes  its  reputation,  at  least  in  part,  to  its  industrial  and  technological  uses.  Of  the  almost 
5 million  ounces  of  platinum  consumed  last  year,  only  about  235,000  ounces  were  used  in  the  production  of  in- 
vestment products — coins  and  bars.  Prices  of  platinum  have  reflected  the  steady  demand,  rising  from  about  $350 
an  ounce  in  1991-92  to  an  average  of  nearly  $400  an  ounce  in  1996.  (Historically,  platinum  prices  are  lower  than 
or  on  a par  with  gold,  even  though  it  is  less  available.) 

The  world’s  largest  producer  of  platinum  is  South  Africa,  which  sold  about  3.16  million  ounces  in  1996.  Rus- 
sia, also  a major  supplier,  sold  about  1.1  million  ounces.  Most  Canadian  platinum  comes  by  way  of  the  Interna- 
tional Nickel  Company,  whose  mining  operations  yielded  200,000  ounces.  United  States  production  is  limited  to 
a single  facility — the  Stillwater  Mine  in  Nye,  Montana — whose  mines  yielded  63,000  ounces. 


Workers  drill  into  the  face  of  a platinum-bearing  reef  in  the  Bush- 
veld  Igneous  Complex  in  South  Africa  (above).  At  the  right,  plat- 
inum is  separated  from  ore  in  a special  floatation  process  at  a refin- 
ery near  the  Bushveld  operation. 
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In  launching  its  platinum  bullion  coins,  the 
United  States  Mint  follows  the  lead  of  Australia, 
Canada,  China  . . . and  the  former  Soviet  Union  . . . 


1987  auction  catalog  of  the  Edwards  H.  Metcalf  collec- 
tion. Metcalf  began  collecting  platinum  coins  in  the 
1940s,  and  was  an  active  buyer  in  the  1950s,  ’60s  and 
’70s.  His  holdings  included  coins  and  medals  from  An- 
dorra, Bhutan,  Bolivia,  Colombia,  Denmark,  France, 
Germany  (Prussia),  Great  Britain,  Haiti,  Hawaii,  In- 
dia, Iran,  Isle  of  Man,  Italy,  Japan,  Lesotho,  Liech- 
tenstein, Macao,  Madagascar,  Mexico,  Monaco, 
Panama,  Poland,  Russia,  Spain,  Switzerland,  Tonga 
and  Venezuela.  (His  collection  did  not  include 
platinum  coins  issued  by  the  Dominican  Republic, 
Portugal,  and  Turks  and  Caicos.) 

As  far  as  modern-day,  U.S.  platinum  issues  are 
concerned,  the  Mint  did  produce  a single  plat- 
inum inaugural  medal,  as  well  as  one  gold  and 
about  1,000  bronze  specimens,  for  President 
Herbert  Hoover  in  1929.  At  the  1901  Pan- 
America  Exposition  in  Buffalo,  New  York, 
sculptor/engraver  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens 
received  a 46mm  platinum  award  medal 
designed  by  James  Earle  Fraser  (of  Buffalo 
nickel  fame).  Within  the  past  40  years  or  so, 
Osborne  Register  Company  produced  a series  of  platinum 
presidential  medals. 


Superior  Galleries’  sale  of 
the  Edwards  H.  Metcalf  collec- 
tion in  June  1987  featured  an 
astounding  array  of  platinum 
coins  and  medals  from  around 
the  world. 


The  1997  Platinum  Coins 

In  launching  its  platinum  bullion  coins,  the  United  States  Mint 
follows  the  lead  of  Australia,  Canada,  China,  Isle  of  Man,  Mexico  and 
the  former  Soviet  Union,  all  of  which  have  conducted  successful  plat- 
inum programs.  The  new  1 -ounce  coin  will  have  the  highest  denomina- 
tion of  any  produced  by  the  United  States — $100.  The  '/2-ounce  piece 
will  carry  a value  of  $50;  the  */4-ounce,  $25;  and  the  '/lo-ounce,  $10. 
A refined  view  of  the  head  of  the  Statue  of  Liberty,  executed  by  LkS. 
Mint  sculptor/engraver  John  M.  Mercanti,  will  adorn  the  obverse. 
Thomas  D.  Rogers  Sr.,  also  a Mint  sculptor/engraver,  has  created  a Hy- 
ing eagle  for  the  reverse. 


With  platinum  proof  coins  and  bullion  pieces  in  the  offing  for 
1997,  questions  remain  as  to  how  many  will  be  produced,  how  ettective 
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. . . THE  Mint  hopes  collectors  will  be  as  enthusiastic 
about  the  platinum  proof  coins  as  they  were  about  the 
gold  and  silver  Eagles  upon  their  introduction  in  1986. 


the  U.S.  Mint’s  sales  efforts  will  be,  and  how  the  issues  will  be  received 
by  the  collector  and  investor  markets.  Studies  conducted  with  focus 
groups  in  Japan  and  the  United  States  suggest  that  investors  are  recep- 
tive, while  the  Mint  hopes  collectors  will  be  as  enthusiastic  about  the 
platinum  proof  coins  as  they  were  about  the  gold  and  silver  Eagles  upon 
their  introduction  in  1986.  • 
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The  U.S.  Mint  produced  a 
single  platinum  inaugural 
medal,  as  well  as  one  gold 
and  about  1,000  bronze  spec- 
imens, for  President  Herbert 
Hoover  in  1929. 


NUMISMAnC 
plWil  GUARANTY 
rJlTjil  CORPORAnON 
^ ^ OF  AMERICA 


GUIDELINES  FOR  NGC  SUBMISSION 

for  ANA  Member  Use  Only 

OFFl^L  GRAMNC  SUVKE  SEND  ALL  COINS  TO:  ANA  Submission  Center  *818  North  Cascade  Avenue  • Colorado  Springs,  CO  80903-3279 

SUBMISSION  INSTRUCTIONS: 

1.  Be  sure  to  print  your  name  and  your  ANA  number  in  the  space  provided  on  the  submission  form. 

2.  All  your  coins  must  be  submitted  in  individual  soft  flips. 

3.  Check  the  box  indicating  the  Tier  or  Service  desired.  You  may  request  only  one  Tier  or  Service  option  per  NGC  submission 
form.  If  you  want  to  submit  additional  coins  at  a different  Tier,  make  copies  of  the  submission  form  as  needed. 

4.  In  the  “Ship  To”  box,  print  clearly  the  address  where  NGC  should  ship  your  coins  when  they  are  ready.  In  “Ship  Via,” 
choose  a carrier  for  NGC  to  use  when  shipping  coins.  If  you  have  a FedEx  account,  include  the  account  number. 

5.  List  coins  you  are  submitting  with  date,  mintmark,  country,  denomination,  variety  (including  mint  state  or  proof  designation), 
declared  insurance  value,  and  the  coin’s  ID  number  if  you  are  submitting  an  NGC  coin  for  ReGrade. 

6.  To  find  the  Postage  Fee,  add  $10  per  package  plus  25^  per  coin  over  10  coins.  (Example:  On  15  coins  the  postage  is  $1  1.25). 

To  find  the  Service  Fee,  multiply  the  number  of  coins  submitted  on  the  form  by  the  Tier  price  selected. 

7.  Add  the  Total  Postage  Fee  to  the  Total  Service  Fee  and  write  a check  for  the  Total  Amount  Due.  Make  your  check  payable 
to  the  American  Numismatic  Association.  On  the  suibmission  form  include  the  check  number  then  sign/date  the  form  as 
indicated. 

8.  Pack  your  coins  carefully,  including  the  submission  form  and  a check  for  payment.  If  you’re  sending  more  than  one  submission 
form,  please  pack  the  appropriate  coins  and  submission  forms  together  using  a rubber  band  or  other  method.  Be  sure  your 
package  is  properly  registered  and  insured  for  delivery  to  the  ANA. 


TIER  & SERVICE  OPTIONS  (The  turnaround  time  for  the  coins  you  submit  begins  the  day  NGC  receives  them.) 

TIERS  (Service  Options) 

Dispatch 


Express 
EarlyBird 
Variety  Plus 

GoldRush 

Economy 

ReGrade 

ReHolder 

Crossover 

Designation  Review 


TURNAROUND 
24  Hours 

5 Working  Days 

1 2 Working  Days 

2 1 Working  Days;  for  coins 
above  $ 1 ,000,  or  for  fester 
service,  turnaround  is  at 
higher  selected  tier  level 

5 Working  Days 


21  Working  Days 

According  to  tier  chosen. 
Ex;  ReGrade  Economy  is 
2 1 Working  Days 

5 Working  Days 

According  to  tier  chosen. 
Ex;  Crossover  EarlyBird  is 
1 2 Working  Days 

1 2 Working  Days 


REQUIREMENTS 
All  USAYorld  coins. 

US/World  coins  valued  at  $10,000  or  less. 
USAYorld  coins  valued  at  $5,000  or  less. 


US  coins  valued  at  $1,000  or  less.  NGC  examines  coins  for  recognized  NGC  varieties 
and  certifies  with  applicable  variety  designation.  For  fester  turnaround,  or  if  coins 
are  valued  above  $1,000,  check  VarietyPlus  AND  any  higher  tier.  Additional  cost  is 
$5.00  above  higher  tier  you  select. 

All  dates  valued  $1,000  or  less  for  $5-$l0-$20  Liberty,  $10  Indian,  $20  Saint-Gaudens. 
World  Gold  coins  valued  $500  or  less,  all  common  dates.  5-coin  minimum. 

Non-gold  US/World  coins  & Gold  World  coins  valued  at  $300  or  less.  5-coin  minimum 

If  you  disagree  with  a grade  assigned  by  NGC,  you  may  resubmit  the  coin  for  review 
The  coin  must  be  intact  in  its  holder.  Value  limits  correspond  to  tier  you  choose. 


If  a holder  is  chipped  or  cracked,  it  can  be  submitted  for  placement  in  a new  holder. 

Coins  certified  by  other  grading  services  are  reviewed  for  NGC  certification  at  the 
same  grade.  All  requirements  apply  for  the  tier  you  choose. 


NGC-certified  coins  you’d  like  to  have  reviewed  for  a particular  designation  or  variety 


COINS  NOT  ACCEPTED  FOR  GRADING 

Bullion  coins  (such  as  Krugerrands,  Maple  Leafs,  or  US  Gold/Silver  Eagles);  Colonial  coins  (pre-1793,  except  1792  half  disme); 
Ancient  coins;  and  California  fractional  gold.  Environmentally  damaged,  repaired,  artifically  toned,  harshly  cleaned,  counter- 
feit or  altered  coins  will  be  returned  without  certification. 
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NUMISMAnC 
GUARANTY 
CORPORAPON 
OF  AMERICA 


^ OrHCI*lC«ADINGStilVICt 


NGC  GRADING  SUBMISSION  FORM 

for  ANA  Member  Use  Only 


SEND  ALL  COINS  TO:  ANA  Submission  Center  *818  North  Cascade  Avenue  • Colorado  Springs,  CO  80903-3279 


YOUR  NAME 


ANA  MEMBER  NUMBER 


TIER  (Check  one  only.  For  additional  tiers  use  a copy  of  this  form.)  SERVICE  (Applies  to  all  coins  on  this  form) 
□ Dispatch  ($80)  □ Express  ($45)  □ EarlyBird  ($24)  □ ReGrade  (Tier  Cost  Only)  □ CrossOver  (Tier  Cost  Only) 


□ VarietyPlus  ^ ($20)  O GoldRush  ($19)  □ Economy  ($15)  □ ReHolder  ($2)  □ Designation  Review  ($6.50) 

For  faster  turr^around  time  on  VarietyPlus,  or  in  the  case  of  variety  coins  valued  above  $1,000,  you  may  select  the  VarietyPlus  tier  and  also  Dispatch, 
Express  or  EarlyBird.  Additional  cost  is  $5.00  above  chosen  higher  tier;  turnaround  time  corresponds  with  tier  selected. 


SHIP  TO;  SHIP  VIA:  FOR  NGC  USE  ONLY: 

Name 

Address 

City 

State Zip 

Phone  _( L 


QUANTITY 

COIN  DATE 

MINTMARK 

COUNTRY 

DENOMINATION 

VARIETY 

(Mint  State  or  Proof) 

DECLARED 

VALUE 

COIN  ID# 

(If  ReGrade) 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

IMPORTANT:  Please  make  copies  of  this  form  if  submitting 
more  than  1 0 coins  or  if  requesting  more  than  one  type 
of  service. 

QUESTIONS?  Call  the  ANA  Submission  Center 

1-800-467-5725 

TOTAL 

INSURED 

VALUE 

Please  Check  Appropriate  Boxes 

Date  Received 

□ Registered  Mail  □ Pick  Up 

□ Express  Mail  □ FedEx 

Register  # 

Vf^rifipd 

Account  # 

□ Priority  □ Standard  □ Economy 

Bar  Coded 

Check  # 

(payable  to  American  Numismatic  Association) 


signature 


date 
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U.S.  COINAGE 

Nickel:  America’s 
Handsomest  Coin 

Its  bold  design  and  sturdy  composition  make  James 
Earle  Fraser’s  Indian  Head  nickel  a favorite  among 
collectors  of  United  States  coins. 


The  Buffalo 


by  Michael  E.  Marotta 
ANA  162953 


Aaual  Size:  2 1.2 1 mm 

The  beast  depicted  on  the 
reverse  of  the  Indian  Head 
nickel  is  not  a buffalo  at  all, 
but  rather  an  American  bi- 
son. The  Native  American 
“chief”  on  the  obverse  is  not 
a chief  and  is,  in  fact,  a com- 
posite of  three  faces. 


^ ^ HE  Indian  Head,  or  Buffalo,  nickel  may  be  Amer- 

I ica’s  best-designed  coin.  James  Earle  Fraser’s  motif  and 

I the  tough,  copper-nickel  alloy  combined  to  produce  a 

R stunning  and  yet  practical  medium  of  commerce. 

JIl  By  the  time  the  Buffalo  nickel  was  introduced  in  1913, 

United  States  coinage  had  undergone  a subtle  change.  For  more  than 
100  years.  Liberty  had  been  embodied  by  a woman.  There  was  no  doubt 
about  it— the  images  on  the  Capped  Bust  half  dollar  (1807-39)  and  Seated 
Liberty  quarter  (1839-91)  were  decidedly  feminine.  Longacre’s  Indian 
Head  cent  (1859-1909)  carried  a strong,  yet  female,  portrait.  However, 
Liberty  on  the  coinage  designed  by  Charles  Barber  was  androgynous. 
Not  so  with  Fraser’s  work.  Like  the  gold  half  and  quarter  eagles  of  Bela 
Lyon  Pratt,  his  Buffalo  nickel  clearly  presented  Liberty  as  a Native 
American  man. 

In  general,  female  symbols  of  Liberty  on  U.S.  coinage  have  not  held 
up  well  to  the  rigors  of  circulation.  On  the  Morgan  dollar  (1878-1921), 
Barber  nickel  (1883-1912)  and  Mercury  dime  (1916-45),  Miss  Liberty 
had  masses  of  delicate  curls  and  swirls  that  paled  as  the  coins  passed  from 
hand  to  hand.  By  contrast,  Fraser’s  artistic  effort  had  a fundamental  vo- 
cabulary of  detail  that  was  not  easily  worn  away.  The  coin,  with  its  broad, 
deeply  cut  image,  is  rugged.  Even  in  grades  less  than  Fine,  both  the  Na- 
tive American  and  the  buffalo  (or,  more  correctly,  bison)  remain  expres- 
sive and  alive.  Of  course,  some  allowance  must  he  made  for  the  coin- 
age metals,  as  nickel  is  substantially  harder  and  more  durable  than  silver 
(an  exception  is  Barber’s  design  for  5-cent  piece,  which  did  not  take 
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If  you  look  at  a “Buff  nick”  in  About  Good  grade, 
you’ll  find  . . . the  feathers  and  braid  are  clear,  and  the 
face  is  unmistakable. 


As  a kidjn  the  ’50s,  I always  liked 
the  Buffalo'  nickel  better  than 
^ “the  one  with  the  guy.”  I think 
it  was  the  “Cowboys  and  Indians” 

■'  influence  from  TV. 

BOB  FRITSCH 


good  advantage  of  the  alloy). 

The  obverse  of  Fraser’s  Buffalo  nickel  is  composed  of 
three  planes.  The  lowest  is  represented  by  the  fields  to 
the  immediate  right  of  the  Indian’s  face  and  below  the 
chin;  between  the  feathers  and  the  neck;  and  above  the 
top  of  the  head.  The  second  plane  includes  the  front  of 
the  face,  and  the  nose,  eyes,  mouth  and  chin.  The  most 
elevated  plane  is  the  middle  and  back  of  the  head, 
where  the  high  relief  of  the  Indian’s  hair  protects  his  fa- 
cial characteristics.  No  matter  how  worn  a specimen  is, 
the  portrait  always  displays  some  expression.  If  you  look 
at  a “Buff  nick”  in  About  Good  grade,  you’ll  find  the 
rim  is  worn  flat,  the  legend  LIBERTY  is  gone,  and  the 
date  has  been  wiped  out.  Even  so,  the  feathers  and  braid 
are  clear,  and  the  face  is  unmistakable. 

The  reverse  has  perhaps  six,  distinct  planes.  The  buf- 
falo’s mouth  is  on  the  second-lowest  plane,  while  its  eye 
is  on  the  fourth  plane,  well  protected  by  the  surrounding  metal.  Overall, 
the  buffalo’s  shoulder  and  the  coin’s  rim  protect  the  deeper  levels.  In 
lower  grades,  the  buffalo  has  no  horn  or  tail,  but  its  powerful  shoulders 
and  shaggy  head  still  dominate  the  design,  and  little  doubt  remains  that  it 
is  a bull. 

Fraser  seems  to  have  been  confident  that  the  nickel-alloy  coin  would 
stand  up  to  commercial  circulation.  The  first  nickels  off  the  press  showed 
a bison  standing  on  a realistic,  raised  mound,  upon  which  the  words  FIVE 
CENTS  were  exposed.  (These  have  come  to  be  known  as  Type  I speci- 
mens.) However,  government  officials,  perhaps  fearing  the  denomination 
might  be  susceptible  to  alteration  and  passed  as  a $5  dollar  coin  (much 
like  the  1883  Liberty  Head  nickel),  ordered  a revised  coin  (Type  II)  with 
a level  mound  and  the  mark  of  value  cut  into  the  depth  of  the  coin,  pro- 
tected within  an  exergue.  (Time  and  experience  indicates  this  may  not 
have  been  necessary — a Type  I nickel  in  only  Good  condition  still  dis- 
plays much  of  the  FIVE  CENTS  denomination.) 

Grousing  about  new  coins  is  an  unwritten  right  of  all  collectors,  so  it  is 
no  surprise  that  Fraser’s  5-cent  piece  was  the  subject  of  criticism.  Writ- 
ing in  The  Numismatist  of  May  1913,  W.H.  DeSchon  complained  that 
the  legend  “E  Pluribus  Unum”  was  crowded.  “This  fault,  together  with 
the  fact  that  the  letters  are  very  small,  will  soon  reduce  the  words 
through  wear  to  mere  ridges  on  the  surface.”  (However,  this  is  not  what 


Actual  Size:  2 1 .2 1 mm 


Type  I nickels  picture  the  buf- 
falo atop  a raised  mound. 


The  Buffalo  nickel  is  perhaps  \ 

■•V 

one  of  our  most  desirable,  yet 

overlooked,  coins.  As  interest  in 

?■ 

it  grows,  I foresee  an  explosive 
number  of  new  varieties  surfacing, 


. . . COLLECTORS  HAVING  THE  patience  to  seek  out 
Fine  to  Extremely  Fine  examples  will  be  rewarded  with 
a stunning  array  of  attractive,  reasonably  priced  coins. 


Actual  Size:  2 1 .2 1 mm 

Even  in  About  Good  condition, 
the  features  of  a Buffalo  nickel 
stand  out  loud  and  clear. 


LOU  COLES 


happened  to  circulated  coins,  as  the  legend  was  protected  by  the  rim  and 
the  buffalo’s  shoulder.) 

Supporting  the  contention  that  the  Buffalo  nickel  stands  up  well  to 
abuse  are  the  two  details  important  to  determining  the  grade  of  the  coin: 
the  buffalo’s  seemingly  insignificant  horn  and  tail.  The  animal’s  shoulder 
is  the  highest  surface  and  the  first  spot  to  show  wear.  Yet,  the  amount  of 
wool  remaining  in  this  area  is  not  considered  when  judging  a coin’s  con- 
dition. As  such,  even  low-  or  middle-grade  coins  are  visually  power- 
ful and  compelling.  As  the  coin  deteriorated  in  circulation,  the  depths  of 
its  obverse  and  reverse  designs  acquired  an  attractive,  hard  black- 
ness, offsetting  the  otherwise  uniform  grey  of  its  surfaces.  The  Buffalo 
nickel’s  copper-nickel  alloy  is  not  nearly  as  reactive  as  silver  or  bronze.  In 
this  series,  toning  generally  is  subtle  and  found  most  often  on  coins  of 
higher  grade. 

These  factors  have  proven  to  be  an  asset  for  hobbyists,  as  they  make 
collecting  an  attractive  date  and  mint  set  of  the  series  an  attainable  and 
affordable  goal.  For  most  years,  the  branch  mints  in  Denver  and  San 
Francisco  struck  only  a fraction  of  the  Buffalo  nickel  population;  up 
through  America’s  Great  Depression,  “D”  and  “S”  mintmarks  appeared 
on  only  5 to  20  percent  of  5 -cent  coins.  As  a result,  mint-state  examples 
from  these  outlets  are  pricey.  However,  collectors  having  the  patience  to 
seek  out  Fine  to  Extremely  Fine  examples  will  be  re- 
warded with  a stunning  array  of  attractive,  reasonably 
priced  coins. 

How  much  of  the  Buffalo  nickel’s  success  was  part  of 
Fraser’s  plan  and  how  much  was  luck,  we  may  never 
know.  It  is  important,  however,  not  to  underestimate 
the  artist’s  insight.  Consider  his  famous  sculpture.  End 
of  the  Trail,  which  is  so  compelling  that  it  is  almost 
overdone.  Yet,  like  the  Parthenon,  2,500  years  of  expo- 
sure to  the  elements  will  never  wear  away  its  essential 
geometry.  Though  of  different  fabric  and  design,  the 
Buffalo  nickel  has  the  same  stark,  enduring  lines. 

The  Thomas  Jefferson  commemorative  5-cent  piece, 
designed  by  Felix  Schlag,  replaced  the  Buffalo  nickel  in 
1938.  Yet,  after  60  years,  Fraser’s  coin  still  is  the  object 
of  great  attention,  perhaps  because  of  its  durability  and 
distinctly  American  flavor.  • 

continued  on  page  > >9 
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Five  of  the  over  31,600  coins  NQC  graded  in  December  1996  were,*.. 


The  Eliasberg/Parrino 
1913  Liberty  Head  Nickel 
NGC  PF-66 


A “Full  House”  Of  The  World’s 

Finest  Coins 


Numismatic  Guaranty  Corporation  of  America 

The  consistent  choice  for  certifying  the  world’s  finest  coins,  including 
over  30,000  of  the  world’s  most  important  coins  every  month....  like  yours. 


For  a listing  of  the  1,200'plus  authorized  NGC  dealers  who  can  help  you  submit 


your  important  coins,  call  1-800-NGC'COIN  (642-2646) 

/O^ 


NUMISMATIC 
GUARANTY 
CORPORATION 
Of  AMERICA 


f9t7-  f997 
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U.S.  COLLECTORS 
& COLLECTING 


A Collector 
Turned  Dealer 


by  John  Koebert 
ANA  158577 


A hobbyist  reminisces  about  his  decision  to  become 
a professional  numismatist,  even  though  he  knew  little 
about  earning  a livelihood  from  a coin  business. 


Actual  Size:  1 9,05mm 

As  a collector,  acquiring  the 
1 909-S  VDB  to  complete  my 
set  of  Lincoln  cents  gave  me  a 
real  sense  of  accomplishment. 

A few  years  later,  when  I con- 
sidered selling  the  set  because 
I was  short  of  funds,  I naively 
concluded  that  I knew  enough 
to  take  the  leap  from  collector 
to  dealer. 


Looking  back  at  my  early  collecting  years,  I think 
1964  proved  to  be  the  high  point.  It  was  the  year  I was  able 
to  acquire  the  “King”  of  all  Lincolns,  the  1 909-S  VDB.  I 
had  planned  and  worked  hard  to  buy  this  piece,  for  it  was 
the  crowning  glory  of  the  entire  set.  I could  actually  realize 
the  accomplishment  of  owning  a complete  collection  of  Lincoln  cents — 
sans  1922  “plain”  and  1955  doubled  die.  (In  order  to  have  a “complete 
set,”  I had  to  eliminate  the  errors  . . . they  didn’t  count.  I would  just  get 
them  later  when  I started  my  “Error  Collection.”)  Anyway,  there  I was, 
holding  the  set  and  feeling  as  though  my  life’s  work  was  as  complete  as 
that  little,  blue  Whitman  deluxe  album.  Little  did  I know  what  fate 
awaited  that  cent  collection. 

For  a few  years  following  this  feat,  I spent  most  of  my  time  upgrading 
the  pieces  that  had  come  from  circulation  or  dealer  junk  boxes.  By  the 
end  of  1966,  my  Lincoln  cent  collection  from  1934  to  date  was  Brilliant 
Uncirculated.  In  1967  it  went  on  hiatus. 

For  five  long  years,  the  little  album  lay  dormant  in  a closet  storage 
box.  These  were  my  college  years,  and  I had  found  other  interests  to 
occupy  my  time  and  money.  About  the  only  significant  change  was  the 
manner  in  which  the  coins  were  stored.  One  day  my  parents’  house  was 
burglarized,  and  to  aid  in  carrying  the  loot,  the  burglars  stole  the  storage 
box,  dumping  the  cent  collection  in  the  process. 

After  graduating  from  college,  I resumed  my  hobby  interests,  but  on  a 
small  budget.  I had  managed  to  find  only  part-time  work,  and  most  of 
my  income  was  spent  on  commuting.  However,  I did  manage  to  save  up 
a little  money  for  coins  and  was  able  to  put  together  a modest  United 
States  type  collection  to  place  alongside  the  Lincolns. 

T hen,  in  early  1977,  with  my  car  gasping  its  last  breath  of  octane,  I 
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“Why  not  become  a dealer?”  I had  the  time,  I had 
the  knowledge  (so  I thought),  and  I had  the  coins  ...  at 
least  the  start  of  an  inventory. 


went  in  search  of  new  means  of  transportation.  Out  of  necessity,  collect- 
ing was  put  on  temporary  standby,  and  thoughts  of  selling  my  coins 
crossed  my  mind.  I realized  I could  no  longer  afford  to  add  to  the  collec- 
tion, nor  would  I stand  by  watching  it  gather  dust.  I therefore  resolved 
to  sell  it  and  waited  for  an  opportune  moment.  That  time  came  in 
March,  at  a coin  show  in  Fredericksburg,  Virginia.  It  was  a small  show  of 
about  20  dealers,  the  crowd  of  collectors  relatively  thin.  Only  one  dealer 
seemed  the  slightest  bit  interested  in  my  coins;  he  offered  me  $75  for  the 
whole  lot. 

To  me,  that  was  less  than  a car  payment,  and  it  caused  me  to  think 
briefly  about  what  it  would  be  like  to  sit  on  the  other  side  of  the  table.  A 
few  moments  went  by,  and  it  became  more  than  just  a casual  thought . . . 
“Why  not  become  a dealer?”  I had  the  time,  I had  the  knowledge  (so  I 
thought),  and  I had  the  coins  ...  at  least  the  start  of  an  inventory.  That 
is  how  I would  have  to  think  from  now  on:  No  longer  did  I have  a “coin 
collection,”  I had  an  inventory.  I must  be  willing  to  sell  every  coin  I had, 
even  my  favorites.  I was  determined  to  become  a professional  numismatist! 

I planned,  organized  and  purchased  the  additional  stock  I needed  to 
start  my  new  coin  business.  I converted  my  entire  collection  into  dealer 
lots,  placing  each  coin  in  its  own  2x2  holder,  labeling  it  by  date,  type 
and  grade.  Next,  I registered  with  a local  dealer  who  specialized  in  bid- 
board  auctions.  Every  Tuesday  evening,  I purchased  coins  at  auction, 
sometimes  buying  duplicates  of  semi-key  dates  that  I knew  would  sell 
quickly.  Eventually,  I had  an  inventory  large  enough  to  fill  a show  case.  I 
was  ready  and  just  needed  a place  to  do  business.  The  local  coin  shows 
were  too  expensive  for  me  at  the  time,  and  my  collector  instinct  would 
have  been  a major  drawback  in  competing  with  the  pros.  I had  to  start 
where  the  competition  was  less  aggressive,  where  I could  make  a small 
but  steady  profit. 

I decided  on  the  flea-market  circuit.  The  Front  Royal,  Virginia,  flea 
market  had  an  ideal  location  on  a major  thoroughfare,  with  lots  of  park- 
ing and  cheap  rent — just  $7!  There  were  over  100  sellers,  a huge  crowd 
of  customers  and  not  one  other  coin  dealerl  On  my  first  weekend,  I grossed 
more  than  a hundred  dollars,  although  much  of  it  went  toward  purchas- 
ing new  coins.  I also  discovered  the  flea-market  coin  buyer,  one  who 
likes  old  coins  in  average,  circulated  condition  for  a low  price.  Indian 
Head  cents,  Buffalo  nickels  and  early  Lincolns  were  popular,  with  Mor- 
gan dollars  being  the  favorite. 

continued  on  page  510 


By  converting  my  entire  collec- 
tion into  dealer  lots  and  pur- 
chasing some  semi-key  dates, 

I had  enough  coins  to  fill  a 
show  case.  I decided  to  set  up 
shop  at  a local  flea  market. 
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THE  ADOPTIVE  EMPERORS: 
COINAGE  OF  ROME’S  ZENITH 


The  English  historian  Edward  Gibbon  termed  the  second  century  A.D.  the  “hap- 
piest age  in  history."  Between  96  and  180  A.D.,  the  Roman  Empire  was  ruled  by  a 
series  of  capable  emperors.  After  the  assassination  in  A.D.  96  of  Domitian,  the  last 
of  the  Flavian  emperors,  the  Senate  chose  one  of  their  own  members,  the  elderly 
Nerva,  to  succeed  to  the  throne.  To  secure  the  support  of  the  army,  the  new  em- 
peror adopted  the  general  Trajan  as  his  son  and  heir  in  A.D.  97.  This  adoption  set 
a precedent,  for  the  next  four  emperors-Trajan,  Hadrian,  Antoninus  Plus,  and  Mar- 
cus Aurelius-would  come  to  the  throne  as  the  adoptive  son  of  their  predecessor. 
Under  these  “adoptive  emperors,”  the  Roman  Empire  would  reach  the  zenith  of  its 
power  and  prosperity. 

In  A.D.  98,  Trajan  became  emperor  upon  the  death  of  Nerva.  Under  Trajan,  the 
Roman  Empire  underwent  its  last  significant  territorial  expansion.  After  two  cam- 
paigns (A.D.  101-102  and  105-106),  Trajan  annexed  the  Kingdom  of  the  Dacians 
(modern  Romania).  In  A.D.  105,  the  Kingdom  of  the  Nabataeans  was  converted 
into  the  Roman  province  of  Arabia  Petraea.  In  A.D.  114,  a dispute  with  Parthia  led 
Trajan  to  annex  Armenia  and  invade  Mesopotamia.  In  A.D.  116,  Mesopotamia  was 
declared  a Roman  Province.  However,  rebellions  in  the  East,  including  those  of 
the  Jews,  forced  Trajan  to  retreat.  He  died  in  A.D.  117  before  he  could  resume 
campaigning  in  the  East.  Before  his  death,  Trajan  named  his  adopted  son  Hadrian 
as  his  heir. 

The  reign  of  Hadrian  was  one  of  consolidation.  The  new  emperor  gave  up  Tra- 
jan's eastern  conquests-Armenia  regained  its  former  status  as  a Roman  vassal 
state.  Other  frontiers  were  strengthened.  In  Britain,  the  wall  he  built  to  defend 
against  the  Scottish  tribes  is  still  to  be  seen.  Hadrian  spent  most  of  his  reign  out- 
side of  Italy,  touring  the  provinces  to  see  first-hand  what  were  each  territory’s 
needs.  In  A.D.  136,  Hadrian  adopted  a certain  L.  Ceionius  Commodus,  who  took 
the  name  Aelius  Caesar,  as  his  son  and  heir.  However,  the  death  of  Aelius  in  A.D. 
138  compelled  Hadrian  to  designate  a new  heir,  Antoninus,  In  turn,  Hadrian  com- 
pelled Antoninus  to  adopt  Lucius  Verus,  the  son  of  Aelius,  and  a nephew  of  Anton- 
inus, Marcus  Annius  Verus,  renamed  Marcus  Aurelius,  Hadrian  died  later  that 
same  year. 

The  reign  of  Antoninus  Pius  (A.D.  138-161)  was  notable  chiefly  for  its  tranquility, 
although  in  Britain  a new  defensive  line  north  of  Hadrian’s  Wall  was  built  to  keep 
the  Scottish  tribes  further  at  bay.  Also  notable  was  the  long  apprenticeship  of  Mar- 
cus Aurelius,  who  was  named  Caesar  in  A.D.  139.  By  the  time  of  the  death  of  An- 
toninus in  A.D.  161,  Marcus  was  thoroughly  prepared  to  assume  the  burdens  of  of- 
fice. As  it  turned  out,  they  would  prove  to  be  considerable. 

Upon  his  accession,  Marcus  Aurelius  elevated  his  adoptive  brother,  Lucius 
Verus,  to  the  position  of  co-emperor.  Marcus,  however,  was  clearly  the  supreme 
authority.  Marcus  was  to  spend  much  of  his  reign  on  campaign.  Invasions  of  Ger- 
man tribes  from  the  north  and  of  Parthians  from  the  east  bedeviled  the  empire. 
Plague,  brought  back  from  the  east  by  the  army  in  A.D.  166,  swept  the  empire  ( a 
second  wave  of  plague  carried  Lucius  Verus  away  in  A.D.  169).  Despite  these 
shocks,  Marcus  was  able  to  restore  order  on  the  eastern  frontier  and  was  poised 
to  annex  territories  on  the  northern  frontier  at  the  time  of  his  death  A.D.  180.  Mar- 
cus was  succeeded  by  his  son  Commodus,  thus  breaking  the  pattern  of  succes- 
sion through  adoption.  Commodus  proved  to  be  a despot.  With  his  accession, 
Rome’s  greatest  age  came  to  an  end.  The  assassination  of  Commodus  at  the  end 
of  the  year  A.D.  192  ushered  in  four  years  of  civil  war. 

Due  to  recent  purchases,  we  are  able  to  offer  a large  selection  of  silver  denarii 
of  the  “adoptive  emperors.” 

MAIL  ORDER  POLICIES: 

1 . All  coins  guaranteed  genuine  and  as  described.  ANA  and  common  sense  grad- 
ing. Your  satisfaction  guaranteed! 

2.  Fourteen  day  return  privilege-or  approval  service  can  be  arranged  with  proper 
references. 

3.  Personal  checks  of  unknown  customers  must  clear.  VISA  and  MasterCard  taken, 
references  may  be  required. 

4.  Kentucky  residents  add  6%  sales  tax. 

5.  All  coins  sent  insured  or  registered.  Orders  less  than  $200  please  add  $2.00  for 
postage  and  handling. 

6 Most  coins  are  one-of-a-kind.  Second  choices  are  appreciated. 

7.  Visits  by  appointment  only. 


SATISFACTION  & 
AUTHENTICITY 
GUARANTEED 


ORDER  ALL  SEVEN  COINS 
FOR  JUST  $395. 


1.  Nerva,  A.D,  96-98,  Silver  Denar- 
ius, Fine  Plus,  $69 


2.  Trajan,  A.D.  98-117,  Silver 
Denarius,  VF,  $69 


3.  Hadrian,  A.D.  117-138,  Silver 
Denarius,  VF,  $69 


4.  Antoninus  Plus,  A.D.  138-161, 
Silver  Denarius,  VF,  $69 


5.  Marcus  Aurelius,  A.D.  161-180, 
Silver  Denarius,  VF,  $69 


6.  Lucius  Verus,  A.D.  161-169,  Sil- 
ver Denarius,  Choice  VF,  $79 


7.  Commodus,  A.D.  180-192,  Sil- 
ver Denarius,  Choice  VF,  $79 


JONATHAN  K.  KERN  CO. 


Life  Member  #1787 


441  South  Ashland  Ave.,  Lexington,  KY  40502 
To  order,  call  606-269-1614  between  10  a.m.  & 6 p.m.  EST 

Professional  Numismatist 
Bachelor  of  Arts  in  Numismatics 

24-hour  FAX  only  606-266-7900 


SOS 


T II  E M V M I s M A T I S T 


M .-/  )•  / V V 


To  See  Where  WeVe  Qoing,  Look  Where  WeVe  Been! 

Consign  Now  To  The 


1980 


1980 


1997  Heritage  NYC  ANA  Sale! 
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Daytime  Phone _ 
Evening  Phone  _ 
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FOR  FASTER  SERVICE, 

Call  l-SOO-US  COINS  (872-6467) 

HERITAGE  NUMISMATIC  AUCTIONS.  INC. 
Heritage  Plaza.  100  Highland  Park  Village 
Dalla.s.  Texas  75205-2788 
WATS:  1-800-US  COINS  (872-6467) 

In  Dallas:  214-528-3500  • FAX:  214-443-8425 
web  site:  http://www.heritagecoin.com 


□ YES!  I am  interested  in  consigning  my  coins  to  the  1997  Heritage 

NYC  ANA  Sale.  Please  have  Bob  Merrill  or  Leo  Frese  call  me  today! 

□ YES!  I would  like  a copy  of  the  1997  Heritage  NYC  ANA  Sale  Catalog. 

Enclosed  is  a check  or  money  order  for  $25.  or  a recent  invoice  for  $ 1 ,000  or 
more  from  another  coin  company.  Fax  or  Mail  to  Attention:  Heather. 

□ I would  like  a one-year  subscription  to  all  your  Signature  and  Bullet  Auction  Cat- 

alogs. Enclosed  is  $70  for  the  year. 

□ I would  like  a FREE  copy  of  your  video  “America 's  Convention  Auctioneer. " 


Heritage  Plaza,  1(K)  Highland  Park  Village 
Dallas,  Texas  75205-2788 
WATS:  1-800-US  COINS  (872-6467) 

In  Dallas:  214-528-3500  • FAX:  214-443-8425 
web  site:  http://www.heritagecoin.com 
NYC  License  Nos.  Samuel  W.  Foose,  #0952360  and  #0952361 
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SPANISH  NUMISMATICS 


by  Tom  Lopez 
ANA  166486 


Coins  of  a 
Dying  Empire 

The  abdication  of  Isabella  II  was  the  beginning  of  the 
end  for  the  Spanish  monarchy,  a rule  that  was  beset  by 
political  unrest  and  revolution. 


As  SHE  WAS  whisked  away  to  the  waiting  royal  carriage, 
Isabella  II  thought  of  her  father,  Ferdinand  VII.  She 
could  almost  see  the  many  generations  of  royal  ghosts 
standing  along  the  streets  as  she  left  the  Spanish  capital, 
never  to  return  as  queen.  And  though  she  presented  a 
tough  and  arrogant  exterior,  Isabella  now  felt  the  weight  of  an  empire 
crashing  down  around  her.  The  word  kept  ringing  in  her  head — “deposed.” 

It  is  amazing  how  coins,  especially  large  coins,  describe — not  neces- 
sarily totally  or  accurately — the  people  whose  likenesses  they  bear.  The 
20  reales  of  Spain’s  Isabella  II  shows  us  the  profile  of  a queen,  but  hid- 
den from  sight  is  the  reality  of  her  life.  Like  all  coins,  it  is  only  a histori- 
cal reminder,  an  image  frozen  in  time.  Just  as  the  stained-glass  windows 
of  medieval  churches  reveal  the  teachings  of  the  Church  and  the  Bible, 
the  coins  of  a realm  reinforce  a peoples’  nationalism  and  provide  an  im- 
age of  a sovereign  the  populace  might  never  meet.  In  economic  terms,  a 
coin  is  valued  for  its  precious-metal  content.  As  long  it  contains  the  cor- 
rect amount  of  silver  or  gold,  it  is  valuable.  However,  all  these  things  can 
tell  a great  deal  about  the  person  portrayed  on  it  and  those  who  author- 
ized its  production. 

Queen  Isabella  II 

Isabella  was  born  in  1830,  the  eldest  daughter  of  King  Ferdinand 
VII  and  his  fourth  wife,  Maria  Cristina  of  Naples.  Respecting  a request 
made  by  Ferdinand  before  Isabella’s  birth,  the  Cortes  (Spain’s  governing 
body)  set  aside  the  Salic  Law — which  prevented  women  from  ruling  in 
their  own  right — and  proclaimed  Isabella  queen  in  1833.  dlie  army  and 
a coalition  of  liberals  and  progressives  defended  the  decision  in  the  lace 
of  strong  opposition  from  the  C.arlists,  the  supporters  ol  the  king’s 
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brother  Don  Carlos,  who  hoped  to  take  the  throne  after  his  brother’s 
death.  After  two  regencies,  Isabella  was  illegally  installed  as  queen  in  her 
own  right  in  1843,  beginning  25  years  of  decay  for  the  Spanish  Empire. 

Isabella  is  remembered  as  a large  woman — both  figuratively  and  liter- 
ally. Politically,  all  factions  of  the  government,  even  some  of  her  own 
supporters,  found  her  inept,  untrustworthy  and  unprincipled.  She  had, 
for  example,  a highly  neurotic  habit  of  appointing  and  immediately  fir- 
ing ministers,  apparently  without  cause — a capricious  activity  that 
tended  to  paralyze  the  government.  She  was  personally  abusive  to  those 
around  her,  and  her  shenanigans  made  a mockery  of  intelligent  govern- 
ment. Although  the  programs  of  the  previous  regime  still  were  in  place, 
financial  scandals  brewed. 

The  basic  motifs  on  Spanish  coinage  changed  little  from  the  reign  of 
Isabella  II  through  that  of  Alfonso  XIII  (1886-1931),  with  a royal  por- 
trait on  the  obverse  and  the  Spanish  coat  of  arms  on  the  reverse.  The 
obverses  of  this  period  best  reflect  the  changes  in  royalty,  primarily 
through  the  portraits  and  accompanying  inscriptions.  Whereas  Isabella’s 
earlier  20  reales  depict  her  as  a rather  dowdy,  plump  schoolgirl,  the  later 
issues  portray  a self-confident  woman,  with  sharper,  more  solid  fea- 
tures— this  despite  the  fact  that,  at  the  time,  both  her  reign  and  reputa- 
tion were  in  trouble. 

Isabella  had  come  to  be  known  by  her  people  as  esa  senora  (“that 
woman”).  Her  husband — her  cousin  and  the  king-consort — was  disliked 
at  court  because  of  his  whining  nature  and  nerve-racking,  high-pitched 
voice.  The  couple  offended  many  of  their  countrymen,  spending  more 
time  on  planning  fancy  dress  balls  than  on  the  affairs  of  state.  It  is  sur- 
prising, then,  that  her  reign  is  noted  for  the  growth  of  liberalism,  which 
helped  modernize  the  country’s  economy  as  well  as  its  educational  sys- 
tem. On  the  other  hand,  it  is  no  surprise  that  most  of  the  actions  taken 
by  the  liberals  really  were  responses  to  Isabella  and  ber  cronies. 
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Not  Actual  Size 

Typical  of  coins  issued  by 
Spain’s  rulers  from  1834 
to  1931,  this  1852  20  reales 
of  Isabella  II  (left)  bears  a 
royal  portrait  on  the  obverse 
and  the  Spanish  coat  of  arms 
on  the  reverse.  Isabella  is 
depicted  on  her  early  coinage 
(top  right)  as  a plump  school- 
girl. She  appears  more  mature 
and  self-confident  on  her 
later  issues  (bottom  right). 
The  inscription  ISABEL  2a 
FOR  LA  GRACIA  DE  DIOS  Y 
LA  CONSTITUCION  notes 
that  she  reigns  “by  the  grace 
of  God  and  the  Constitu- 
tion.’’ Unfortunately,  by  that 
time  both  her  reign  and  her 
reputation  were  in  trouble. 


Sil 


The  5 pesetas  (bottom)  au- 
thorized by  the  provisional 
government  in  1870  shows 
a female  figure,  personifying 
the  republic  (Hispania). 

Some  jokingly  said  the  figure 
was  a dying  Isabella  (below); 
others  countered  that  it 
could  not  be  the  deposed 
queen — the  lady  on  the  coin 
was  too  thin.  The  coin  car- 
ries two  dates — the  larger  is 
the  year  of  authorization;  the 
smaller  (stamped  on  two 
stars  at  the  left  and  right)  is 
the  year  of  issue. 


In  an  effort  to  stave  off  counterfeiters,  the  reverse 
legend  noted  the  coin’s  silver  content.  Despite  these 
measures,  some  fake  pieces  were  produced  in  1870  . . . 


Even  though  Isabella  was  popular  when  she  first  came  to  power,  by 
the  time  she  was  38  years  old,  she  was  dethroned  by  politicians  who 
knew  her  people  better  than  she  did.  The  queen  had  failed  to  support 
the  progressive  political  movement,  forcing  it  into  extremist  positions. 
The  progressives  did  not  seek  to  overthrow  the  monarchy,  but  Isabella 
tested  their  loyalty  far  too  long,  finally  driving  them  to  revolution. 

In  1868  Isabella’s  forces  were  defeated,  and  her  popular  support  dried 
up.  Shortly  thereafter,  she  went  into  exile  in  Paris,  and  in  1870  abdicated 
her  rights  to  Alfonso,  her  eldest  surviving  son.  However,  he  was  not  called 
back  to  Spain  to  rule  for  another  four  years.  Isabella  died  in  Paris  in  1904. 


The  Provisional  Government 

With  the  revolution  of  1868  and  the  fall  of  Isabella, 
the  obverse  of  Spain’s  coins  saw  dramatic  change.  The 
5 pesetas  of  1869  and  1870  show  a reclining  female  figure, 
representing  the  republic  (Hispania).  On  her  head,  she  wears 
a mural  crown  (having  a design  resembling  a battlement). 
Her  arm  and  back  rest  on  the  Pyrenees;  her  foot  snuggles 
next  to  Gibraltar.  Local  stories  tell  of  people  laughing  at  the 
new  coin,  saying  the  figure  was  that  of  a dying  Isabella;  oth- 
ers said  it  could  not  be  Isabella,  for  the  lady  on  die  coin  was 
much  too  thin. 

Another,  more  lasting,  design  change  was  introduced  in 
1868.  Coins  carried  two  dates — the  larger  was  the  year  of  au- 
thorization, while  the  smaller  (stamped  on  two,  six-pointed 
stars)  indicated  the  year  of  issue.  In  an  effort  to  stave  off 
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Upon  his  arrival  in  Madrid  . . . , however,  Amadeo 
learned  that  General  Juan  Prim,  one  of  his  staunchest 
Spanish  supporters,  had  been  assassinated. 


counterfeiters,  the  reverse  legend  noted  the  coin’s  silver  content.  De- 
spite these  measures,  some  fake  pieces  were  produced  in  1870  of  silver- 
plated  brass. 

King  Amadeo  I 

On  November  16,  1870,  Amadeo,  Duke  of  Aosta,  received  a tele- 
gram announcing  that  the  Cortes  had  elected  him  king  of  Spain. 
Amadeo  was  born  on  May  30,  1845,  in  Turin,  Italy,  the  second  son  of 
Victor  Emmanuel  II,  the  future  king  of  Italy.  He  had  been  groomed  to 
assume  the  throne,  although  his  understanding  of  how  a constitutional 
monarchy  worked  was  somewhat  naive.  Knowing  the  troubled  political 
situation,  Amadeo  nevertheless  felt  the  pangs  of  royal  duty  calling  and 
reluctantly  accepted  the  crown.  Upon  his  arrival  in  Madrid  on  Decem- 
ber 20,  1870,  however,  Amadeo  learned  that  General  Juan  Prim,  one  of 
his  staunchest  Spanish  supporters,  had  been  assassinated.  This  marked 
the  beginning  of  a very  rough  three  years. 

When  Amadeo  I became  king  in  1870,  the  most  notable  change  in  the 
coinage  was  to  the  5 pesetas.  The  portrait  of  the  handsome,  young,  Ital- 
ian nobleman  depicted  a strength  he  unfortunately  lacked  in  reality.  The 
beard,  traditionally  a symbol  of  manly  power  and  maturity,  dominates 
the  bust.  Although  Amadeo  was  prepared  to  become  a strong  constitu- 
tional monarch,  there  was  no  mention  of  the  constitution  on  the  coin. 
The  inscription  reads  simply,  “Amadeo  I,  King  of  Spain.” 

Another  phrase  missing  from  the  5 pesetas  is  “By  the  grace  of  God.” 
It  probably  was  politically  correct  for  Amadeo  to  avoid  invoking  the 
name  of  God  on  his  coinage.  Omitting  reference  to  God  would  prove 
his  infidelity  to  the  Church;  use  of  God’s  name  would  have  been  viewed 
as  hypocrisy. 

Amadeo  was  pressed  to  take  immediate  control  of  the  monarchy,  even 
though  support  was  weak  and  fragmented.  He  conscientiously  attempted 
to  make  Spain  a strong  constitutional  monarchy,  but  failed.  The  sup- 
porters of  Don  Carlos  still  were  pushing  his  claim  to  the  throne,  and  the 
Catholic  Church  remembered  Amadeo’s  father  as  the  man  who  had  im- 
prisoned the  Pope.  There  also  was  little  enthusiasm  for  the  new  mon- 
arch among  the  general  populace,  which  ridiculed  him  in  the  theaters  of 
Madrid.  His  court  included  a collection  of  malcontents,  revolutionaries 
and  opportunists,  each  with  their  own  agenda.  The  pressures  took  their 
toll,  and  Amadeo  I abdicated  on  February  11,  1873,  returning  to  Italy. 
He  was  only  28  years  old. 
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On  the  5 pesetas,  the  por- 
trait of  Amadeo  I — depicting 
a handsome,  young,  Italian 
nobleman — reflects  a strength 
he  unfortunately  lacked  in 
real  life. 


Coins  of  Carlos  VII,  pre- 
tender to  the  throne,  pro- 
claim his  right  to  rule  “By 
the  grace  of  God.” 


A former  military  cadet, 
Alfonso  XII  drew  strong  sup- 
port from  young  army  offi- 
cers. On  this  1878  5 pesetas, 
the  king  sports  a military- 
style  haircut. 


. . . [Alfonso]  was  called  to  service  and  returned 
to  Spain  on  January  9,  1875,  with  the  strong  endorse- 
ment of  conservative  politicians. 


King  Carlos  VII,  The  Pretender 

In  addition  to  being  troubled  by  the  Church,  Amadeo  was  attacked 
by  the  Carlists,  whose  platform  for  Don  Carlos’  monarchy  was  out  of 
touch  with  the  new  Spain  (they  wanted,  for  example,  to  bring  back  the 
Inquisition).  They  were  potent  enough,  however,  to  make  life  uncom- 
fortable for  Amadeo.  As  pretender  to  the  throne,  Don  Carlos  actually 
began  minting  his  own  money  in  1875  as  Carlos  VII. 

Amadeo’s  term  was  followed  by  a republican  government  that  stum- 
bled through  three  chief  executives  and  a prime  minister  in  the  space  of 
a year.  Now  it  was  time  for  the  Bourbons’  return.  Isabella  II  was  the  last 
Bourbon  ruler  of  Spain,  and  she  had  failed  to  keep  the  crown  in  the  fam- 
ily. Her  son  Alfonso,  however,  would  take  it  back. 

King  Alfonso  XII 

When  Amadeo  abdicated  in  February  1873,  Alfonso  was  a cadet 
at  Sandhurst,  the  Royal  Military  college  in  England.  He  had  just  turned 
16,  the  legal  age  to  accept  the  crown  of  Spain.  In  December  1874,  he 
was  called  to  service  and  returned  to  Spain  on  January  9,  1875,  with  the 
strong  endorsement  of  conservative  politicians.  More  importantly,  he 
had  the  support  of  young  army  officers,  because  they  thought  the  same 
way  and  spoke  the  same  political  language. 

An  examination  of  the  portrait  of  Alfonso  XII  on  the  5 pesetas  of 
1875-81  shows  the  profile  of  a young  cadet  with  a military-style  haircut. 
It  may  have  been  coincidental,  but  the  cut  of  his  hair  cinched  his  popu- 
larity with  the  troops.  Not  until  later  do  we  see  a coinage  portrait  with 
the  “mutton  chop”  sideburns  and  mustache  of  a self-confident  king, 
looking  older  than  his  24  years. 

With  Alfonso  XII’s  assumption  of  the  throne,  the  reverse  of  the 
5 pesetas  also  reflects  the  change  in  the  bloodline.  Under  Anadeo  I,  the 
escudete  (the  small  shield  within  the  Spanish  coat-of-arms)  featured  the 
Savoy  crest.  Now  the  shield  of  the  House  of  Bourbon  was  returned  to 
the  escudete. 

Alfonso’s  reign  was  a peaceful  one.  His  troops  finally  eliminated  the 
Carlist  movement.  There  was  economic  prosperity,  even  if  mostly  for 
the  rich,  and  flourishing  conservative  factions  were  a constant  source  of 
moral  and  financial  support.  Unfortunately,  his  time  was  cut  short.  Chi 
November  25,  1885,  the  27-year-old  Alfonso  dieil  ol  consumption.  The 
coins  authorized  in  1885,  bearing  his  image,  were  issued  over  the  next 
two  years. 
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Alfonso’s  second  wife  bore  him  ...  a son  born  on 
May  17,  1886,  some  six  months  after  the  king’s  death. 
Spain  would  have  a new  king  in  the  infant . . . 


Alfonso’s  second  wife — Maria  Cristina,  archduchess  of  Austria — bore 
him  two  daughters,  as  well  as  a son  born  on  May  17,  1886,  some  six 
months  after  the  king’s  death.  Spain  would  have  a new  king  in  the  in- 
fant, who  would  become  Alfonso  XIII.  It  was  during  his  reign  that  the 
Spanish  monarchy  would  fall  to  the  military  dictatorship  of  General 
Francisco  Franco.  • 
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The  obverse  of  the  1885  5 pesetas  (top)  shows  a more 
“mature”  Alfonso  XII;  the  king  died  on  November  25, 

1 885 — shortly  after  this  portrait  was  taken — at  the  ripe 
old  age  of  27. 
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(Don't  Miss  TCfUs  GoCden  Opportunity 

B B / B presents  to  you  a remarkable  year-end  occasion  • • • 


Have  ANY  US.  or  FOREIGN  COIN  Graded,  Authenticated  <S  Encapsulated 


PCI 


For  Just  [An  Offer  Not  To  Be  Repeated] 


® 


offers  you  the  best  grading,  authentication  & encapsulation  at  the  lowest  cost 
and  the  fastest  turn-around  time  of  any  third-party  grading  service. 


A LIST  OF  REASONS  WHY  YOU  SHOULD  CHOOSE  PCI®: 

I Six  working  day  service  on  all  American  coins — faster  than  any  other  service. 

I Ten  working  day  service  on  all  Foreign  coins — ^faster  than  any  other  service. 

I Of  the  three  major  grading  services,  we  are  the  only  one  to  offer  all  of  the  following  special  designations  right  on 
the  label.  Full  Step  Attribution  for  Jefferson  Nickels,  Full  Bell  Line  Attribution  for  Franklin  Halves,  Fractional  Designation 
of  Horn  Visibility  for  Buffalo  Nickels,  Three  Tier  Designation  for  “Cameo”  Coins,  Percentage  of  Toning  for  Silver  Coins. 
I The  first  service  to  offer  encapsulation  for  problem  coins  that  are  typically  returned  to  the  submitter  not 
graded,  not  documented,  and  not  encapsulated  by  other  services. 

I Consistent  high  trading  percentages  in  the  distinguished  publication  “Coin  Dealer  Newsletter.” 

I PCI’s  exclusive  “Signature  Series  Service”— PCI  allows  you  access  to  six  of  the  country’s  most  celebrated  and 
remarkably  reliable  numismatic  authorities:  LARRY  BRIGGS — Bust  & Seated  Liberty  Specialist;  CINDY 
GRELLMAN — Token  & Medals  Specialist;  j.R.  GRELLMAN — Early  American  Coppers  specialist;  JEFF  OXMAN 
—Silver  Dollar  & “VAM  Key”  Specialist;  J.T.  STANTON— Variety  & Error  Specialist;  RICK  TOMASKA- 
Modern  & Proof  Coinage,  Cameo  Specialist . . . The  Distinctive  “Printer  Ink”  Uvender  Label  displays  the  Signature  of 
your  designated  specialist.  The  coins  are  attributed,  designated  & graded  by  your  specialist,  and  are  the  best 
investment  you  can  make  for  your  future.  THIS  SERVICE  IS  NOT  INCLUDED  WITH  THIS  SPECIAL  OFFER . . . 

THE  FEE  FOR  THIS  SERVICE  IS  $18.00  PER  COIN,  PLUS  SHIPPING.  (RETURN  TIME  WILL  VARY) 

I Federal  Express  return  delivery  at  no  additional  charge  to  you  . . . Someone  has  to  be  available  to  accept  deliver 
during  business  hours,  and  all  packages  must  be  signed  for.  


THIS  OFFER  EXPIRES  THIRTY  DAYS  AFTER  YOUR  RECEIPT  OF  THIS  PUBLICATION. 

_NO  MINIMUM,  OR  MAXLMUM  AMOUNT  OF  COINS  REt^yjRED  FOR  SUBMLIJALWJTHJHLS  OFFER 


We  offer  our  clients  a choice  of  "Registered  U.S.  Mail"  or  "2nd  Day  Federal  Express"  at  no  extra  charge. 
Please  use  the  rates  listed  in  the  Coin  insurance  & Return  Shipping  Chart  for  either  service. 

Please  specify  delivery  preference:  □ Federal  Express  l3  U.S.  Mail 
DATE  A MINTMARK  DENOMINATION  OWNER’S  DECLARED  VALUE 

I 


You  must  furnish  a complete,  exact,  street  address  for  the  delivery  of  Federal  Express  packages. 

No  indirect  delivery,  address  changes,  or  forwarding  allowed.  Any  attempts  to  do  so  results  in 
additional  charges  that  will  be  paid  by  you,  the  submitter. 

90%  OF  ALL  COINS  Wia  BE  SHIPPED  ON  OR  BEFORE  THE  STH  WORKING  DAY  AFTER  WE  RECEIVE  THEM. 
COINS  ARE  ONLY  INSURED  FOR  THE  'OWNER’S  DECLARED  VALUE”  I THE  FEE  ACTUALLY  PAID. 


(FOR  MORE  THAN  4 COINS,  USE  SEPARATE  PIECE  OF  PAPER) 


COIN  INSURANCE  & RETURN  SHIPPING  FEES 

$ 0.00  to  $ I00-$6.7S 

$ 6001.00  to  $ 7000  8 $11.93 

$ 100.01  to  $ SOO  s $ 7.2a 

$ 7001.00  to  $ 8000  8 $12.60 

$ SOO.OI  to  $1000  « $ 7.8B 

$ 8001.00  to  $ 9000  *$13.28 

$1000.01  to  $2000  «$  8.5S 

$ 9001.00  to  $10,000  8 $13.95 

$2000.01  to  $3000  8$  9.23 

$ 1 0,00 1 .00  to  $ 1 5,000  8 $ 1 7.95 

$3000.01  to  $4000  8$  9.90 

$ 1 5,00 1 .00  to  $20,000  8 $2 1 .95 

$4000.01  to  $5000  8 $10.58 

$20,001.00  to  $22,000  ■ $24.95 

$5000.01  to  $6000  8 $11.25 

$22,001.00  to  $25,000  > $28.75 

CREDIT  CARD  # . 
NAME 


.EXP.  DATE  . 


-DO  NOT  UNDERINSURE— 


ADDRESS  - 


PLEASE  UST  EXACT  DELIVERY  ADDRESS  TO  AVOID  ADDITIONAL  SHIPPING  EXPENSES 
STATE ZIP 


CITY 

PHONE  _L 


J- 


Total  Coins  Enclosed . 


. X $8.00  ■ $ 


Return  Postage  x $.50  Per  Coin  ■ $ 
Total  Amount  Enclosed  ■ s 


CALL  1-800-277-2646  FOR  A FREE  SUBMITTAL  PACKAGE,  OR  VISIT  OUR  WEB  SITE  @http://www.chattanooga.net/pci 
OR  LOCATE  US  ON  MOST  SEARCH  ENGINES  BY  SIMPLY  TYPING  “coin  grading  service"  AT  THE  SEARCH  PROAiPT 

per  Your  Professional  Coin  Information,  Grading,  Authentication  <fi  Encapsulation  Service 
P.O.  BOX  8609  • CHATTANOOGA,  TN  37414  (Pleose  Call  For  Proper  Street  Delivery  Address  If  Using  Federof  Express  or  United  Parcel  Sendee) 
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The  Adventures  of  John  M.  Hubbard 


As  READERS  KNOW  by  now, 
I get  quite  excited  when  I 
find  something  of  numis- 
matic interest  that  also  has  an  ele- 
ment of  mystery  or  discovery.  Noth- 
ing piques  my  imagination  more 
than  a clue  that,  if  followed,  might 
lead  to  something  new.  Of  course, 
that  is  what  research  is  all  about. 

About  10  years  ago,  Henry  G. 
(“Hank”)  Spangenberger,  an  Ohio 
coin,  medal  and  token  dealer  who 
for  a time  also  served  as  ANA  histo- 
rian, gave  me  several  copies  of  an 
old  newspaper  called  The  Curiosity 
World.  (More  recently,  David  Sund- 
man  of  New  Hampshire’s  Littleton 
Coin  Company  sent  me  another 


copy  of  the  same  publication,  think- 
ing I might  enjoy  it.)  Datelined 
“Lake  Village,  N.H.,”  it  was  pub- 


COIN 

C 0 L L E C 

fSdr 

TORS 

V by  Q.  DAVID  BOWERS 

lished  by  one  John  M.  Hubbard,  a 
name  unfamiliar  to  me. 

Lake  Village  was  situated  on  Lake 
Winnipesaukee,  the  same  lake  on 
which  our  company  has  its  offices 
(complete  with  boat  dock)  in  Wolfe- 


boro.  (I  later  learned  that  Lake  Vil- 
lage is  the  Lakeport  of  today,  a name 
used  since  early  1893.  In  fact,  I have 
visited  Lakeport  many  times,  not 
knowing  its  past  identity.)  It  is  little 
wonder  then  that  copies  of  The  Cu- 
riosity World,  with  its  front  page 
spangled  with  coin  illustrations,  was 
right  up  my  alley. 

Remy  Bourne’s  Study 

I idly  browsed  through  The  Curiosity 
World,  thinking  it  would  provide  a 
good  topic  for  future  research  a few 
years  down  the  line.  That  opportu- 
nity came  sooner  than  I expected. 

Recently,  I decided  to  delve  into 
some  books  authored  and  given  to 


Sell  your  coins 
to  LITTLETON! 

We  buy  single  coins  to  entire  estates, 

AG'3  to  MS'65,  early  U.S.  to  modem 
As  one  of  the  nations  largest  coin  retailers,  we  spend  millions 
of  dollars  each  year  for  U.S.  coins  in  a wide  range  of  grades. 

Over  150,000+  customers  bought  more 
than  3 million  coins  from  us  last  year! 


Our  150,000  collector  customers  from  all  50  states  represent  a 
vast  variety  of  collecting  interests  from  AG  pieces  to  Proofs, 
from  early  Bust  and  Seated  coinage  to  modem  issues,  from 
low-cost  coins  to  great  American  rarities.  Our  needs  are 
extensive  and  our  huy  prices  are  highly  competitive.  Contact 
us  hy  phone,  fax,  mail  or  teletype  today! 


• Fair  and  honest  appraisals  & offers 

• Fast  confirmations  and  settlements 

• Finders  fees  and  joint  arrangements 


"^Littleton 

Coin  Company 

Dept.  NUMOOl 
646  Union  Street 
Littleton,  NH  03561 


Buyer  Phone:  (603)444-1020 
FAX:  (603)444-3501 
Teletype-.Facts  D97,  CoinNet  NH07 

Celebrating  Over  50  Years  of  Friendly  Service  to  Collectors 


WANTED 

Canadian  Coins,  Tokens  & 
Banknotes  for  Cash  or  Consignment 


We  are  one  of  the  largest  buyers 
and  sellers  of  Canadian  material 
How  4 locations. 


jetM  NUMISMATIC  INVESTMENTS 

106  W.  Broadway,  Vancouver,  B.C.  V5Y  1 P3 
(604)  876-7181 

P.O.  Box  9,  Blaine,  WA  98230-0009 
Franchise  Inquiries  Welcome 
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The  first  issue  of  The  Curiosity  World,  published  by  John 
M.  Hubbard  in  Lake  Village,  New  Hampshire,  in  Septem- 
ber 1 886,  carried  a story  about  double  eagles  and  other 
gold  coins. 


me  by  Minneapolis  numismatist/ 
historian  Remy  Bourne:  a limited- 
edition,  two-volume  set  entitled 
American  Numismatic  Periodicals,  1 860- 
1960.  Between  the  gilt-stamped,  blue 
covers  of  Book  I was  a detailed  study 
covering  all  sorts  of  magazines  and 
newspapers  from  the  1860s  up  to 
1909  (publications  released  from 
1909  to  1960  were  covered  in  Book 
II).  The  reference  gave  the  title  of 
each  magazine;  illustrated  the  cover 
of  the  earliest  issue  Bourne  could 
find;  identified  its  publisher,  editor 
and  place  of  business;  and  delineated 
year-by-year  the  volumes  and  num- 
bers that  were  published,  including 
the  quantity  of  pages  in  each.  (Nu- 
mismatic research  often  is  a labor  of 
love — this  effort  certainly  was.) 


Anyway,  just  past 
the  halfway  point 
in  Book  I,  there  in 
front  of  my  eyes  was 
illustrated  the  front 
page  of  The  Curiosity 
World.  A bell  rang,  a 
bulb  illuminated,  and 
I remembered  that 
in  my  office  I had  a 
nice  little  collection 
of  this  same  period- 
ical. Bourne  stated 
that  the  first  issue 
made  its  appearance 
in  September  1886, 
and  the  last  was  pub- 
lished on  February 
15,  1888.  Altogether 
there  were  24  issues 
arranged  in  two  vol- 
umes. The  periodi- 
cal’s editor  was  iden- 
tified as  H.J.  Miron. 

Now  I was  really 
intrigued.  Who  was 
Hubbard?  Who  was 
Miron?  Why  was 
Lake  Village,  for  a 
time,  a center  of  numismatic  pubUsh- 
ing?  Where  was  Lake  Village?  (Al- 
though I often  boat  around  Lake  Win- 
nipesaukee  in  the  summer,  I didn’t 
recall  seeing  a town  by  that  name.) 

The  1 883  Liberty  Head  Nickel 

Having  read  back  issues  of  the  Amer- 
ican Journal  of  Numismatics  (first  pub- 
lished in  May  1866),  dealer  and  auc- 
tion catalogs,  and  Mason's  Coin  and 
Stamp  Collectors'  Magazine,  among 
other  hobby  publications  of  the  era, 
I knew  that  the  decade  of  the  1880s 
was  one  of  discovery  and  excitement. 
Aluch  of  this  can  be  attributed  to  the 
1883  Liberty  Head  nickel,  the  vari- 
ety devoid  of  the  word  “cents.”  (As  is 
well  known  to  many  readers,  the  de- 
nomination on  this  nickel  5-ccnt 


piece  was  indicated  simply  by  a 
large  Roman  numeral  “V”  on  the  re- 
verse. Unscrupulous  people  cut 
reeds  into  the  coins,  plated  them 
with  gold,  and  passed  them  off  as  $5 
pieces.  The  Mint  soon  recognized 
its  error,  and  CENTS  was  added 
shortly  thereafter.) 

The  November  1886  issue  of  The 
Curiosity  World  (Vol.  I,  No.  3)  noted, 
“The  government  has  been  calling 
in  the  V nickels  of  1883  without 
cents,  ever  since  their  coinage  was 
stopped.  They  are  melted  and 
coined  into  the  common  nickels.  We 
have  a few  of  the  variety  without 
cents  . . . , which  we  are  selling  at 
15  cents  each.  Everyone  who  does 
not  own  a specimen  should  procure 
one  at  once  as  in  a short  time  they 
will  cost  much  more.  John  M.  Hub- 
bard, Lake  Village,  N.H.” 

Hubbard,  the  Stamp  Collector 

Since  revisiting  Hubbard’s  Curiosity 
World,  I have  learned  a bit  about  this 
publisher/entrepreneur.  He  moved 
to  Lake  Village  from  Bristol,  New 
Hampshire,  and  secured  a position  as 
a clerk  in  J.R.  Leavitt’s  grocery  store 
on  Fore  Street,  across  from  the 
Winnipesaukee  River,  which  drains 
the  lake  of  the  same  name.  At  the 
time,  the  town  was  a manufactur- 
ing center  for  many  products,  in- 
cluding machinery,  wooden  fur- 
niture, and  cloth  goods.  Tourists 
often  came  by  rail  to  Lake  Village, 
where  many  boarded  steamers,  such 
as  the  Lady  of  the  Lake  or  the  Mount 
Washington,  for  cruises  among  the 
islands  or  to  other  ports,  such  as  .Al- 
ton, Centre  Harbor  or  Wolfeboro. 
(Then,  as  now,  the  Lakes  Region  of 
New  Hampshire  was  a powerful 
drawing  card  in  the  summer  for  resi- 
dents of  Boston,  Providence  and 
New  York  Ciit\’.) 

In  1881  Hubbard  was  ven'  much 
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involved  in  stamp  collecting,  with  an 
apparent  sideline  in  coins.  On  Sep- 
tember 1,  while  still  clerking  at 
Leavitt’s,  he  launched  a small  maga- 
zine, the  Granite  State  Philatelist 
(“Granite  State”  being  the  nickname 
for  New  Hampshire).  The  masthead 
proclaimed  that  the  periodical  was 
“Devoted  to  Stamps,  Coins  and  Cu- 
riosities.” In  time,  he  became  in- 
volved in  several  other  businesses, 
including  selling  shoes. 

While  it  featured  occasional  items 
on  coins,  the  Granite  State  Philatelist 
was  devoted  primarily  to  stamps. 
Publication  continued  through  Oc- 
tober 1884,  by  which  time  three 
572  X 772-inch  volumes  (26  issues) 
had  seen  print.  Most  numbered  eight 
pages  in  length;  the  subscription 
rate  was  15  cents  per  year  for  12 
issues.  The  idea  was  that  readers 


would  order  items  from  Hubbard 
and  other  advertisers. 

Although  Hubbard  eventually  sold 
the  Granite  State  Philatelist  to  the 
Empire  State  Philatelist,  the  flame  of 
his  collecting  interest  still  burned 
brightly.  An  item  in  the  August  17, 
1888,  issue  of  the  Belknap  Republican, 
published  in  Laconia  (of  which 
Lakeport  became  a part  in  1893), 
noted  that  Hubbard  had  gone  to 
Boston  to  attend  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  American  Philatelic  Society. 
During  the  same  era,  yet  another  pe- 
riodical, Hubbard's  Magazine,  was 
published  in  Lake  Village  and  inter- 
spersed stamp-collecting  features 
with  fictional  entries. 

By  this  time,  John  Hubbard  had 
stopped  grocery  clerking  and  had 
entered  the  retail  business  on  his 
own  account,  selling  shoes  and 


“fancy  goods.”  The  latter  was  a 
catchall  term  that  often  applied  to 
binoculars,  lamps,  stereoscopes,  and 
other  items  of  home  decoration  and 
personal  pleasure;  however,  in  Hub- 
bard’s case,  it  probably  referred  to 
upscale  clothing  for  men. 

During  the  mid  1880s,  he  also 
published  “Hubbard’s  Individual 
Time  Book,”  a small,  daily  ledger 
useful  for  keeping  track  of  labor  per- 
formed and  hours  worked.  He  issued 
a series  of  stamp  albums,  as  well  as 
guides  on  other  collecting  subjects. 

In  September  1886,  The  Curiosity 
World  debuted  under  Hubbard’s  own- 
ership and  Miron’s  editorial  guidance. 
The  first  issue  carried  an  article  by 
Miron,  “The  Coins  of  the  United 
States;  Gold,”  which  also  was  pub- 
lished in  the  local  Lake  Village  Times. 

continued  next  month  • 


Giessener 

Miinzhandlung 

Collector  oriented 
and  competent 

Our  specialities 

• ancient  coins 

• medieval  coins 

• modern  coins 

Services  and  offer 

• buying  and  selling 

• several  annual 
auctions 

• delivery  at 
any  time 

• a wide  range  of 
coins  in  stock 

Ask  for  our 
catalogues! 


Giessener  Miinzhandlung  • Dieter  Corny  GmbH 

Maximiliansplatz  20  • D — 80333  Munchen 
Tel:  089-226876  • Fax  089-2285513 


Avena  offers  prices  that 
no  one  can  stack  up  to  . . 


NUMISMATIC 
CUAKANTV 
COlPOKATION 
or  AMtHtCA 


Paying  top  dollar 

U.S.  Gold  • Type 
Silver  Dollars 
Commemoratives 
PCGS,  NGC  & Raw 


Trust  • Integrity  • Reputation 

AVENA  RARE  COIN 


P$5 


Miaumn 


800  Chestnut  Avenue  • Vineland,  NJ  08360 

(609)  794-1600 


Daniel  Avena  - 
LM.3114  1^ 
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AHENTION  ALL  A.N.A.  MEMBERS! 


Now  You  Can  Submit  Your  Coins  Directly  To  The  Coin 
Industry's  Number  One  Coin  Grading  Service 


Nearly  all  coins  sold  to- 
day are  certified  by  a 
third  party  grading  ser- 
vice. For  the  past  decade, 
buyers  have  insisted 
on  independent  verifica- 
tion of  a coin's  grade  be- 
fore making  a purchasing 
decision.  Just  a visit  to  any 
major  coin  show  will  ver- 
ify that  80%  of  rare  coins 
sold  today  are  graded  by  a 
third  party  grading  ser- 
vice. 

• an  independent  opinion  of  the  grade  of  your  coins, 

• your  coins  to  have  the  highest  degree  of  liquidity, 

• your  coins  to  be  as  attractive  as  possible  to  poten- 
tial buyers,  then  choose  third  party  grading. 

Among  third  party  grading  services,  one  stands  out 
from  all  the  rest  as  the  grading  service  of  choice  for  the 
rare  coin  industry.  Since  1986,  the  Professional  Coin 
Grading  Service  (PCGS)  has  graded  4,711,183  coins 
with  a declared  value  of  $6,472,812,681.  That's  more 
coins  than  all  the  other  grading  services  combined. 
More  dealers  use  PCGS  for  grading  than  any  other 
grading  service.  These  professionals  know  that  PCGS 
coins  are  worth  more  than  coins  graded  by  other  grad- 
ing services,  so  PCGS  coins  are  easier  to  sell.  If  the  pro- 
fessionals choose  PCGS  for  their  coin  grading, 
shouldn't  you? 

Today,  submitting  coins  to  PCGS  is  even  easier  than 
ever.  All  A.N.A.  Members  now  can  submit  coins  di- 
rectly to  PCGS  for  grading.  That's  right  . . . directly  to 
PCGS.  It's  easy,  it's  affordable,  and  it  takes  less  than  30 
days.  To  submit  your  coins  to  PCGS,  call  800-447-8848 
and  ask  for  an  ANA  Submission  Kit  or  return  this 
coupon  today. 


If  you  want . . . 


Do  you  want  professional  assistance  in  deter- 
mining which  coins  should  be  submitted  to  a third 
party  grading  service?  You  can  depend  on  the 
PCGS  Authorized  Dealer  network.  With  905  PCGS 
dealers  and  submission  centers  available  through- 
out the  U.S.  (as  well  as  England,  France  and 
Switzerland),  our  Customer  Service  department 
will  help  you  find  a dealer  near  you.  Call  our  Cus- 
tomer Srevice  department  or  indicate  on  the 
coupon  below  that  you'd  like  a list  of  the  Autho- 
rized Dealers  nearest  you. 

Contact  PCGS  Today! 


PROFESSIONAL  COIN  GRADING  SERVICE 

P.O.  Box  9458,  Newport  Beach,  CA  92658 
(800)  447-8848  • Fax  (714)  833-7955 


I 1 

{ Dear  PCGS  Customer  Service:  j 

I □ I'd  like  to  have  my  coins  graded  by  the  grad-  i 

I ing  service  of  choice  for  the  rare  coin  industry.  | 

j Please  send  submission  information  to  me  at  j 

I the  address  below.  i 

j n I'd  like  professional  assistance  in  determining  , 

I which  of  my  coins  would  benefit  from  third  [ 

I party  grading.  Please  send  a copy  of  the  PCGS  i 

j Authorized  Dealer  list  to  me.  j 

I Name^ ____ i 

[ Address— 1 

I City State Zip i 


Daytime  Phone 

Mail  To;  PCGS  P.O.  Box  9458 

Newport  Beach,  CA  92658 
Attn:  Customer  Service  Dept. 
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Hungarian  Revolution  Led  to  U.S.  Medal 


The  Congressional  medal 
struck  in  honor  of  Duncan 
Ingraham  offers  little  in- 
sight into  the  reason  for  which  it  was 
awarded.  Unlike  other  naval  medals 
that  depict  fiery  engagements  be- 
tween enemy  warships,  the  Ingra- 
ham medal  shows  the  American 
sloop  St.  Louis  and  the  Austrian  brig 
Hussar  quietly  anchored  in  the  har- 
bor at  Smyrna,  Turkey,  for  it  was 
the  threat  of  force  rather  than  its  use 
that  achieved  a positive  result.  The 
medal  was  struck  for  an  1853  inci- 
dent in  Turkey  that  had  its  origins 
in  the  1848  Hungarian  revolution 
led  by  General  Kossuth,  who  sup- 
ported independence  for  the  Magyar 
people  of  Hungary  from  the  Haps- 
burg  Empire. 

Lajos  [Lewis]  Kossuth  was  born  at 
Monok  on  September  19,  1802,  and 
served  in  the  National  Diet  (legisla- 
ture) in  Pressburg,  even  though  he 
spoke  against  the  government.  In 
1836  the  monarchy  dissolved  the 
Diet,  and  Kossuth  continued  his 
governmental  opposition  with  letters 
and  newspaper  articles.  For  these  ef- 
forts, he  was  convicted  of  treason 
and  jailed  for  five  years. 

Out  of  prison  by  1848,  Kossuth 
established  a coinage  and  paper 
money  for  the  revolutionary  govern- 
ment of  independent  Hungary. 
In  the  fall  of  that  year,  he  raised 
an  army  to  defend  his  country 
against  the  Austrians.  On  April  14 
of  the  following  year,  the  Diet  de- 
clared Hungarian  independence  and 
elected  Kossuth  president  of  the  new 
republic.  The  armies  of  Austria  and 
Russia  squeezed  Hungary  into  sub- 
mission, forcing  Kossuth  to  flee  to 
Turkey  with  many  of  his  supporters. 


Thirteen  Magyar  generals,  however, 
were  captured  and  executed  on  Oc- 
tober 6,  1849. 


IN 
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One  of  Kossuth’s  supporters  who 
fled  with  him  to  Turkey  was  Martin 
Koszta.  Born  some  time  in  1819  in 
Belanyes,  Hungary,  Koszta  worked 
as  a town  crier  as  a teenager,  and, 
when  revolution  broke  out  in  1848, 
he  joined  the  rebel  army,  rising  to 
the  rank  of  captain. 

Koszta  emigrated  to  America  in 
1851,  finding  employment  in  New 
York  City  as  a stevedore  and  night 
watchman.  On  July  31,  1852,  Koszta 
declared  his  intention  to  become  an 
American  citizen.  He  then  returned 
to  Turkey  to  represent  American 
business  interests  there.  Armed 
Greeks,  acting  for  the  Austrian  gov- 
ernment, seized  him  at  Smyrna  on 
June  21,  1853,  and  held  him  pris- 
oner aboard  the  Hussar. 

The  American  government  sup- 
ported the  Hungarian  revolution 
and  offered  assurances  of  recogni- 
tion to  its  leaders.  The  Austrians 
registered  a firm  protest  against 
what  they  considered  interfer- 
ence in  their  internal  affairs,  but 
Secretary  of  State  Daniel  Webster 
wrote  to  Austrian  charge  d’affaires 
Hiilsemann,  confirming  America’s 
right  to  support  a revolution  against 


oppressive  regimes. 

Webster’s  response  indicates  that 
America  was  beginning  to  exercise 
an  influence  in  world  affairs.  His 
letter  stated,  “The  power  of  this  re- 
public, at  the  present  moment,  is 
spread  over  a region,  one  of  the 
richest  and  most  fertile  on  the  globe, 
and  of  an  extent  in  comparison  with 
which  the  possessions  of  the  House 
of  [Hapsburg]  are  but  as  a patch  on 
the  earth’s  surface.” 

In  June  1853,  while  Koszta  was 
held  prisoner  aboard  the  Austrian 
ship,  Ingraham  was  commander  of 
the  St.  Louis,  stationed  at  Smyrna. 


Actual  Size:  101.6mm 

A United  States  Congressional  medal 
was  struck  in  1 854  to  honor  Duncan  In- 
graham’s diplomatic  rescue  of  Martin 
Koszta,  a supporter  of  the  Hungarian 
Revolution  of  1 848. 
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Duncan  Nathanial  Ingraham  was 
born  in  Charleston,  South  Carolina, 
on  December  6,  1802,  and  joined 
the  Navy  at  the  young  age  of  9.  He 
served  during  the  War  of  1812,  ad- 
vanced to  the  rank  of  lieutenant  on 
April  1,  1818,  and  became  a master 
commandant  on  May  24,  1838.  He 
apparently  spent  some  time  on  land, 
for  he  married  Harriot  Horry  Lau- 
rens in  1817,  and  they  had  three 
sons  and  five  daughters. 

The  United  States  government 
considered  Koszta  to  be  an  Ameri- 
can based  on  his  declaration  to 
become  a citizen.  Ingraham  de- 
manded Koszta’s  release  and  an- 
nounced that  the  military  forces  on 
the  St.  Louis  were  prepared  to  use 
force  to  obtain  it.  The  Austrians 
bowed  to  the  threat  and  released 
Koszta  on  July  2,  1853,  to  the  care 


of  the  French  consul. 

The  U.S.  Congress  passed  a reso- 
lution on  August  4,  1854,  author- 
izing a gold  medal  to  honor  Ingra- 
ham for  his  role  in  obtaining 
Koszta’s  release.  The  legend  on  the 
reverse  states:  “Presented  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to 
Commander  Duncan  N.  Ingraham 
as  a testimonial  of  the  high  sense  en- 
tertained by  Congress  of  his  Gallant 
and  Judicious  conduct  on  the  2d  of 
July  1853.”  The  medal  does  not 
mention  Koszta’s  name. 

The  medal  was  requested  at  a time 
of  transition  for  the  United  States 
Mint’s  medal  operations.  During  the 
1840s,  Chief  Coiner  Franklin  Peale 
received  private  profit  for  producing 
medals  using  Mint  equipment  and 
workmen.  This  private  gain  from 
the  use  of  public  facilities  eventually 


led  to  his  dismissal  late  in  1854,  but 
did  not  end  the  controversy  over 
production  of  medals  at  the  Mint. 

When  the  medal  department  for- 
mally was  organized  early  in  1855, 
there  still  was  no  clear  distinction 
between  the  private  or  public  pro- 
duction of  medals.  The  contract 
with  the  Navy  Department  author- 
ized payment  of  $2,200  to  Chief  En- 
graver James  B.  Longacre  for  cutting 
the  Ingraham  medal  dies.  Longacre 
was  paid  in  1855,  but  in  1856  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  James  Guthrie 
ordered  that  the  money  be  deducted 
from  Longacre’s  salary.  Guthrie 
clearly  felt  that  Longacre  should  not 
receive  any  compensation  beyond 
his  salary. 

The  4-inch  Ingraham  medal  (Ju- 
lian NA-26),  struck  in  1855,  is 
among  the  largest  issued  by  the 
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Mint,  and  as  such  was  difficult  and 
expensive  to  produce.  Robert  W. 
Julian  reported  in  Medals  of  the 
United  States  Mint:  The  First  Century 
1792-1892  that  the  4-inch  medal 
honoring  General  Ulysses  S.  Grant 
(Julian  MI-29)  struck  in  January 
1865  required  60  to  80  blows  from 
the  screw  press  to  fully  bring  up 
the  details.  A 4-inch  medal  also 
was  struck  for  Cyrus  Field  (Julian 
PE- 10)  in  1867.  Although  coinage 
had  been  struck  on  steam-powered 
presses  since  1836,  the  medal  de- 
partment continued  to  use  a hand- 
powered  screw  press  until  1 894. 

One  gold  and  10  bronze  Ingraham 
medals  were  struck  in  the  4-inch 
size.  The  large-size  medals  did  not 
constimte  a greater  honor  than  pre- 
vious smaller  medals;  rather  they  rep- 
resent the  Mint’s  attempts  to  explore 


the  limits  of  its  production  capacity. 
The  foreman  of  the  coining  room, 
George  Eckfeldt,  spent  60  hours 
working  on  the  medal,  and  Mint 
staff  members  Charles  Kennady  and 
James  McLoughlin  each  worked  75 
hours.  The  Mint  apparently  decided 
large  medals  were  too  expensive  and 
began  producing  3 -inch  reductions 
for  sale  to  collectors. 

After  his  rescue  by  Ingraham, 
Koszta  returned  to  America  and 
married  a widow,  Lucinda  McFall, 
on  December  12,  1854.  They  lived 
briefly  in  Chicago  and  moved  to  the 
Galveston,  Texas,  area  in  1855. 
Koszta  moved  to  Guatemala  about 
1857  and  died  there  a year  later. 

The  American  people  gave  Kos- 
suth, the  leader  of  the  Hungarian 
revolution,  a hero’s  welcome  when 
he  visited  this  country  in  December 


1851.  He  returned  to  Europe  and 
lived  in  exile  in  England  and  Italy, 
having  lost  his  citizenship  because 
of  his  absence  from  Hungary  and 
his  refusal  to  accept  amnesty  to  re- 
turn. General  Kossuth  died  in 
Turin,  Italy,  on  March  20,  1894. 

Ingraham  returned  to  America 
and  was  appointed  chief  of  the 
Bureau  of  Ordnance  in  1856.  At 
the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  he  re- 
signed from  the  U.S.  Navy  to  join 
the  navy  of  the  Confederacy,  serving 
as  Chief  of  Ordnance  at  Richmond, 
Virginia.  Ingraham  commanded  the 
Confederate  ships  Palmetto  State  and 
Chicora  in  battles  with  Union  Navy 
vessels  blockading  Southern  ports. 
He  survived  the  war  and  lived  in  the 
South,  dying  at  the  age  of  88  on  Oc- 
tober 6,  1891,  in  his  home  town  of 
Charleston,  South  Carolina.  • 
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The  Christian  Empire  of  ^^New  Rome  ” 


The  history  and  coinage 
of  the  Byzantine  Empire 
is  a closed  book  for  most 
collectors,  even  those  with  a partic- 
ular interest  in  ancient  numismatics. 
I well  recall  my  own  feelings  of  trep- 
idation when  first  exposed  to  the 
series  during  my  early  days  at  B.A. 
Seaby,  Ltd.,  in  London  almost  four 
decades  ago.  I knew  the  coinage  ex- 
tended in  an  unbroken  sequence 
from  the  late  Roman  into  the  Byzan- 
tine period,  but  precisely  how  it 
evolved  its  new  characteristics,  so  dif- 
ferent from  those  of  its  classical  ori- 
gins, was  a topic  of  which  I felt  to- 
tally ignorant. 

Byzantine  influence  was  confined 
chiefly  to  Greece  and  the  eastern 
Mediterranean  area,  though  parts 
of  Italy  and  North  Africa  also  were 
subject  to  the  rule  of  Constantinople 
over  several  centuries.  Most  of  the 
West  had  been  lost  to  the  Empire 
during  the  barbarian  invasions  of  the 
5 th  century.  Consequendy,  the  west- 
ern European  tradition  has  tended 
to  regard  Byzantium  as  a somewhat 
remote  oriental  state,  in  marked  con- 
trast to  the  close  affinity  that  is  felt 
for  the  Roman  Empire. 

Roman  coins  and  archaeological 
reminders  of  the  Roman  past  abound 
in  Britain,  France,  Italy,  Germany, 
Spain  and  Portugal.  But,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  Italy,  Byzantine  civilization 
made  no  mark  on  these  countries, 
which  already  had  embarked  on  their 
own,  very  different,  destinies  in  the 
closing  stages  of  the  Roman  period. 

The  history  of  the  Christian  Em- 
pire can  be  dated  from  Constantine’s 
foundation  of  his  new  capital  city 
of  Constantinopolis  (“New  Rome”) 
in  A.D.  330.  The  ancient  pagan  capi- 


tal of  Rome  had  already  begun  to 
lose  its  position  of  supremacy  within 
the  state  from  the  time  of  Diocletian 


F R O M THE 

PAST 


BY  DAVID  R.  SEAR 


(284-305),  during  whose  long  reign  a 
comprehensive  series  of  reforms  was 
promulgated,  affecting  almost  every 
aspect  of  Roman  life.  Major  changes 
were  effected  in  the  currency  system 
at  this  time,  most  significantly  the 
reintroduction  for  the  first  time  in 
generations  of  silver  coins  of  good 
quality  metal. 

As  far  as  government  was  con- 
cerned, the  fundamental  change  made 


by  Diocletian  was  the  division  of 
the  Empire  into  eastern  and  west- 
ern halves  under  the  administration 
of  separate  emperors — each  with  a 
junior  colleague  bearing  the  rank  of 
Caesar — to  assist  him  in  the  task  of 
defending  the  imperial  frontiers  (the 
“Tetrarchy”  system).  This  division  of 
the  Empire,  though  not  final  at  this 
stage,  set  a precedent  that  eventually 
led  to  a definite  separation. 

It  was  significant  that  Diocletian, 
the  senior  ruler  in  the  Tetrarchy, 
chose  to  reside  in  the  East,  while  the 
government  of  the  western  provinces 
was  left  in  the  hands  of  his  junior 
colleague  Maximian.  Clearly  Dio- 
cletian considered  the  East  to  be  of 
much  greater  strategic  importance,  a 
view  shared  by  his  eventual  successor, 
Constantine,  who,  though  he  ruled 
over  a united  Empire,  nevertheless 
chose  the  ancient  city  of  Byzantium, 
at  the  crossroads  of  Europe  and  Asia, 
as  his  capital  city. 
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This  hexagram  of  Constans  II 
, (A.D.  64 1 -68)  is  part  of  a rela- 
/ y tively  short-lived  series  begun  by 
i i Heraclius  (610-41).  The  introduc- 
Ifi  tion  of  this  large  denomination — 
||  equal  to  a double  miliarensis — 
marked  the  first  important 
change  in  the  silver  coinage. 


Theodosius  I (379-95)  was  the  last 
emperor  to  exercise  effective  author- 
ity over  the  eastern  and  western 
provinces  of  the  Empire.  Upon  his 
death,  the  two  halves  became  per- 
manently divided,  with  his  elder  son 
Arcadius  ruling  the  East  from  Con- 
stantinople and  the  younger  Hono- 
rius  governing  the  West  initially  from 
Milan  and  later  from  Ravenna. 

During  the  5th  century,  the  west- 
ern provinces  gradually  were  sub- 
merged beneath  the  relentless  tide  of 
Germanic  invasion.  The  last  emperor 
in  Italy,  Romulus  Augustus,  was  de- 
posed in  A.D.  476.  The  East,  less  af- 
fected by  barbarian  pressure,  man- 
aged to  survive  the  tumultuous  5th 
century  and  was  destined  to  endure 
for  almost  a thousand  years  as  the 
Byzantine  Empire. 

During  the  course  of  the  5th  cen- 


tury, the  coinages  of  the  eastern  and 
western  halves  of  the  Empire  de- 
veloped along  somewhat  different 
lines,  but  maintained  a semblance 
of  uniformity.  This  is  most  notice- 
able on  the  gold  solidus,  the  princi- 
pal denomination  of  the  monetary 
system.  In  the  East,  the  imperial 
bust  generally  was  depicted  fully  fac- 
ing, with  the  military  attributes  of 
helmet,  spear  and  shield.  In  marked 
contrast,  the  western  emperors  pre- 
ferred the  more  traditional  profile 
head  with  diadem. 

Gold  was  abundant,  but  silver  was 
seldom  coined,  and  even  the  bronzes 
were  produced  on  a limited  scale 
compared  with  earlier  periods.  The 
normal  aes  denomination  at  this  time 
was  the  tiny  nummus,  7,200  of  which 
were  required  to  equal  the  value  of 
1 gold  solidus.  At  the  very  end  of  the 
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century,  several  decades  after  the  fall 
of  the  West,  great  changes  were  ef- 
fected in  the  currency  system  of 
the  Eastern  Empire  by  the  emperor 
Anastasius  I (A.D.  491-518).  A whole 
new  range  of  bronze  denominations 
was  introduced,  representing  mul- 
tiples of  the  basic  nummus.  The 
largest  of  these  was  the  40-nummi 
piece,  also  known  as  the  follis;  the 
other  multiples  were  the  20-nummi, 
the  10-nummi  and,  a little  later,  the 
5-nummi.  Each  was  marked  with 
a letter  indicating  its  value  (M  = 40, 
K=  20, 1 = 10,  and  E = 5). 

This  represented  a complete  break 
with  the  traditions  of  Roman  coin- 
age; consequently,  the  Anastasian 
reform  of  A.D.  498  generally  is  re- 
garded as  the  beginning  of  Byzantine 
coinage  proper.  Further  refinements 
included  the  introduction  of  regnal 


dates  by  Justinian  I in  538/9  and  the 
addition  of  new  denominations  at 
several  provincial  mints. 

Gold  coinage  continued  as  before, 
with  the  solidus,  its  half  (the  semissis) 
and  its  third  (the  tremissis).  Silver  re- 
mained very  scarce,  even  after  the 
Anastasian  reform,  and  consisted 
mainly  of  the  miliarensis  (twelfth 
solidus)  and  its  half,  the  siliqua.  The 
first  important  change  in  silver  coin- 
age took  place  under  the  emperor 
Heraclius  (610-41),  who  introduced 
the  large  hexagram  denomination, 
the  equivalent  of  a double  miliaren- 
sis. This  experiment  was  compar- 
atively short-lived,  and  in  the  fol- 
lowing century,  Leo  III  (717-41) 
reintroduced  the  miliarensis  under 
its  Greek  name,  miliaresion.  This  coin 
remained  the  standard  Byzantine  sil- 
ver denomination  until  the  Alexian 


The  miliarensis  was  reintroduced 
in  the  8th  century  under  its 
Greek  name,  miliaresion,  and 
served  as  the  standard  Byzantine 
silver  denomination  until  the 
late  I Ith  century.  Illustrated  is 
a specimen  of  Leo  VI  and  Con- 
stantine VII. 


Coin  Collector's  European  Connection: 

MUENZEN  UND  MEDAILLEN  AG  BASEL/Switzerland 

Large  stock  of  ancient  and  European  coins 
Monthly  illustrated  price  lists  on  request 
Public  Auction  Sales 
Appraisals  / Want  lists  filled 

Serving  the  serious  collector  for  50  years! 

P.O.  Box  3647  Malzgasse  25  CH-4002  Basle /Switzerland 
Phone:  0041  61  272  75  44  Fax:  0041  61  272  75  14 
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reform  of  the  late  1 1th  century. 

A curious  and  distinctive  feature  of 
the  later  Byzantine  coinage  was  the 
“scyphate”  or  cup-shaped  form  of  the 
flan  (or  “planchet”).  Originating  on 
gold  coinage  toward  the  middle  of 
the  1 1 th  century,  the  scyphate  form 
eventually  was  utilized  for  denomina- 
tions in  all  metals,  from  gold  down  to 
billon.  Its  purpose  remains  a mystery, 
though  initially  it  may  have  been 
associated  with  the  beginning  of  the 
debasement  of  gold  coinage  under 
Michael  IV  (1034-41).  The  scyphate 
coinage  finally  was  abandoned  only 
in  the  last  phase  of  Byzantine  coinage 
in  the  14th  and  15th  centuries. 

The  inscriptions  on  Byzantine 
coins  originally  were  in  Latin,  as  be- 
fitted a series  that  was  the  inheritor 
of  the  traditions  of  the  Roman  impe- 
rial coinage.  However,  the  language 


of  the  Eastern  Roman  Empire  was 
Greek,  so  it  was  scarcely  surprising 
that  Greek  letter-numerals  were  used 
to  distinguish  the  different  denom- 
inations in  the  Anastasian  reform 
of  498. 

As  the  centuries  went  by,  Greek 
gradually  superseded  Latin  in  coin 
inscriptions,  though  because  of  the 
natural  conservatism  of  the  Byzan- 
tines, this  was  an  extremely  slow 
process,  with  Latin  elements  persist- 
ing as  late  as  the  11th  century.  The 
Byzantines  apparently  never  forgot 
their  Roman  imperial  ancestry,  and 
as  late  as  the  mid- 15  th  century,  when 
the  surviving  fragments  of  the  Em- 
pire were  on  the  brink  of  succumbing 
to  the  Turkish  conquest,  the  Christ- 
ian emperor  in  Constantinople  still 
proudly  proclaimed  himself  Basileus 
Romaion — “King  of  the  Romans.”  • 


TREASURE  COINS 


We  specialize  in: 

• Shipwreck  coins,  bullion,  & artifacts 

• Gold  & silver  cobs  of  Mexico,  Peru, 

Bolivia,  Colombia,  & Spain 
• European  hammered  gold  & silver  coins 
• Related  books  & documents 

Get  started  with  our  book 
The  Practical  Book  of  Cobs 
Third  Edition,  1995 
$15  postpaid 

Free  bimonthly  price  lists  upon  request 

*VISA/MASTERCARD  ACCEPTED* 

DANIEL  FRANK  SEDWICK 

P.O.  Box  2025,  Goldenrod,  FL  32733  U.S.A. 
Phone  407/677-1167  • Fax  407/677-5898 


BUYING 

U.S.  Coins,  Inc.,  purchased 
more  than  $30  million  in 
Rare  Coins  last  year.  Before 
you  sell,  please  offer  all  your 
U.S.  Coins  to  us. 

U.S.  Coins,  Inc. 

5177  Richmond,  Suite  200 
Houston,  TX  77056 
713-621-6464 

Come  by  8t  see  us  at  all 
major  conventions. 
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Don't  Flip 
A Coin 
When  It 
G>nies  To 
Your 


These  ANA-Sponsored 
Group  Insurance  Plans  Will 
Help  Secure  Your 
Financial  Future: 

• ‘‘All-Risk”  Coin  Collection 
Insurance  Plan 

• Group  Term  Life 
Insurance  Plan 

• Cancer  Care  Protection  Plan 

• Personal  Accident 
Insurance  Plan 

• Group  Hospital  Protection 
Program 


Future! 

I 


• Short-Term  Medical 
Insurance  Plan 

• $1,000,000  Catastrophe  Major 
Medical  Insurance  Plan 


For  FREE 
information 
about  any  of 
these  Plans, 
complete  and 
mail  the 
postcard  at  the 
right  to  the 
Insurance 
Administrator, 
Albert  H. 
Wohlers  & Co. 


PST 

YES!  Please  send  me  complete  information  on  the  ANA  officially  sponsored 
plans  that  I have  checked  below.  This  information  will  include  costs, 
limitations  and  conditions  for  coverage.  I understand  there  is  no  obligation. 

O “All-Risk”  Coin  Collection  Insurance  Plan  O Short-Term  Medical  Insurance  Plan 
O Cancer  Care  Protection  Plan  O Group  Term  Life  Insurance  Plan 

O $1,000,000  Catastrophe  Major  O Personal  Accident  Insurance  Plan 

Medical  Insurance  Plan  O Group  Hospital  Protection  Program 


NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY 

STATE 

ZIP 

( ) 

PHONE  NUMBER 

DATE  OF  BIRTH 

Note:  Not  all  Plans  are  available  in  all  states. 


You  Call  It  In  The  Air! 

Protection  or  Security?  Now  you  don’t  have 
to  decide.  With  the  ANA-sponsored  Group 
Insurance  Plans,  you  and  your  family  can 
have  the  protection  and  security  that  you 
have  always  wanted,  to  be  set  for  the  future. 

Make  the  call  today  to  receive  your 
protection  and  security.  Mail  the  postcard 
to  the  Insurance  Administrator,  Albert  H. 
Wohlers  4&  Co.,  or  contact  their  Customer 
Service  Department  at  1-800-503-9230.  You 
can  also  e-mail  Wohlers  at  cusv@ahw.com 
via  the  Internet. 


PLACE 

STAMP 

HERE 


ALBERT  H WOHLERS  & CO 
ANA  GROUP  INSURANCE  PLANS 
1440  N NORTHWEST  HIGHWAY 
PARK  RIDGE  IE  60068-1400 
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Classical  Coins  of  Quality  and  Distinction 


Mithrapata,  Dynast  of  Antiphellos  - AR  Stater,  ca.  380  BC 


During  the  5th  and  4th  centuries  BC,  Lycia  (in  modern  day  Turkey)  was  under  Per- 
sian suzerainty.  The  right  to  strike  coins  was  granted  to  Lycian  Dynasts  down  to  the 
time  of  the  invasion  by  Maussollos  from  Caria  in  360  BC.  Among  these  suzerains 
were  the  Dynasts  of  Antiphellos,  including  a certain  Mithrapata,  who  reigned  in 
about  380  BC.  Although  little  is  known  about  these  dynasts,  stylistic  analysis  of  the 
images  on  their  coins  provides  a clue  to  their  chronology.  The  lion's  head  with 
forepaw — found  on  the  obverse  of  some  coins  struck  for  Mithrapata — can  readily  be 
compared  to  the  known  issues  of  Knidos  in  use  after  394  BC.  The  first  major  find  of 
Dynastic  issues  from  Lycia  was  made  in  1957.  Extensive  research  was  compiled  from 
488  Lycian  coins  in  this  find  and  published  as  "The  Coin  Hoard  from  Podalia."  For 
further  information,  see  The  Numismatic  Chronicle  (1971).  It  is  relatively  certain  that 
the  period  of  the  early  4th  century  proposed  by  Olgay  and  Morkholm  is  the  correct 
period  for  this  rare  series  of  coins. 


SEABY 

COINS 

14  Old  Bond  Street 
London  WIX  3DB 
United  Kingdom 
(0171)  495-1888 
Fax  (0171)  499-5916 


CNG 

Classical  Numismatic  Group,  Inc. 
Post  Office  Box  479 
Lancaster,  PA  17608-0479 
(717)  390-9194 
Fax  (717)  390-9978 


If  you  collect  coins  like  this,  call  or  write  for  our  publications 
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A GLIMPSE  AT  OUR  INVENTORY  . . . 

1)  1800  Draped  Bust,  Heraldic  Eagle  Half  Dime.  NGC 

MS65.  What  a lovely  coin!  The  feeling  of  well  preserved 
antiquity  resonates  into  one’s  soul  upon  viewing  this  beauty!  It  is 
a little  “gem.”  The  surface  shows  a gunmetal  blue  look  with 
wisps  of  rose  and  gold  in  the  background.  This  is  a short  five 
year  only  variety  and  very  scarce  in  mint  state  grades.  Walter 
Breen  wrote  of  this  date:  “The  only  date  of  this  type  which  can 
be  had  in  mint  state,  well  struck,  without  many  years’  waiting.” 
Note  the  term  “years.”  We  strongly  suggest  that  if  you  are 
putting  an  elite  portfolio  together  that  you  seriously  consider 
purchasing  this  coin.  $25,000 

2)  1795  Flowing  Hair  Half  Dollar.  NGC  AU58.  0-105. 

Short  two  year  only  type  design.  A great  year  for  die  varieties  as 
1 9 obverse  dies  and  22  reverse  dies  were  used  making  for  32 
separate  varieties.  A rich  field  of  interest.  A handsome  piece 
with  tinges  of  sea  green  and  gold  showing  through  a pleasing 
charcoal  toning.  Detail  is  extraordinary  with  just  the  slightest 
touch  of  rub  to  keep  it  from  a mint  state  grade.  These  early 
dates  are  real  collector  coins  and  always  in  demand $10,750 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CALL  TOLL  FREE  1-800-345-8188 
To  receive  immediate  faxed  information  on  “special  offerings”  call  the 
ANA  FAX  ON  REQUEST  toll  free  number  1-800-910-7224  and  enter 
our  advertiser’s  document  number  20161  I.  V 

DELAWARE  VALLEY  RARE  COIN  CO.,  INC. 

2835  West  Chester  Pike,  Broomall,  PA  19008 


THE  CANADIAN 
NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL 

An  illustrated  monthly  journal  for  those  interested  in  Canadian  coins, 
medals,  tokens  and  paper  money, 
sent  to  all  members  of 

THE  CANADIAN 
NUMISMATIC  ASSOCIATION 

organized  1950,  incorporated  1963 

You  are  cordially  invited  to  apply  for  membership. 

All  dues  are  in  U.S.  dollars 
Classes  for  membership  include: 

Regular 

Applicants  18  years  of  age  and  older ....  $30.00 
Junior 

Applicants  under  18  years  of  age $15.00 

Family 

Husband,  wife  and  children  under  18  years  of 
age  still  living  at  home.  One  journal  only.  List 
names  and  dates  of  birth  $40.00 

Corporate 

Clubs,  societies,  libraries  and  other  non-profit 
organizations $30.00 

write  to 

THE  CANADIAN 
NUMISMATIC  ASSOCIATION 

P.O.  Box  226 

Barrie,  Ontario,  Canada  L4M  4T2 
Phone  705/737-0845  • Fax:  705/737-0293 


NEW  24  HOUR  SHOPPING 
VISIT  OUR  WEB  SITE 

http://www.hobbycoinexchange.com 

FREE  Catalog  . . . 

E-mail,  Fax  or  Write  Your  Name  and  Address  and  Send  to: 


FOfiT  Wims.  FL  33916 


: HobbyCoins@AOL.com 
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The  Medal  That  Out-Agnewed  Spiro 


Ever  since  British  Prime 
Minister  Neville  Chamber- 
lain  uttered  his  famed,  but 
transient,  “I  believe  it  is  peace  for 
our  time  . . . peace  with  honor,”  on 
his  return  to  London  after  meeting 
with  Adolf  Hitler  in  Munich  in 
1938,  few  politicians  are  ever  seen 
carrying  an  umbrella! 

Politicians  are  known  to  attract 
lightning,  not  only  from  the  gods  of 
the  elements  above,  but  with  equal 
severity  from  the  guardian  angels  of 
the  press.  Newt  Gingrich  need  not 
believe  he  holds  unique  stature  as  a 
political  lightning  rod.  He  just  needs 
to  look  down  Pennsylvania  Avenue  at 
the  skies  over  the  White  House,  or 
look  back  on  a hapless  Dan  Quayle, 
George  Bush,  Richard  Nixon  or  even 
Lyndon  Baines  Johnson.  All  gave  the 
bolt-throwers  of  the  fourth  estate  the 
joys  of  caustic  comment,  but  none  at- 
tracted the  thunderclaps  of  the  press 
more  than  Spiro  Agnew.  As  a light- 
ning rod,  the  former  vice  president 
stands  tallest. 

Of  all  the  politicians  who  have 
listed  Washington  as  their  home, 
even  temporarily,  none  holds  claim 
to  so  rare  a numismatic  issue  as 
Agnew.  The  fairly  recent  death  of 
Richard  Nixon’s  first-term  vice  presi- 
dent brought  to  mind  a rare  piece  of 
political  Americana,  a satirical  medal 
so  scarce,  it  has  gone  unrecorded  in 
numismatic  catalogs. 

Spiro  Agnew’s  first  entry  into  the 
campaign  fray  came  just  10  years  be- 
fore his  successful  1968  campaign  as 
Richard  Nixon’s  vice  presidential 
running  mate.  His  1958  race  also 
was  for  the  office  of  vice  president, 
and  he  showed  his  ability  to  win  the 
number-two  position.  In  this  in- 


stance, however,  it  was  for  the  Ki- 
wanis  Club  of  Towson,  Maryland. 

In  1968  Agnew  still  was  a political 


novice,  having  served  but  one  year 
of  his  first  major  political  post — 
governor  of  Maryland — when  Nixon 
asked  him  to  share  the  Republican 
ticket  to  regain  the  White  House 
for  their  party.  While  on  the  cam- 
paign trail,  Agnew  never  needed  a 
steel-tipped  umbrella  to  attract 
lightning  nor  help  in  making  his 
gaffes  legendary. 

For  example,  on  an  elective  whirl 
through  Chicago,  Agnew  was  asked 
if  he  “intended  to  visit  the  Black  area 
of  the  city.”  Wanting  to  be  politi- 
cally correct,  Agnew  astutely  replied 
that  no  part  of  the  Windy  City  be- 
longed to  any  one  ethnic  group. 
“There  is  no  Chinese  Chicago,  no 
Irish  Chicago  or  Polack  Chicago.” 

That  slip  of  the  tongue  might  have 
been  excused  had  Agnew  not  been 
guilty  of  a similar  faux  pas  against  a 
member  of  his  own  press  entourage. 
On  a flight  from  Las  Vegas  to  Los 
Angeles,  Agnew  chanced  upon  his 
hometown  reporter.  Gene  Oishi,  of 
the  Baltimore  Sun,  asleep  in  his  seat. 
“What’s  the  matter  with  the  little  fat 
Jap?”  Agnew  asked  another  reporter. 


Needless  to  say,  that  question 
gave  rise  to  publicity  politicians  try 
hardest  to  avoid.  Agnew  was  tagged 
as  a bigot,  a reputation  not  really 
deserved.  He  was,  after  all,  a first- 
generation  American.  His  father, 
Theodore  Spiro  Anagnostopoulos, 
hailed  from  a tiny  village  in  Greece. 
The  elder  Agnew,  whose  name  was 
Anglicized  at  the  time  of  immigra- 
tion, worked  his  way  from  appren- 
tice barber  to  restaurant  owner, 
from  neighborhood  fruit  and  veg- 
etable peddler  to  realization  of  the 
American  dream. 

Spiro  Agnew’s  penchant  for  im- 
propriety drew  more  than  editorial 
lightning.  Like  the  “Red”  Chinese 
leader  Mao  Tse-tung,  Agnew  be- 
came the  subject  of  a little  book.  The 
Wisdom  of  Spiro  T.  Agnew.  One  of  his 


A political  medal  struck  in  1 972  satir- 
ized Vice  President  Spiro  Agnew’s  pen- 
chant for  gaucherie. 
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original  sayings  became  the  inspira- 
tion for  a satirical  medal  intended 
for  release  during  the  1972  presiden- 
tial campaign.  Taking  an  Agnew 
apology,  “Sometimes  you  feel  like  a 
3 -pound  hen  trying  to  lay  a 4-pound 
egg,”  a numismatic  entrepreneur 
commissioned  the  medal  to  be 
struck  in  Japan. 

United  States  Customs  regula- 
tions require  that  the  country  of  ori- 
gin be  clearly  marked  on  products 
produced  overseas  and  imported 
into  this  nation  for  resale.  So,  MADE 
IN  JAPAN  was  added  prominendy  to 
the  reverse,  but  not  without  a caustic 
Agnewism— BY  A LITTLE  EAT  JAP. 

Although  the  letter  of  the  law  had 
been  met,  the  customs  agent  respon- 
sible for  clearing  the  shipment  into 
the  United  States  failed  to  appreci- 
ate the  humor.  Clearance  was  de- 


nied, and  the  shipment  returned  to 
Japan.  However,  two  production 
samples  had  been  sent  ahead  to  the 
medallic  distributor.  These  are  the 
only  examples  that  survived  to  titil- 
late the  numismatic  community. 

Soon  after  the  not-too-subtle  po- 
litical medals  were  returned,  and 
just  months  after  the  successful 
Nixon-Agnew  reelection  campaign, 
the  vice  president  learned  from  the 
Department  of  Justice  that  he  was 
under  investigation  for  extortion, 
bribery  and  income-tax  evasion. 
Agnew  resigned  and  was  allowed  to 
plead  “no  contest”  to  a single  charge 
of  income-tax  evasion.  The  full  in- 
dictment, however,  remains  sealed 
in  Justice  Department  vaults  to  this 
day,  as  lost  to  American  historians 
as  the  Agnew  satirical  medals  are 
to  collectors.  • 


GREAT  READING ! 

the  best  of 

Money  Talks 

a Radio  Program  on  the 
History  and  Lore  of  Money 

$12.95  (plus  $2  s ei  h)  from 
THE  ana  MONEYMARKET 
Call  Toll-Free,  800/367-9723 


(hinWsrid^ 

P.O.  Box  4315,  Sidney,  OH  45365 

Coin  World  is  America's  most  widely  read 
coin  weekly.  Each  issue  is  crammed  with  in- 
formation, such  as  what  to  look  for  in  your 
own  pocket  change,  how  to  "cherrypick" 
and  discover  a fantastic  find.  Plus  thou- 
sands of  buy,  sell  and  trade  opportunities. 


26  issues  for  only  $1 4.97 

Call  toll-free  1-800-253-4555 

Outside  the  US  add  $20.00  for  postage 


KOINTAIN®  METAL  SAFE®  SAFLIP® 


please  send  SASE  for  our  price  list 

E&T  Kointainer  Co. 

FOB  4 1 28  K 
Sidney  OH  45365 
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Wanted  To  Buy 


Now  Celebrating  Our  34th.  Year  - 


Half  Cents 

Culls  5.00  VF  36.00 
AG/G  12.00  XF  49.50 
GNG  18.00  AU  72.00 
F/VF  29.50  Unc  126.00 
Large  Cents 
Culls  1.75  VF  12.50 
AG'G  4.00  XF  27.00 
G/VG  7.00  AU  67.50 
FA^F  9.50  Unc  81.00 
Flying  Eagle  Cent 
Culls  1.75  VF  21.50 
AG/G  5.00  XF  54.00 
G/VG  11.00  AU  90.00 
F/VF  14.00  Unc  153.00 
Copper  Nickel  Cent 
Culls  1.00  VF  6.00 
AG/G  1.75  XF  13.50 
G/VG  3.00  AU  26.00 
F/VF  4.50  Unc  40.50 
Indian  Cent 
Culls  .22  AU  9.00 
AG/G,  .65  Unc  13.50 
G/VG  .85  Proof  57.00 
Indian  Cent  1866 
VF  51.00  AU  117.00 
XF  89.00  Unc  153.00 
Indian  Cent  1867 
VF  62.00  AU  117.00 
XF  87.00  Unc  162.00 
Indian  Cent  1868 
VF  50.00  AU  100.50 
XF  78.00  Unc  144.00 
Indian  Cent  1869 
VF  148.50  AU  225.00 
XF  175.50  Unc  270.00 
Indian  Cent  1870 
AG/G  15.00  VF  130.50 
Good  22.50  XF  189.00 
VG  29.50  AU  207.00 
Rne  90.00  Unc  301.50 
Indian  Cent  1871 
AG/G  17.00  VF  166.50 
Good  26.00  XF  202.50 
VG  37.50  AU  247.50 
Rne  130.50  Unc  292.50 
Indian  Cent  1872 
AG/G  24.50  VF  180.00 
Good  36.50  XF  216.00 
VG  45.00  AU  247.50 
Fine  162.00  Unc  337.50 
Indian  Cent  1873 
VF  28.50  AU  76.50 
XF  64.50  Unc  108.00 
Indian  Cent  1874 
VF  25.00  AU  76.50 
XF  57.50  Unc  108.00 
Indian  Cent  1875 
VF  25.00  AU  72.00 
XF  54.00  Unc  108.00 
Indian  Cent  1876 
VF  34.00  AU  90.00 
XF  72.00  Unc  126.00 
Indian  Cent  1877 
AG/G  225.00  VF  617.50 
GcxxJ  342.00  XF  902.50 
VG  384.50  AU  1,235.00 
Rne  506.00  Unc  1,496.00 


Indian  Cent  1878 

VF  42.00  AU  90.00 
XF  69.00  Unc  126.00 
Indian  Cent  1879 
VF  12.50  AU  29.50 
XF  27.00  Unc  45.00 
Indian  Cent  1908  S 
AG/G  19.00  VF  38.00 
Good  30.00  XF  57.00 
VG  33.00  AU  90.00 
Rne  36.00  Unc  147.00 
Indian  Cent  1909  S 
AG/G  117.00  VF  275.50 
Good  195.00  XF  289.50 
VG  218.50  AU  308.50 
Fine  237.50  Unc  375.00 
Indian  Cents 
Complete  Set 
1856-1909  G/VG  3,800.00 
Lincoln  Cent  1909  S 


AG/G  16.00 

XF 

58.50 

G/VG  28.00 

AU 

76.50 

F/VF  40.00 

Unc 

85.50 

Lincoln  1909  S VDB 

AG/G  171.00 

XF 

389,50 

G/VG  270.50 

AU 

413.00 

F/VF  346.50 

Unc 

522.50 

Lincoln  Cent  1910  S 

AG/G  2.50 

XF 

13.00 

G/VG  4.00 

AU 

31.50 

FA/F  5.00 

Unc 

38.50 

Lincoln  Cent  1911  S 

AG/G  6.50 

XF 

22,50 

G/VG  9.50 

AU 

43.00 

FA/F  11.50 

Unc 

81.00 

Lincoln  Cent  1912  S 

AG/G  4.00 

XF 

19.50 

GA/G  6.00 

AU 

36.00 

FA/F  9.00 

Unc 

54.00 

Lincoln  Cent  1913  S 

AG/G  2.25 

XF 

16,00 

GA/G  3.50 

AU 

36.00 

F/VF  4,50 

Unc 

72.00 

Lincoln  Cent  1914  D 

AG/G  38.00 

VF 

133.00 

Good  62.00 

XF 

318.00 

VG  70.00 

AU 

498,50 

Fine  95.00 

Unc 

736.00 

Lincoln  Cent  1914  S 

AG/G  4.00 

XF 

22.50 

G/VG  6.00 

AU 

54.00 

F/VF  7.00 

Unc 

121,50 

Lincoln  Cent  1915  S 

AG/G  2.50 

XF 

18.00 

GA/G  3.50 

AU 

32.00 

F/VF  5.00 

Unc 

67.50 

Lincoln  1922  Plain 

AG/G  90.00 

Rne 

270.00 

Good  135.00 

VF 

391.50 

VG  202.50 

XF  ■ 

1,080.00 

Lincoln  Cent  1922  D 

AG/G  2.50 

XF 

12.50 

GA/G  4.00 

AU 

27.50 

F/VF  5.00 

Unc 

45.00 

Lincoln  Cent  1931  S 

AG/G  14.00 

XF 

27.50 

GA/G  21.50 

AU 

32.00 

F/VF  23,00 

Unc 

37.50 

Lincoln  Cent  1955/55 

VF  301.50  AU  391.50 
XF  342.00  Unc  477.00 
Lincoln  Cent  1972/72 
VF  76.00  AU  109.50 
XF  95.00  Unc  123.50 
Lincoln  Cent  Set 
1909-1 940  GA/G  600.00 

Two-Cent  Pieces 
Culls  1.25  VF/XF  13.50 
AG/G  1.75  XF/AU  21.50 
G/VG  5.00  AU  34.00 
VG/F  6.50  Unc  54.00 
F/VF  12.50  Proof  202.50 
Three-Cent  Silver 
Culls  1.25  VF/XF  23.00 
AG/G  2.00  XF/AU  40.50 
G/VG  10.00  AU  76.50 
VG/F  11.50  Unc  108.00 
FA/F  14.00  Proof  171.00 
Three-Cent  Nickel 
Culls  125  VF/XF  6.50 
AG/G  2.00  XF/AU  10.50 
GA/G  4.50  AU  24.00 
VGfl^  5.50  Unc  58.50 
F/VF  6.00  Proof  103.50 
Bust  Half  Dimes 
Culls  2.00  VF  40.50 
AG/G  5.00  XF  72.00 
GA/G  10.00  AU  135.00 
VG/F  16.00  Unc.  189.00 
Seated  Half  Dimes 
Culls  1.25  VF/XF  9.00 
AG/G  2.25  AU  40.50 
G/VG  4.50  Unc  94.50 
VG/F  5.50  Proof  162.00 
Shield  Nickels 
Culls  .75  VF/XF  9.50 
AG/G  2.00  AU  36.00 
G/VG  6.25  Unc  63.00 
VG/F  6.75  Proof  117.00 


Liberty  5C  W/Cents 

Culls 

.15 

XF 

10.50 

AG/G 

.40 

AU 

20.50 

G/VG 

.70 

Unc 

36.00 

F/VF 

2.00 

Proof 

90.00 

Liberty  Nickel  1885 

AG/G  117.00  VF  323.00 
Good  185.00  XF  437.00 
VG  204.00  AU  498.50 
Fine  261.00  Unc  617.50 
Liberty  Nickel  1886 
AG/G  33.00  VF  156.50 
Good  52.00  XF  199.50 
VG  73.00  AU  266.00 
Rne  109.00  Unc  365.50 
Liberty  Nickel  1912  S 
AG/G  20.00  VF  161.50 
Good  32.00  XF  332.50 
VG  39.50  AU  427.50 
Rne  61.50  Unc  546.00 
Buffalo  Nickels 
No  Date  .10  Good-r  .40 
Pari  Date  .15  Proof  540.00 
Buffalo  5C1913DT2 
AG/G  15.50  VF  46.50 
Good  24.50  XF  52.00 
VG  31.00  AU  77.50 
Rne  42.50  Unc  114,00 


Ship  With  Confidence  - Immediate  Payment! 


Buffalo  5e  1913ST2 


AG/G 

40.00 

VF 

118.50 

Good 

63.50 

XF 

142.50 

VG 

85.50 

AU 

190.00 

Fine 

112.00 

Unc 

228.00 

Buffalo  5c  1914  D 

AG/G 

14.00 

VF 

46.50 

Good 

22.50 

XF 

77.50 

VG 

32.00 

AU 

95.00 

Fine 

38.00 

Unc 

148.00 

Buffalo  5c  1918/7  D 

Good  266.00 

Fine 

641.00 

VG 

365.50 

VF 

1,615.00 

5c  1937  D 3 Legged 

VG 

166.00 

XF 

285.00 

Rne 

175.50 

AU 

380.00 

VF 

209.00 

Unc 

878.50 

Bust  Dimes  - 1 

Large 

Culls 

3.00 

VF 

61.00 

AG/G 

5.00 

XF 

193.50 

G/VG 

9.50 

AU 

378.00 

VG/F 

11.50 

Unc. 

607.50 

Bust  Dimes  - 1 

Small 

Culls 

2.00 

VF 

36.00 

AG/G 

5.00 

XF 

121.50 

GA/G 

9.00 

AU 

211.50 

VG/F 

10.50 

Unc. 

472.50 

Seated  Dimes 

Culls 

1.00 

VF 

8.00 

AG/G 

2.50 

XF 

13.50 

GA/G 

5.00 

AU 

37.50 

VG4^ 

5.50 

Unc. 

81.00 

Barber  Dimes 

Culls 

.40 

AU 

36.00 

AG/G 

.50 

Unc 

63,00 

GA/G 

.70 

Proof  171.00 

Barber  Dime  1892  S 

AG/G 

15.00 

Rne 

94.50 

Good 

22.50 

VF 

121.50 

VG 

47.50 

XF 

148.50 

Barber  Dime  1893  0 

AG/G 

7.00 

Rne 

67.50 

Good 

10.50 

VF 

76.50 

VG 

20.50 

XF 

94.50 

Barber  Dime  1894  O 

AG/G  18.00  Fine  112.50 
Good  27.00  VF  144.00 
VG  50.00  XF  202.50 
Barber  Dime  1895 
AG/G  28.00  Rne  211.50 
Good  42.00  VF  279.00 
VG  73.50  XF  315.00 
Barber  Dime  1895  O 
AG/G  82.00  Fine  477.00 
Good  123.00  VF  661.50 
VG  207.00  XF  1,260.00 
Barber  Dime  1895  S 
AG/G  12.00  Fine  73.50 
Good  18.00  VF  99.00 
VG  24.00  XF  121.50 
Barber  Dime  1896  O 
AG/G  21.00  Fine  148.50 
Good  31.50  VF  202.50 
VG  55.50  XF  270.00 
Barber  Dime  1896  S 
AG/G  24.00  Rne  144.00 
Good  36.00  VF  171.00 
VG  58.50  XF  211.50 


Barber  Dime  1897  0 

25C  1917  D T1 

Barber  Half  1896  S 

AG/G 

20.00 

Fme 

157.50 

AGA3 

6.50 

Fine 

17.00 

AG/G 

28.00 

Fine 

81.00 

Good 

30.50 

VF 

198.00 

Good 

9.50 

VF 

36,00 

Good 

42.00 

VF 

135.00 

VG 

53.00 

XF 

243.00 

VG 

12.50 

XF 

58.50 

VG 

54.00 

XF 

247.50 

Barber  Dime  1901  S 

25c  1917  ST1 

Barber  Half  1897  0 

AG/G 

19.00 

Fine 

193.50 

AG/G 

6.50 

Fme 

17.00 

AG/G 

19.50 

Fme 

225.00 

Good 

28.50 

VF 

225.00 

Good 

9.50 

VF 

42.00 

Good 

35.00 

VF 

450.00 

VG 

45.00 

XF 

270.00 

VG 

11.50 

XF 

81.00 

VG 

58.50 

XF 

585.00 

Barber  Dime  1903  S 

25C  1917  DT2 

Barber  Half  1897  S 

AG/G 

17.00 

Fine 

225.00 

AG/G 

8.00 

Fine 

34.00 

AG/G 

49.00 

Fme 

175.50 

Good 

26.00 

VF 

292.50 

Good 

12.50 

VF 

42.00 

Good 

73.50 

VF 

283.50 

VG 

45.00 

XF 

486.00 

VG 

16.00 

XF 

61.00 

VG 

83.50 

XF 

450.00 

Barber  Dime  1904  S 

25c  1917  ST2 

Barber  Half  1913 

AG/G 

11.00 

Fine 

81.00 

AG/G 

7.50 

Fme 

23.50 

AG/G 

9.00 

Fine 

61.00 

Good 

17.00 

VF 

108.00 

Good 

11.50 

VF 

37.50 

Good 

13.50 

VF 

126.00 

VG 

27.50 

XF 

157.50 

VG 

14,00 

XF 

52.00 

VG 

18.00 

XF 

243.00 

Mercury  lOe  1916  D 

AG/G  228.00  Fine  826.50 
Good  361.00  VF  1,116.00 
VG  546.00  XF  1,853.00 

Mercury  Dime  1921 


AG/G 

9.00 

Fine 

54.00 

Good 

14.50 

VF 

118.50 

VG 

23.50 

XF 

332.50 

Mercury  10c  1921  D 

AG/G 

18.00 

Rne 

77,50 

Good 

28.50 

VF 

156.50 

VG 

40,50 

XF 

361.00 

Mercury  Dime  1942/1 

Good  180.50 

VF 

247.00 

VG 

199.50 

XF 

270.50 

Fine 

232.50 

AU 

332.50 

Twenty-Cent  Pieces 

Culls 

10.00 

VF 

72.00 

AG/G 

16.00 

XF 

112.50 

G/VG 

33.00 

AU 

198.00 

VG/F 

36.50 

Unc. 

337.50 

Bust  25c  - Large 

Culls 

8.00 

Rne 

40.50 

AG/G 

16.00 

VF 

171.00 

G/VG 

28,50 

XF 

450.00 

Bust  25c  - Small 

Culls 

7.50 

Fine 

31,50 

AG/G 

15.00 

VF 

58,50 

GA/G 

27.00 

XF 

148.50 

Seated  Quarters 

Culls 

1.25 

XF 

34.00 

AG/G 

4.00 

AU 

81.00 

GA/G 

8.50 

Unc 

153.00 

FA/F 

14.00 

Proof  207.00 

Barber  Quarters 

Culls 

1.00 

AU 

76.50 

AG/G 

1.50 

Unc 

103.50 

GA/G 

1.75 

Proof  225.00 

Barber  25c  1896  S 

AG/G  123.00 

VG 

301.50 

G 

184.50 

Rne 

418.50 

Barber  25e  1913  S 

AG/G  204.00  VG  472.50 
G 306.00  Fine  1,1 93.00 
Standing  Quarter  T1 
GA/G  7.50  VG/F  10.00 
Standing  Quarter  T2 
AG/G  1.50  GA/G  1,75 
Standing  25c  1916 
Good  675.00  Fine  1,170.00 
VG  958.50  VF  1,530.00 


25c  1918/7  S 

Good  720.00  Rne  1,170.00 
VG  900.00  VF  1,530.00 

25c 1919  D 


AG/G 

21.00 

Fine 

73.50 

Good 

31.50 

VF 

117.00 

VG 

54.00 

XF 

189.00 

25c 1919  S 

AG/G 

21.00 

Fine 

73.50 

Good 

31.50 

VF 

139.50 

VG 

52,00 

XF 

256.50 

25C  1921 

AG/G 

27.00 

Rne 

94.50 

Good 

40.50 

VF 

121.50 

VG 

67.50 

XF 

180.00 

25C  1923  S 

AG/G 

48.00 

Rne 

148.50 

Good 

72.00 

VF 

216.00 

VG 

112.50 

XF 

288.00 

25C 1932  D 

GA/G 

25.00 

XF 

85.50 

Rne 

31.50 

AU 

171.00 

VF 

40.50 

Unc 

292.50 

25c  1932  S 

GA/G 

21.50 

XF 

43.00 

Fine 

24.00 

AU 

85.50 

VF 

27.00 

Unc 

180.00 

Bust  Halves 

Culls 

6.00 

Fine 

28.50 

AG/G 

15.00 

VF 

32.00 

GA/G 

21,50 

XF 

54.50 

Seated  Halves 

Culls 

2.50 

Rne 

26.00 

AG/G 

6.00 

VF 

30.50 

GA/G 

10.00 

XF 

49.50 

Barber  Halves 

Culls 

2.00 

AU 

180.00 

AG/G 

3.50 

Unc 

279.00 

GA/G 

3.75 

Proof  301,50 

Barber  Half  1892  0 

AG/G 

57.00 

Fine 

166.50 

Good 

85.50 

VF 

207.00 

VG 

112.50 

XF 

288.00 

Barber  Half  1892  S 

AG/G 

54.00 

Fine 

153.00 

Good 

81.00 

VF 

193.50 

VG 

105.00 

XF 

270.00 

Barber  Half  1893  S 

AG/G 

31.50 

Fine 

108.00 

Good 

47.50 

VF 

202.50 

VG 

60.00 

XF 

283.50 

Barber  Half  1914 


AG/G 

12.00 

Fme 

108,00 

Good 

18.00 

VF 

211.50 

VG 

28.50 

XF 

328.50 

Barber  Half  1915 

AG/G 

9.50 

Fme 

58.50 

Good 

14.00 

VF 

135.00 

VG 

18.00 

XF 

247.50 

Walking  Half  1916 

AGA3 

10.00 

Fine 

36.00 

Good 

15.00 

VF 

76.50 

VG 

18.00 

XF 

99.00 

Walking  Half  1916  D 

AG/G 

7.00 

Fine 

20.50 

Good 

10.50 

VF 

49.50 

VG 

12.50 

XF 

85.50 

Walking  Half  1916  S 

AGA3 

31.50 

Fine 

85.50 

Good 

47.50 

VF 

207.00 

VG 

51.00 

XF 

337.50 

Walking  Half  1919 

AG/G 

6.50 

Fme 

24.00 

Good 

9.50 

VF 

94.50 

VG 

11.50 

XF 

270.00 

Walking  Half  1919  D 

AG/G 

4.50 

Fme 

25.00 

Good 

6.50 

VF 

103.50 

VG 

8.50 

XF 

378.00 

Walking  Half  1919  S 

AG/G 

4.50 

Fme 

20,50 

Good 

6.50 

VF 

99.00 

VG 

9.50 

XF 

495.00 

Walking  Half  1921 

AG/G 

33.00 

Fme 

126.00 

Good 

49.50 

VF 

382,50 

VG 

72.00 

XF 

967.50 

Walking  Half  1921  D 

AG/G  51,50  Fne  166.50 
Good  77.00  VF  468,00 
VG  97.00  XF  1,350.00 
Walking  Half  1921  S 
AG/G  9.00  Fine  40.50 
Good  13.50  VF  360.00 
VG  16.00  XF  3.555.00 
Bust  Dollars 
Culls  85.00  VG  315.00 
AG/G  156.00  Fine  378.00 
Good  234.00  VF  477.00 
Seated  Dollars 
Culls  20.00  VG  69.00 
AG/G  44.00  Fine  112.50 
Good  66.50  VF  148.50 


Shipping  Instructions  and  General  Information  - Please  Read 


Culls  - coins  with  a full  date  and  no  holes.  AG/G  - coin  must  have  at  least  a full  Good  obverse  and  no  damage,  the  reverse  can  be  AG.  G-t-  - coin 
must  be  full  Good  or  better  and  must  not  be  damaged,  discolored,  corroded  or  otherwise  undesirable.  Check  merchandise  carefully  and  grade 
correctly.  Package  all  merchandise  securely  and  include  an  invoice  that  has  your  full  name,  address,  city,  state,  zip  code  and  phone  number. 
Be  sure  to  insure  your  package.  Payment  sent  within  24  hours  after  processing.  We  reserve  the  rights  to  limit  quantities  and  all  prices  are  subject 
to  market  changes.  We  are  strong  buyers  of  all  U.  S.  Coins  from  Half  Cents  to  Silver  Dollars,  Gold,  Commemoratives,  Proof  & Mint  Sets,  B.  U. 
Rolls,  and  Large  size  Currency.  If  you  are  in  our  area  and  would  like  to  bring  your  coins  in  for  top  dollar,  call  for  an  appointment  with  one  of 
our  buyers:  Robert  Jacobs  or  Michael  Jacobs.  If  your  collection  warrants,  we  also  travel  to  buy.  Bank  references  upon  request. 


H'Sh  Buy i fig 


Jake's  Marketplace,  Inc. 


Robert  H.  Jacobs 
ANA  Life  Member 
#1343 


2955  N.  Central  Ave  - Chicago,  II  60634 

Phone  - (773)  - 725  - 1344  - Fax  - (773)  - 725  - 6878 
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BUYING  PCGS  RARITIES! 

We  are  top  buyers  of  PCGS  graded  rarities. 
We  need  super  quality 
• Type  • Gold 

• Silver  Dollars  • Commemoratives 
• Rare  Date  20th  Century 
Before  you  sell,  call  toll-free 

(800)  359-HALL  (4255) 

and  ask  for  our  trading  room. 

It'll  mean  extra  money  in  your  pocket! 


DAVID  HALL 

RARE  COINS  AND  COLLECTIBLES 
1936  East  Deere  Avenue,  Suite  102 
Santa  Ana,  California  92705 
(800)  359-HALL  (4255)  • Fax  (714)  252-0541 


IF  YOU  ARE  BUYING  OR  SELLING 

RARE  & OUT  OF  PRINT 
NUMISMATIC  BOOKS 


THE  SOURCE  IS 
GEORGE  EREDERICK  KOLBE 


Fine  Numismatic  Books 
P.O.  Drawer  3100,  Crestline,  CA  92325 
Tel:  (909)  338-6527  Fax:  (909)  338-6980 


Since  1967,  our  firm  has  sold  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
numismatic  works,  ranging  from  $10  catalogues  to 
$20,000  manuscripts — Well  over  ten  million  dollars  in 
all — From  the  first  numismatic  book  printed  in  1514  to 
the  present  time — Including  works  written  in  Latin, 
Greek,  Chinese,  Japanese,  Turkish,  German,  French, 
Italian,  English,  Russian  and  numerous  other  languages. 
Often,  in  the  course  of  a year,  we  sell  more  important 
numismatic  books  than  all  of  our  competitors  combined. 

If  you  are  forming  a meaningful  numismatic  library  or  if 
the  time  has  come  to  sell,  we  stand  ready  to  be  of  service. 

We  will  travel  anywhere  to  view  significant  libraries. 


THE  INTERNATIONAL  NUMISMATIC  DEALERS 

AND  AUCTIONEERS 

Established  1666 


Whether  buying  or  selling,  Spink  offers  a highly  experienced  professional  service. 
Specialist  dealers  in  Ancient,  Medieval,  British  and  World  Coins,  Banknotes,  Bullion 
Spink  holds  regular  numismatic  auctions  in  London,  Hong  Kong,  Singapore  and  New 


21  JUNE  1997 

Coins,  Medals  & Banknotes 
Mandarin  Oriental  Hotel,  Singapore 

9 JULY  1997 

English  & Foreign  Coins  & Commemorative  Medals 
London,  Sale  120 


INK 


SPINK  & SON  LTD.,  5,  6 & 7 KING  STREET,  ST.  JAMES’S,  LONDON  SWIY  6QS 
TEL:  0171-930-7888  FAX:  0171-839-4853  TELEX:  916711 


534 


7'  II  /■;  N U M I S M A T I S T 


M A y / 9 y 7 


Protecting  Your  Coins 
Should  Be  a Top  Priority 


You  ALL  KNOW  you  should 
not  clean  your  coins.  You 
also  know  you  should  store 
them  in  protective  holders  and  take 
precautions  to  see  that  they  are  not 
dropped,  scratched  or  otherwise 
abused.  Protecting  your  valuable 
collection  does  not  stop  there.  It  is 
just  as  important  to  be  sure  it  is  safe 
from  theft  or  mysterious  loss. 

Coins  stored  at  home  or  trans- 
ported to  shows  and  meetings  are 
particular  targets.  Don’t  think  that 
hiding  your  collection  in  the  back  of 
, a closet,  in  the  basement,  attic  or 
trunk  of  your  car  is  any  kind  of  pro- 
tection. Those  are  the  first  places 
thieves  look. 

Storing  your  coins  in  a bank  safe- 
deposit  box  is  one  of  the  best  ways  to 
keep  them  out  of  strangers’  hands.  It 
is  not  a perfect  solution,  however, 
because  the  contents  of  the  bank  box 
are  not  automatically  insured.  There 
also  is  a natural  tendency  to  forget 
about  the  coins  for  long  periods  of 
time  and  not  check  their  condition. 

Your  first  line  of  defense  should 
be  to  keep  your  coins  in  protective 
holders.  The  encapsulated  products 
used  by  third-party  grading  services 
are  excellent;  other  hard-plastic 
holders  also  are  good.  In  fact,  hold- 
ers made  of  anything  other  than 
vinyl  will  give  some  protection. 

Next,  make  sure  the  collection  is 
stored  in  a dry  place.  Dampness  is 
your  worst  enemy.  Check  the  condi- 
tions at  your  bank  before  storing 
coins  there.  Some  vaults  have  poor 
ventilation  or  may  be  old  and  damp. 

If  you  can’t  get  away  from  damp- 
ness, you  should  consider  renting  a 


storage  vault  from  ANA  Collector 
Services,  where  your  coins  will  be 
given  first-class  care,  vault  protec- 


CONSUMER 

ALERT 

BY  KENNETH  BRESSETT 


tion  and  insurance  in  Colorado’s  fa- 
mous dry  climate.  For  details,  con- 
tact ANA  Collector  Services,  818 
North  Cascade  Avenue,  Colorado 
Springs,  CO  80903-3279,  telephone 
719/632-2646. 

Before  depositing  your  collection 
anywhere,  make  a complete  inven- 
tory. Describe  each  piece,  and  photo- 
graph each  item  if  possible.  Record 
the  serial  numbers  of  paper  money. 
Keep  the  inventory,  photographs 
and  other  records  separate  from 
the  collection. 

If  your  coins  are  stolen,  alert  your 
local  police  immediately.  You  also 
can  send  a list  of  the  stolen  items 
to  the  ANA,  The  Numismatist  and 
other  numismatic  publications;  if 
possible,  they  will  help  you  by  alert- 
ing others.  The  ANA  offers  a reward 
for  information  leading  to  the  suc- 
cessful recovery  of  stolen  coins.  The 
Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation 
(FBI)  sometimes  tracks  individual 
coins  valued  at  more  than  $5,000. 

The  ANA  also  offers  low-priced 
collection  insurance,  unavailable 
with  most  homeowners’  plans.  If  you 
have  not  yet  taken  advantage  of 


this  benefit,  contact  the  Member- 
ship Department. 

File  #508 

There  were  two  interesting  bro- 
chures in  this  month’s  mail,  both 
for  silver  coins  of  the  world.  The 
first  offered  12  of  “the  world’s  most 
important  and  sought-after  silver 
coins.”  The  second  featured  “Great 
Historic  Silver  Coins  of  the  World.” 

In  the  first  offering,  “Silver  Coins 
of  the  World,”  the  promoter  will 
send  you  one  coin  each  month  for 
$24.95  plus  $5  shipping  and  han- 
dling. That’s  about  $360  for  a col- 
lection of  12  silver-dollar-size  coins. 
Nowhere  does  the  ad  say  what  coins 
you  will  receive,  but  they  will  be 
from  Mexico,  Russia,  Australia, 
France,  Germany,  China  and  many 
other  countries. 

Pictured  in  the  brochure  are  silver 
bullion  coins  from  the  United 
States,  Canada  and  Mexico — all 
readily  available  for  about  $6  each. 
Other  coins  shown,  like  Austria’s 
Maria  Theresa  thaler  and  Australia’s 
Kookaburra,  are  in  the  same  price 
range.  In  fact,  nothing  the  ad  de- 
scribes would  sell  for  more  than  $10 
in  the  numismatic  marketplace.  You 
will,  however,  get  a deluxe  album  for 
storing  the  collection,  as  well  as  a set 
of  story  cards  to  tell  you  about  them. 
It’s  a nice  starter  set  for  world 
crowns,  but  an  expensive  introduc- 
tion to  the  series. 

The  second  set,  “Great  Historic 
Silver  Coins  of  the  World,”  is  a bit 
more  sophisticated.  It  contains  sil- 
ver coins  from  the  past  2,000  years 
and  includes  some  very  interesting 
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pieces.  The  oldest  coin  pictured  is 
a Roman  denarius.  Other  historic 
periods  are  represented  by  coins 
of  the  Islamic  Empire,  a Mexican 
piece-of-eight,  the  “Junk”  dollar  of 
China  and  an  oblong,  silver  bu  of 
Japan.  This  is  an  open-ended  series 
that  probably  will  continue  as  long 
as  customers  keep  accepting  coins  on 
a monthly  basis. 

The  cost  of  each  coin  is  $55  plus 
$3.95  for  shipping  and  handling.  A 
special  display  album  is  included  at 
no  additional  charge.  Every  piece  is 
mounted  in  a fancy  envelope  with  an 
appropriate  foreign  stamp  and  a de- 
scription of  the  piece.  Coins  in  this 
set  are  far  more  important  numis- 
matically  than  those  in  the  previous 
offering.  There  really  are  some  his- 
toric items  here,  pieces  worthy  of 
any  collection. 


Some  of  the  coins  in  this  group 
are  clearly  worth  the  asking  price. 
The  packaging  is  attractive,  and  the 
selection  is  well  thought  out  and 
will  bring  buyers  hours  of  fun  and 
enjoyment.  The  educational  thrust 
of  this  set  is  exactly  what  is  needed 
to  kindle  an  interest  in  numismatics 
among  young  and  old  alike.  I have 
only  two  criticisms:  the  prices  for 
most  of  the  coins  in  this  promotion 
are  way  too  high,  and  there  is  no  in- 
dication of  what  coins  will  be  in- 
cluded in  future  offerings. 

In  the  advertiser’s  favor  is  a guar- 
antee that  anything  you  do  not  like 
can  be  returned  within  30  days.  If 
you  decide  to  try  this  approach  to 
collecting,  I suggest  you  be  wary  of 
any  pieces  in  low-grade  condition. 
The  coins  offered  are  described  as 
ranging  from  Good  to  Uncirculated. 


File  #509 

An  ANA  member  in  Santa  Ee  wrote 
to  alert  readers  about  an  ad  he 
recently  received  in  the  mail.  There 
is  nothing  blatantly  wrong  with 
the  offering  except  for  the  prices, 
which  are  about  three  times  any- 
thing charged  in  the  trade. 

Rolls  of  common  Eranklin  half 
dollars,  for  instance,  are  priced  at 
$500  or  more.  Carson  City  Morgan 
dollars  are  listed  at  $200  each.  An 
1883  Liberty  Head  nickel  “without 
CENTS”  is  priced  at  $495. 

Here’s  a good  rule-of-thumb 
when  considering  a coin  purchase.  If 
you  have  any  doubts  about  the  price, 
do  some  comparison  shopping  be- 
fore spending  any  money.  There  are 
very  few  coins  so  rare  that  you  can- 
not find  comparable  ones  listed  for 
sale  elsewhere.  • 


MIKE  FOLLETT  RARE  COIN  CO. 
BUYING  COINS,  CURRENCY 

and  other  numismatic  items! 

• 35  years  experience 

• Highest  prices  paid 

• Will  purchase  entire  collections 

• Will  travel  anywhere  in  U.S. 

• Unlimited  instant  cash 

• Bank  references  available 

We  sincerely  believe  that  we  can  go  further  in  meeting 
your  individual  needs  than  any  other  buying  program. 

Mike  Follett  Rare  Coin  Co. 

13101  Preston  Road,  Suite  110 
Dallas,  TX  75240 
(800)  527-9045  • (214)  788-5225 
Texas  Wats:  (800)  446-0112 
ANA  Life  Member  628 


BUILDING  A 
GEORGE  III 
ENGLISH 
TYPE  SET? 


SEE  AHM  FOR  YOUR  NEEDS  . . . 

GEORGE  III  1760-1820 


Denomination 

MS-60 

MS-63 

MS-65 

Farthing 

$ 60 

$ 75 

POR 

Half  Penny 

70 

85 

POR 

Penny 

135 

150 

POR 

Two  Pence 

300 

350 

Six  Pence 

no 

125 

160 

Shilling 

175 

225 

275 

Half  Crown 

375 

650 

875 

Crown 

900 

1500 

POR 

Maundy  Set 

400 

500 

800 

AMERICAN  HEDITAGE 

MINTING,  INC. 

BENJAMIN  FOX  PAVILION  • SUITE  510  • P.O.  BOX  UXW 
JENKINTOWN,  PA  I'XUh  • (215)  576-7272 
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jnsm  THE  SECRET  OF  MAKING  A 520  PERCENT  ANNUAL  RETURN 

K-V  ON  YOUR  RARE  COIN  INVESTMENTS 

AND  26  OTHER  OF  THE  MOST  CLOSELY  GUARDED  SECRETS  OF  THE  RARE  COIN  INDUSTRY 
afhMm  Guaranteed  Results:  I Want  to  Offer  You  a Proposition  Where  I Take  All  the  Risk! 

Order  My  New  Book  The  27  Most  Closely  Guarded  Secrets  of  the  Rare  Coin  Industry  at  the 
Special  Price  of  $69.95.  Use  the  Strategies  in  My  Book  for  ONE  FULL  YEAR.  If  you  ore  not  absolutely,  over- 
whelmingly, totally  and  almost  uncontrollably  convinced  that  my  methods  and  strategies  have  made 
or  saved  you  at  least  TEN  TIMES  the  cost  of  my  book,  return  It  one  year  from  now  for  a full  refund! 

Dear  Friend: 

Some  investors  almost  always  make  money  in  the  rare  coin  market.  The  difference  between  winning  and  losing  is  an  EDUCATION. 

Consumer  advocate  and  numismatic  author  Scott  Travers  says  . . . “The  rare  coin  market  is  an  ocean  of  hungry  sharks  waiting  for  a powerless  victim  into  whom  they  can 
sink  their  teeth.”  Indeed  the  rare  coin  market  can  be  cruel.  However,  the  rare  coin  market  holds  tremendous  opportunity  for  those  more  educated  than  the  masses. 

Although  most  investors  lose  money  investing  in  the  rare  coin  market,  BELIEVE  IT  OR  NOT,  some  investors  almost  always  make  money.  Personally,  I made  fortunes  in 
free-falling  bear  markets. 

THE  KEY  TO  BEING  A SUCCESSFUL  RARE  COIN  INVESTOR  IS  BEING  ARMED  WITH  MARKET  KNOWLEDGE. 

I AM  GOING  TO  HELP  YOU  BECOME  A RARE  COIN  SHARK  BY  TEACHING  YOU  MY  MOST  CLOSELY  GUARDED  SECRETS. 

First,  I can  cut  out  the  biggest  cause  of  investor  loss:  A profit-hungry  rare  coin  dealer  that  sells  you  coins  at  unconscionable  markups.  1 can  show  you  how  to  buy  coins  at 
WHOLESALE  dealer  prices  instead  of  paying  RETAIL. 

Second,  I can  show  you  which  classic  U.S.  rarities  professional  investors  buy  for  maximum  profit  potential.  Most  dealers  sell  coins  which  are  the  easiest  to  acquire  and  coins 
that  they  want  to  dump. 

Third,  I will  show  you  how  to  sell  your  coins  for  RETAIL  prices  direct  to  the  end  user,  the  collector.  Buying  at  WHOLESALE  and  selling  at  RETAIL  is  how  some  successful 
investors  always  make  money. 

For  over  20  years  I have  been  in  the  rare  coin  business.  I am  considered  to  be  one  of  the  most  respected,  trusted  and  more  knowledgeable  experts  in  the  field  of  numismat 
ics.  I have  an  impeccable  reputation  for  honesty,  integrity,  competency  and  financial  strength  in  the  numismatic  industry. 

Many  of  you  will  recognize  ray  name.  Most  of  you  can  benefit  from  my  experience.  I can  teach  you  how  to  minimize  your  downside,  maximize  your  upside  and  always  ensure 
that  your  decision  regarding  a numismatic  transaction  is  the  most  astute  decision  you  can  make  concerning  your  collecting  and/or  economic  objectives. 


A PROVEN  SYSTEM  OF  BUYING  AND  SELLING  COINS 


To  comprehensively  educate  both  rare  coin  collectors  and  investors,  I have  writ- 
ten an  enlightening  and  controversial  book  called;  The  27  Most  Closely 
Guarded  Secrets  of  the  Rare  Coin  Industry.  Nothing  like  it  has  ever  been 
written  before.  My  book  will  relate  to  you  the  most  decisive,  no-nonsense  strate- 
gies for  getting  more  out  of  your  commitment  to  coin  collecting  or  investing. 
Now,  for  the  first  time  you  can  learn  what  most  dealers  don’t  want  you  to  know. 
Written  in  the  most  simple,  understandable,  easy  to  apply  language  possible,  I 
talk  about: 

• THE  SECRET  TO  MAKING  A 520%  ANNUAL  RETURN  ON  YOUR 
RARE  COIN  INVESTMENTS— The  strategy  I will  teach  you  is  simple,  but  of- 
ten overlooked  and  seldom  utilized  except  by  the  most  successful  industry  insid- 
ers. You  can  make  a profit  regardless  of  market  conditions.  Insiders  know  and 
utilize  this  secret  profit  in  both  bull  and  bear  markets. 

• MISTAKES— almost  every  coin  investor  with  which  I have  consulted  is  guilty 
of  no  less  than  10  major  mistakes.  I will  teach  you  in  intimate  detail  how  to 
avoid  major  mistakes  that  most  investors  make. 

• SCIENTIFIC  INVESTING— A rare  coin  fund  manager  buys  an  1895-0 
Quarter  graded  MS-68  for  $37,500  in  the  raging  bull  market  of  1988.  An  offer  of 
over  $200,000  was  reported  on  the  coin  in  a free-falling  bull  market  24  moths 
later.  Learn  the  secret  of  “waking  up  your  sleepers”  and  how  some  investors 
make  a killing  by  creatively  promoting  their  coins.. 

• SURVEYS  AND  CHARTS— I will  examine  which  coins  REALLY  have  appre- 
ciated in  value.  Learn  which  coins  have  gone  up  thousands  of  percentages  over 
the  years. 

• WHAT  MAKES  A COIN  VALUABLE -You  will  become  an  expert  at  ap- 
praising coins. 

• ARBITRAGES— Savvy  traders  take  advantage  of  many  arbitrages  in  the 


rare  coin  market.  Learn  what  they  are,  and  how  you  can  profit  from  them. 

• TIME  BOMBS—  You  will  learn  to  recognize  the  coins  you  own  (or  are  consid- 
ering buying)  which,  in  the  near  future,  may  develop  unattractive  toning.  These 
coins  will  probably  depreciate  tremendously,  so  if  you  own  any  of  these  coins, 
you  should  sell  them  immediately. 

• THE  GRADING  SERVICES—  I’ll  talk  about  how  accurate  the  grading  ser- 
vices really  are.  Included  in  this  secret  is  an  update  on  how  dealers  make  huge 
profits  upgrading  certified  coins.  Finally,  you  will  learn  to  disregard  dealer  com- 
ments that  a coin  is  worth  more  if  it’s  certified  by  a specific  service. 

• CONSPIRACIES  IN  THE  MARKE'TPLACE-You  will  learn  about  some 
dealers’  inside  trading  and  possible  anti-trust  practices  to  control  the  price  of 
certain  coins. 

• THE  STORY  OF  THE  DOCTOR  THAT  BOUGHT  A COIN  FOR  $235,000 
AND  SOLD  IT  FOUR  MONTHS  LATER  FOR  $1,100.000-This  doctor’s  ex- 
perience was  the  rule,  not  the  exception.  Two  other  examples  of  this  doctor’s  ac- 
tivities include  purchasing  a coin  for  $10,000  and  selling  it  three  months  later 
for  $29,000  and  purchasing  a coin  for  $15,000  and  selling  it  seven  months  later 
for  $100,000. 

• HOW  TO  BUY  RARE  COINS- Learn  what  a SOURCE  FUND  is  and  how 
to  buy  coins  at  better  prices  than  you  ever  thought  possible.. 

• HOW  TO  SELL  YOUR  COINS  AT  EXCLUSIVE  GALLERY  RETAIL 
PRICES— You  will  discover  that  marketing  is  the  “ultimate  financial  leverage” 
in  getting  top  dollar  for  your  coins. 

• RARE  COINS  AND  THE  GOVERNMENT -Learn  how  the  Federal  Trade 
Commission  and  other  government  agencies  fight  rare  coin  fraud.  Special  tips 
are  included  for  law  enforcement  officers  and  attorneys. 

• Plus  much,  much  more  valuable  advice. 


SPECIAL  BONUS:  If  you  place  your  order  for  The  27  Most  Closely  Guarded-Secrets  of  the  Rare  Coin  Industry  within  the  next  10  days,  I will  also  include 
the  following  two  SPECIAL  REPORTS  free  of  charge.  You  will  receive:  BUY.  SELL,  HOLD  AND  12  Ways  to  Get  20%  to  1230%  More  For  Your  Coins  When  You  Sell. 


How  can  you  possibly  say  “no”  to  a proposition  where  I take  all  the  risk?  Clip  the  coupon  below  and  place  your  order  today! 

The  27  Most  Closely  Guarded  Secrets  of  the  Rare  Coins  Industry 
is  the  ultimate  guide  on  buying  and  selling  coins. 

'The  information  presented  is  based  on  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  worth 
of  my  personal  time  and  my  experience  buying  and  selling  millions  of  dollars 
worth  of  coins.  The  wonderful  education  you’ll  receive  and  the  profitable  ideas 
and  opportunities  you  will  learn  about  can  make  you  many  thousands,  tens  of 
hundreds  of  thousands— even  millions  each  and  every  year.  And  you  can’t  get 
this  knowledge  or  expert  information  anywhere  else.  Since  I now  charge  $1,000 
an  hour  as  a consultant,  I initially  planned  on  selling  the  book  for  $295  figuring 
all  my  training  material  would  make  or  save  the  average  numismatic  consumer 
ten  to  one  hundred  times  that  figure.  However,  quite  honestly,  I am  looking  for 
back-end  business.  I want  to  represent  you  on  all  your  buy  or  sell  transactions. 


Warmly, 


David  A.  Vogel 


Aaron’s  Rare  Coin  Collectors’  Society 

David  A.  Vogel 

527  A West  Wheatland  Rd. 

Duncanville,  Texas  75137 

Dear  Dave: 

How  can  I say  “no”  to  a proposition  where  you  take  all  the  risk!  Please  send 
me copy(s)  of  The  27  Most  Closely  Guarded  Secrets  of  the  Rare  Coin  In- 

dustry, I understand  that  I have  a FULL  YEAR  to  return  the  book  to  you  if 
for  any  reason  I am  dissatisfied  with  it. 

On  that  preferable  risk-free  basis,  enclosed  is  my  check  for  $69.95  per  copy 


(Texas  residents  add  8.25%  sales  tax.)  j 

Name | 

Address • 

City State Zip j 

Daytime  Phone  Number  (To  Ensure  Priority  Delivery! | 
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CLELAND  & ASSOCIATES  INSURANCE,  INC. 
NUMISMATIC  INSURANCE  SPECIALISTS 


Richard  Cleland  invites  you  to  call! 

(214)  750-9791 

3419  WESTMINSTER  AVENUE 
DALLAS,  TX  75205 


QUALITY 

COPPER 

COINS 


JACK  H.  BEYMER 

737  Coddingtown  Center 
Santa  Rosa,  CA  95401 
(707)  544T621 


Kaanis 


98  Main  St.  #201,  Tiburon,  CA  94920  • 415/435-2601 


email  at: 


kagins@earthlink.net  or  write  to  us  for  a free  price  list. 

Phone  (415)  435-2601  • Fax:  415/435-1627  • Call  us  Toll  Free  l-888-8Kagin’s 

PIONEER  GOLD 


Donald  H.  Kagin 
Ph.D./Numismatics 
ANA  LM  #724 


l^ti  1848  CAL 

1848  CAL  NGC  MS61.  Our  nation’s  first  commemorative  coin.  $32,500 

Quite  scarce  & popular.  Very  reasonable 

Bechtler  Coinage 

$1  K2  28G.  High  NGC  XF40.  VERY  RARE,  Catalogs  $6,750,  this  just  $5,250 
$1  K24  A.  Bechtler  NGC  AU53  $1,875.  NGC  MS62  $3,975 


1851 

1853 

1853 

1849 


A.  Humbert 

$50  .880  K5  AU55.  Simply  a gorgeous,  original  slug 

$20  .884  K17.  XE45  with  light  cleaning.  Only  issued  for  8 days. 

VERY  RARE 

Moffat  & Co. 

$20  Moffat/  U.S.  Assay  Office  K19.  NGC  MS60. 

THE  FINEST  KNOWN  SPECIMEN 

The  Mormons 

$2 '^2  About  Uncirculated  with  much  luster. 


$14,500 

$9,500 

$15,000 


$12,500 
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The  Buffalo  Nickel 

continued  from  page  504 

Sources 

American  Numismatic  Association.  Selec- 
tions from  THE  NUMISMATIST:  United 
States  Coins.  Racine,  WI:  Whitman 
Publishing  Company,  1960. 

Bressett,  Ken,  and  A.  Kosoff.  The  Official 
American  Numismatic  Association  Grad- 
ing Standards  for  United  States  Coins. 
Colorado  Springs,  CO:  American  Nu- 
mismatic Association,  1977. 

Brown,  Martin  R.,  and  John  W.  Dunn.  A 
Guide  to  the  Grading  of  United  States 
Coins.  Racine,  WI:  Whitman  Publish- 
ing Company,  1964. 

Ruddy,  James  F.  New  Photograde:  A Photo- 
graphic Guide  for  United  States  Coins. 
Hollyw'ood,  CA:  Bowers  and  Ruddy 
Galleries,  Inc.,  1972. 


The  Buffalo  nickels  of  1913 
supported  a lot  of  trade — 
white  rice,  white  sugar, 
crackers  and  sardines  all 
were  5 cents  a pound. 

For  a nickel  you  could  get  a 
cigar  or  a glass  of  beer. 

—DEBORAH  CALLAHAN 


A director  of  the  Ancient  Numismatic  Collectors, 
an  ANA  member  club,  Michael  Marotta  is  a 
frequent  contributor  to  THE  NUMISMATIST. 
He  has  completed  the  ANA  correspondence 
course,  “Grading  Coins  Today,"  earning  high 
honors.  In  1 996  he  received  a first-place  ANA 
Heath  Literary  Award  for  “A  New  Look  at  the 
Origins  of  Coinage,  ” which  appeared  in  the  Au- 
gust 1995  issue. 


List  Price:  $13.95  , 


✓ CHECK  THIS! 

Official  A.N.A.  Grading 
Standards  for  United 
States  Coins— 5th  edition 


I Member  Price:  only  $10.95! 


Call  the  ANA  MoneyMarket 
toll-free  at  1-800-367-9723 


Your  Search 
For  Rare  Coins 
Ends  Here 

We'll  locate  those  hard-to-find  rare 
coins  needed  to  complete  your 
collection.  Just  tell  us  what  you  want. 

No  quest  refused. 

Julian  Leidman 

940  Wayne  Ave. 

Silver  Spring,  MD  20910 

(301)  585-8467 

Rare  U.S.  Coins  and  Patterns 
Consultations  and  Appraisals 
25  Years  Experience 

LM  #664 


CARSON 
CITY  KING 

P.O.  Box  360-122 
Brooklyn,  NY  11236-0122 
TEL:  (718)  531-0490 
444-3067 
Web  site: 

http://www.cardmall.com/cc-klng 


If  you’re  looking  for  other 
phone  cards  with  coins  ^ 
on  them,  or  show  T 
cards  of  all  the  major 
coins  shows  and  con- 
ventions, we  have  a 
new  starter  kit. 

8 phone  cards  $79.00 
postage  $3 
You  can  choose  from  more  than  80  phone 
cards.  Call  for  list  or  use  our  web  site  at  the 
address  listed  above. 
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Jules  Karp 
Wants  to  Buy  » « * 

all  your  coin  collections  and/or 
accumulations,  paper  money, 
precious  metals;  gold,  silver, 
platinum — in  any  form,  broken 
or  not,  and  diamonds! 

Pack  securely  and  ship  to: 

Jules  J«  Karp,  Inc* 

P.O.  Box  789  Wall  St.  Station 
New  York,  New  York  10268-'0789 

or  telephone  2 12-943 -5  7 70 
fax  212-785-4675 


toll-free  800'334'8853 


WRITE  FOR  OUR 

LM  #661 

LATEST  CATALOG 

MEMBER 

ANA 

BUYING 
AMERICAN! 

• Colonial  & Continental  Currency 

• Pre-1800  Bonds  & Fiscal  Paper 

• Colonial  Newspapers  & Lottery  Tickets 

• Encased  Postage  Stamps 

• Colonial  Coins 

• Regular  Issue  United  States  Coinage 

• One  piece  or  entire  collections 

V y 

Your  Want  List  receives  the  prompt  personal 
attention  of  Mr.  Dana  Linett,  President. 


Early  American  Numismatics 

P.O.  Box  2442  • La  JoUa,  CA  92038 

619-273-3566 


SUPERB  UNITED  STATES 
CURRENCY  FOR  SALE 


U>  t/J 


btSB&Tt'*.*-.*  n >.»  >)  aLillJit 


BMFfttTMlT'rWTt'  I H I iy  I gTKTi»aiai>yp^ 

B13055131h 


Send  For 
FREE 
Price  List 


Stanley  Morycz 

P.O.  Box  355,  DEPT.  C 
ENGLEWOOD,  OHIO  45322 
513-898-0114 
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Membership  News 


Make  Hotel  Reservations 
Now  for  NY  Convention 

Where  the  lights  of  Broadway  meet 
the  hustle  of  Times  Square,  the  New 
York  Marriott  Marquis,  site  of  the 
ana’s  106th  Anniversary  Conven- 
tion (including  the  bourse  and  all 
meetings,  educational  programs  and 
exhibits),  projects  50  stories  into  the 
Manhattan  skyline.  More  than  1,900 
rooms  and  suites  afford  comfort  and 
convenience,  all  within  walking  dis- 
tance of  New  York’s  most  popular 
venues  of  business  and  pleasure. 

The  Marriott  Marquis  is  offering 
reduced  rates  for  ANA  members  at- 
tending the  show,  July  30-August  3. 
Single  rooms  are  $147  per  night, 
double  rooms  are  $160.  Reservations 
can  be  made  by  calling  the  Marriott 
at  800/843-4898  or  212/398-1900; 
deadline  is  June  30. 

New  Courses  Add  Spice 
to  Annual  Summer 
Conference  Menu 

The  ana’s  Annual  Summer  Con- 
ference has  all  the  ingredients  for 
learning:  expert  instructors,  a wide 
variety  of  classes,  hands-on  experi- 
ence and  a personal  touch.  Sched- 
uled for  July  12-18,  the  ANA’s  29th 
annual  event  offers  a record  30 
classes  from  which  to  choose.  Among 
this  year’s  1 3 new  courses  are  a tanta- 
lizing assortment  of  topics: 

• In  “The  Coin  Collector’s  Survival 
Supercourse,”  instructors  Mike  Ful- 


jenz  and  Scott  Travers  will  discuss  the 
new,  lean  rare  coin  market,  including 
market  cycles,  the  psychology  of  col- 
lecting and  investing,  and  what  pro- 
fessional graders  look  for  when  exam- 
ining coins. 

• Led  by  Michael  Fey  and  Jeff  Ox- 
man  and  based  on  their  hot-selling 
book,  “Collecting  & Investing  in 
Morgan  Dollar  Varieties”  will  de- 
scribe how  to  identify  and  evaluate 
coins  in  this  popular  series,  as  well  as 
their  potential  for  appreciation. 

• In  an  entertaining  and  informative 
course,  “Secrets  of  United  States 
Coins:  Things  You  Don’t  Know — 
Yet!”  instructor  David  Lange  will 
talk  about  the  origins  of  popular  coin 
designs;  rare  coins  that  are  not  rare, 
and  common  coins  that  are  not  com- 
mon; and  the  real  stories  behind 
some  misunderstood  coin  types. 

• Instructor  George  Fisher  will  tell 
all  about  ant  and  ghost-face  money, 
bridge/chime  money,  knife  and 
spade  coins,  amulets  and  other  good 
luck  coins,  counterfeits  and  fantasies 
in  “Ancient  Up  to  20th-Century 
Chinese  Coinage.” 

• In  “Coins  of  the  Middle  Ages,” 
Allen  Berman  will  explain  why  me- 
dieval coins  often  are  scarcer  than 
ancients,  and  how  Roman  coinage 
was  transformed  during  the  Middle 
Ages  into  the  coins  we  spend  today, 
illustrating  the  subject  with  pieces 
of  the  Goths,  Crusaders,  Charle- 
magne and  Richard  the  Lionheart. 

• Jim  Elmen  will  discuss  “Russian 
Imperial  Coinage”  from  the  earliest 
times  to  1917,  including  patterns, 
novodels,  provincial  issues  and  forg- 
eries, and  specialized  terminology. 

• In  “Numismatic  Literature  and 
Research,”  Charles  Davis  will  help 
students  evaluate  the  usefulness  of 
standard  references,  auction  catalogs 


and  periodicals  in  tracing  pedigrees 
or  substantiating  rarity  claims. 

Some  classes  have  only  a few  slots 
open,  so  don’t  be  disappointed:  sign 
up  now  for  a week  of  numismatics 
at  ANA  headquarters  and  the  cam- 
pus of  adjacent  Colorado  College. 
Tuition,  meals  and  lodging  (in  a 
college  dormitory)  is  just  $449  for 
members  (double  occupancy);  tui- 
tion and  meals  is  $399  for  members; 
tuition  only  is  $299  for  members. 
For  information,  contact  the  Educa- 
tion Department. 


ANA  World  Wide  Web  Site 

http://www.money.org 
E-MAIL  ADDRESSES 

Numismatic  Information  Network 

ana@money.org 

Accounting 

anaacc@money.org 

Convention 

anacvn@money.org 

Development 

anadev@money.org 

Education 

anaedu@money.org 

Library/Resource  Center 

analib@money.org 

Mediation 

anamed@money.org 

Membership 

anamem@money.org 

MoneyMarket  Store 

anaent@money.org 

Museum/Collector  Services 

anamus@money.org 

Publications 

anaedi@money.org 

Public  Relations 

anapub@money.org 


American  Numismatic  Association 

8 1 8 North  Cascade  Avenue 
Colorado  Springs,  CO  80903-3279 
Telephone:  719/632-2646 
Toll-Free:  800/367-9723 
Fax:  719/634-4085 
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Membership  News 


Pre-Register  for  Tours 
and  Special  Activities  at 
New  York  Convention 

The  ANA  has  arranged  a number 
of  special  tours  and  events  in  con- 
junction with  the  106th  Anniversary 
Convention  in  New  York  City,  July 
30-August  3.  A Wednesday  morning 
tour  highlights  some  of  the  Big 
Apple’s  most  famous  sites;  a recep- 
tion honoring  New  York  dealer 
Harvey  Stack  as  “Numismatist  of  the 
Year,”  as  well  as  50-year  members, 
is  planned  that  evening.  A visit  to 
American  Numismatic  Society  head- 
quarters, including  lunch,  is  set  for 
Thursday;  and  the  traditional  Friend- 
ship Luncheon  is  scheduled  for  Fri- 
day. Saturday  brings  the  Abe  Kosoff/ 


PNG  YN  Awards  Breakfast;  and  that 
evening  is  set  aside  for  the  ANA 
awards  banquet. 

For  more  details  or  to  reserve  a 
spot  for  any  New  York  City  special 
event,  see  the  pre-registration  card 
bound  into  this  issue  or  contact  the 
Convention  Department. 

Members  Declare 
Candidacy  for  Election 

At  press  time,  the  following  individ- 
uals had  received  the  required  club 
and  individual  nominations  for  elec- 
tive office  in  the  American  Numis- 
matic Association.  The  positions 
that  will  be  vacated  in  1997  because 
of  the  expiring  terms,  and  to  which 
new  officers  must  be  elected,  are  the 


presidency,  vice  presidency  and  all 
seven  governors’  seats.  Only  those 
nominating  organizations  whose 
ANA  membership  was  current  at  the 
time  of  the  nomination  are  noted. 

For  President  and  Member  of  the 
Board  of  Governors: 

ANTHONY  SWIATEK 

Manhasset,  New  York 

Nominating  Organizations:  Bluegrass  Coin 
Club,  Detroit  Coin  Club,  Ft.  Lauderdale  Coin 
Club,  Glendale  Coin  Club,  Gold  Coast  Coin 
Club,  Grosse  Pointe  Numismatic  Society,  Is- 
rael Numismatic  Society /Israel  Coin  Club  of 
Los  Angeles,  Kentucky  State  Numismatic  As- 
sociation, Los  Angeles  Coin  Club,  Louisville 
Coin  Club,  Milwaukee  Numismatic  Society, 
Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins,  South 
Shore  Coin  Club 


Wholesale  Specialty 
MEDALLIONS 


YANKEES  BULLS  AVALANCHE  PACKERS 


We  are  the  official  distributor  for  all  U.S.  sports  medallions, 
including  the  NH-,  NBA,  NHL,  Major  League  Baseball 
and  NASCAR.  We  are  also  official  distributors  for  the 
Disney series,  Panda  and  specialty  items 
(anniversaries,  birthdays,  etc.). 


Call  us  for  our  catalog  of  over  300  items. 


PNG  254 


Mountain  High  Coins 
&■  Collectibles 
“1841” 

MICHAEL  A.  GRAHAM 

185  S.E.  3rd  St.  • Bend,  OR  97702 
1-541-385-7113  • ¥AX  541-385-7133 


M 


Custom  Minting-  Got  a client  who  need.s  a custom 
minting  job?  We  offer  high-quality  custom  minting  in  gold, 
silver  or  bronze.  Just  call  for  quotes. 


THE  SOURCE  FOR  RARE 
U.S.  GOLD  COINS 


If  you  are  a collector,  dealer,  investor  or  marketer  who 
has  purchased  rare  U.S.  gold  coins  in  the  past  several 
years,  chances  are  pretty  good  that  at  some  point,  we  were 
involved  in  the  transaction. 

We  offer  one  of  the  largest  and  most  diverse  inventories 
of  18th  and  19th  Century  U.S.  gold  coins  in  the  country. 
We  specialize  in  choice,  problem-free  issues  from  the  Char- 
lotte, Dahlonega,  Carson  City  and  New  Orleans  Mints,  and 
regularly  wholesale  to  most  of  the  leading  dealers  in  the  nation. 

Together,  we  have  over  thirty  years  of  experience  in  nu- 
mismatics. Doug  Winter  has  written  the  standard  references 
on  Charlotte,  New  Orleans  and  Carson  City  gold  coins, 
while  Lee  Minshull  has  bought  and  sold  tens  of  millions  of 
dollars  worth  of  the  rarest  and  most  important  gold  coins  in 
existence. 

If  you  would  like  to  eliminate  the  middleman  and  go 
straight  to  the  source,  we  encourage  you  to  give  us  a call. 
We’ll  be  happy  to  send  you  a copy  of  our  latest  price  list. 
And  if  you’re  just  getting  started,  we’ll  include  a complimen- 
tary copy  of  Doug  Winter’s  acclaimed  “Connoisseur's 
Guide  to  United  States  Gold  Coins.” 

Give  either  one  of  us  a call  today,  and  discover  the 
Source  for  Rare  United  States  Gold  Coinsl^ 

__  - — Lee  fi 
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DOUG  WINTER 

P.O.  Box  7287 
Dallas.  TX  75200 
(214)  654  9905 


LEE  MINSHULL 

P.O.  Btsx  4:389 
Palos  Vortk-s.  CA  'H)274 
Cl  10)  375-3:379 
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WHITMAN*  COIN  HOLDERS 

The  Best  Way  to 

PRESERVE-PROTECT-DISPLAY 


Contains  No  PVC’s! 

MINT  SET  HOLDERS  AND  2"  x 2"  PLASTIC  HOLDERS 

These  attractive  polystyrene  holders  are  available  for  various  sets  or  individual  coins.  Precision-mold- 
ed with  a unique  double  seal  to  help  prevent  tarnish.  Easy  to  handle  and  store  in  coin  storage  boxes. 
Wide  choice  of  sizes,  with  clear  window  and  frosted  background  creating  a very  eye-pleasing  effect. 


500  2"  X 2"  PLASTIC  HOLDERS 


9726  Cent 

9727  Nickel 

9728  Dime 

9729  Quarter 

9730  Half  Dollar 

9731  Large  Dollar 


9736  Silver  Rounds 

9737  Silver  Eagles 

9738  Gold  Eagles  ($50) 

9739  Double  Eagles  ($20) 

9740  1/10  Gold  Eagles  ($5.00) 


U.S.  MINT  OR  PROOF  SET  HOLDERS 

9733  $1.19  5 Openings — Cent  thru 
Half  Dollar 

9735  $1.29  6 Openings — Cent  thru 
Large  Dollar 


CARDBOARD  COIN  MOUNTS 

Ideal,  inexpensive  coin  protection 
for  all  standard  U.S.  coin  sizes  and 
thousands  of  foreign  coins. 

$1.49  2"  X 2"  COIN  MOUNTS 
(20  mounts/pkg.) 

9180  Cent  9183  Quarter 

9181  Nickel  9184  Half  Dollar 

9182  Dime  9185  Large  Dollar 


PLASTIC  COIN  TUBES 

Whitman®  coin  tubes  protect  coins  from 
moisture  and  air.  Polyethylene  screw 
caps  seal  tubes  securely.  Gear,  chemi- 
cally inert  polystyrene  will  not  harm 
coins  in  any  way. 

Standard  U.S.  coin  roll  sizes. 

$2.39  PLASTIC  COIN  TUBES 
(4  tubes/pkg.) 

9161  Cent  9164  Quarter 

9162  Nickel  9165  Half  Dollar 

9163  Dime  9166  Large  Dollar 


COIN  STORAGE  BOX 

Made  of  durable  polystyrene 
plastic  in  deep  blue.  Provides 
storage  for  envelopes  and  coin 
holders.  Stacks  securely  and 
easily.  9"  long. 

Item  No.  9732/$3.75 


See  your  coin  dealer  today  for  these  and  other  Quality  Whitman'^  coin  products. 

Whitman®  Coin  Products  from 

GOLDEN  BOOKS  PUBLISHING  COMPANY  INC. 

1220  Mound  Avenue,  Racine,  WI  53404 


® 1997  Golden  Books  Publishing  Company.  Inc.  All  trademarks  are  the  property  of  Golden  Books  Publishing  Company.  Inc. 
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Membership  News 


For  Vice  President  and  Member  of 
the  Board  of  Governors: 
ARTKAGIN 

Des  Moines,  Iowa 
Nomination  Accepted 

Nominaring  Organizations:  Alexandria  Coin 
Club,  Anchorage  Coin  Club,  Colonial  Coin 
Club,  Colorado  Springs  Coin  Club,  Colorado 
Springs  Numismatic  Society,  Covina  Coin 
Club,  Daniel  Boone  Coin  Club,  Denver  Coin 
Club,  Empire  State  Numismatic  Association, 
Garden  Grove  Coin  Club,  Greensboro  Coin 
Club,  International  Association  of  Silver  Art 
Collectors,  Israel  Numismatic  Society  of  Long 
Island,  Lake  County  Coin  Club,  Latin  Ameri- 
can Paper  Money  Society,  Leisure  World  Coin 
Club,  Long  Island  Coin  Club,  Memphis  Coin 
Club,  Mohawk  Valley  Coin  Club,  Numisma- 
tists of  Wisconsin,  Ogden  Coin  Club,  Omaha 
Coin  Club,  Oswego  County  Numismatic  Asso- 
ciation, Oxford  Coin  Club,  Pacific  Northwest 
Numismatic  Association,  Professional  Numis- 
matists Guild,  San  Diego  County  Inter-Club 
Numismatic  Council,  Tri-County  Coin  Club, 
Virginia  Peninsula  Coin  Club,  Women  in 
Numismatics 

SCOTT  TRAVERS 

New  York,  New  York 
Nomination  Accepted 

Nominating  Organizations:  Alexandria  Coin 
Club,  American  Israel  Numismatic  Association, 
Anchorage  Coin  Club,  Bowie  Coin  Club, 
Camelback  Collectibles  Club,  Central  Florida 
Coin  Club,  Central  Illinois  Numismatic  Asso- 
ciation, Central  States  Numismatic  Society, 
Charleston  Coin  Club,  Cincinnati  Numismatic 
Association,  College  City  Coin  Club,  Colonial 
Coin  Club,  Coopers  Cave  Coin  Club,  Coos 
County  Coin  Club,  Covina  Coin  Club,  Daniel 
Boone  Coin  Club,  De  Kalb  County  Coin  Club, 
Delaware  County  Coin  Club,  Delta  Coin  Club, 
Detroit  Coin  Club,  Diablo  Numismatic  Soci- 
ety, Dodge  City  Coin  Club,  Downriver  Nu- 
mismatic Association,  Eastlake  Coin  Club,  Em- 
pire State  Numismatic  Association,  Eureka 
Coin  Club,  Flint  Flying  Eagle  Coin  Club,  Fre- 
mont Coin  Club,  Friendly  Coin  Club,  Ft.  Laud- 
erdale Coin  Club,  Glass  Center  Coin  Club, 
Glendale  Coin  Club,  Gold  Coast  Coin  Club, 
Great  Falls  Coin  & Currency  Club,  Greater 
Daytona  Beach  Coin  Club,  Greater  New  Bed- 
ford Coin  Club,  Grosse  Pointe  Numismatic 
Society,  Huntington  Coin  Club,  International 


Association  of  Silver  Art  Collectors,  Israel  Nu- 
mismatic Society/Israel  Coin  Club  of  Los  An- 
geles, Israel  Numismatic  Society  of  Long 
Island,  Kankakee  Coin,  Stamp  & Sport  Card 
Club,  Kentucky  State  Numismatic  Association, 
Lake  County  Coin  Club,  Latin  American  Pa- 
per iMoney  Society,  Lebanon  Valley  Coin 
Club,  Lincoln  Coin  Club,  Lockport  Coin  & 
Stamp  Club,  Logansport  Coin  Club,  Long  Is- 
land Coin  Club,  Los  Angeles  Coin  Club, 
Louisville  Coin  Club,  Low  Country  Coin 
Club,  Ludington  Coin  Club,  Massapequa  Coin 
Club,  Meadville  Coin  Club,  Milwaukee  Nu- 
mismatic Society,  Mohawk  Valley  Coin  Club, 
Montgomery  County  Coin  Club,  Muncie  Coin 
& Stamp  Club,  New  England  Numismatic  As- 
sociation, North  Shore  Coin  Club,  Northern 
California  Numismatic  Association,  Oak  Forest 
Coin  Club,  Oceanside-Carlsbad  Coin  Club, 
Ogden  Coin  Club,  Oswego  County  Numis- 
matic Association,  Owatonna  Coin  & Stamp 
Club,  Oxford  Coin  Club,  Paper  Money  Collec- 
tors of  Michigan,  Peninsula  Coin  Club,  Philip- 
pine Numismatic  & Antiquarian  Society,  Pro- 
fessional Numismatists  Guild,  Quad  Cities 
Coin  Club,  Redwood  Empire  Coin  Club,  Reno 
Coin  Club,  Salina  Coin  Club,  San  Bernardino 
County  Coin  Club,  Santa  Ana  Coin  Club,  Santa 
Barbara  Coin  Club,  Sarasota  Coin  Club,  Silver 
Sands  Coin  Club,  Society  for  U.S.  Commemo- 
rative Coins,  Solano  Silver  Round  Club,  South 
Shore  Coin  Club,  Stanislaus  County  Coin  Club, 
Sun  City  West  Coin  & Stamp  Club,  Sussex 
County  Coin  Club,  Tri-County  Coin  Club, 
Tucson  Coin  Club,  Upland  Coin  Club,  Vallejo 
Numismatic  Society,  Westchester  County 
Coin  Club,  Wheeling  Area  Coin  Club, 
Youngstown  Numismatic  Club 

For  Member  of  the 
Board  of  Governors: 

H.  ROBERT  CAMPBELL 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 

Nominating  Organizations:  Alexandria  Coin 
Club,  Anchorage  Coin  Club,  Arkansas  Numis- 
matic Society,  Beaumont  Coin  Club,  Big  Island 
Coin  Club,  Camelback  Collectibles  Club,  Cen- 
tral States  Numismatic  Society,  Charleston 
Coin  Club,  Collectors  Club  of  Boston,  Colo- 
nial Coin  Club,  Colorado  Springs  Numismatic 
Society,  Coopers  Cave  Coin  Club,  Cross  States 
Numismatic  Association,  Currency  Club  of 
New  England,  Daniel  Boone  Coin  Club,  Day- 
ton-Kettering  Coin  Club,  De  Kalb  County 
Coin  Club,  Dodge  City  Coin  Club,  Downriver 


Numismatic  Association,  Eastlake  Coin  Club, 
Empire  State  Numismatic  Association,  Flint 
Flying  Eagle  Coin  Club,  Glendale  Coin  Club, 
Greater  Daytona  Beach  Coin  Club,  Greater 
New  Bedford  Coin  Club,  Hanover  Numis- 
matic Society,  Heartland  Coin  Club,  Inland 
Empire  Coin  Club,  Israel  Numismatic  Society/ 
Israel  Coin  Club  of  Los  Angeles,  Israel  Numis- 
matic Society  of  Long  Island,  Kankakee  Coin, 
Stamp  & Sport  Card  Club,  Lake  County  Coin 
Club,  Latin  American  Paper  Money  Society, 
Lebanon  Valley  Coin  Club,  Lithuanian  Nu- 
mismatic Association,  Litton  Coin  Club,  Lock- 
port  Coin  & Stamp  Club,  Long  Island  Coin 
Club,  Los  Angeles  Coin  Club,  Love  Token  So- 
ciety, Main  Line  Coin  Club,  Manhattan  Coin 
Club,  Massapequa  Coin  Club,  Meadville  Coin 
Club,  McDonnell  Douglas  Coin  & Stamp 
Club,  Mid-Valley  Coin  Club,  Milwaukee  Nu- 
mismatic Society,  Muncie  Coin  & Stamp  Club, 
New  Hampshire  Numismatic  Association, 
Ogden  Coin  Club,  Oswego  County  Numis- 
matic Association,  Oxford  Coin  Club,  Pacific 
Coast  Numismatic  Society,  Philadelphia  Coin 
Club,  Philippine  Numismatic  & Antiquarian 
Society,  Portland  Coin  Club,  Pumam  Coin 
Club,  Santa  Ana  Coin  Club,  Shelby  County 
Coin  Club,  Silsbee  Coin  Club,  Silver  Sand 
Coin  Club,  South  Shore  Coin  Club,  Sun  City 
West  Coin  & Stamp  Club,  Sussex  County 
Coin  Club,  Token  & Medal  Society,  Trails 
West  Artifact  Society,  Trenton  Numismatic 
Club,  Tri-County  Coin  Club,  Tucson  Coin 
Club,  Valparaiso  Coin  Club,  Wabash  Valley 
Coin  Club,  West  Valley  Coin  Club,  Youngs- 
town Numismatic  Club 

HELEN  CARMODY 

Huntington  Beach,  California 
Nomination  Accepted 

Nominating  Organizations:  Alameda  Coin 
Club,  American  Israel  Numismatic  Association, 
Anchorage  Coin  Club,  Arkansas  Numismatic 
Society,  Beaumont  Coin  Club,  Big  Island  Coin 
Club,  Bowie  Coin  Club,  California  Exonumist 
Society,  Camelback  Collectibles  Club,  Carroll 
County  Coin  Club,  Casino  Chip  & Gaming 
Token  Collectors  Club,  Central  Illinois  Nu- 
mismatic Association,  Central  States  Numis- 
matic Society,  Charleston  Coin  Club,  Chula 
Vista  Coin  Club,  Cincinnati  Numismatic  .Asso- 
ciation, Club  of  Illinois  Numismatists,  Collec- 
tors Club  of  Boston,  College  Citv-  Coin  Club, 
Colonial  Coin  Club,  Colorado  Professional 
Numismatic  .Association,  Colorado  Springs 
Coin  Club,  Colorado  Springs  Numismatic 
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Society,  Coopers  Cave  Coin  Club,  Coos 
County  Coin  Club,  Cross  States  Numismatic 
Association,  Currency  Club  of  New  England, 
Daniel  Boone  Coin  Club,  Dayton-Kettering 
Area  Coin  Club,  De  Kalb  County  Coin  Club, 
Delta  Coin  Club  of  Stockton  (CA),  Denver 
Coin  Club,  Detroit  Coin  Club,  Diablo  Numis- 
matic Society,  Dodge  City  Coin  Club,  Down- 
river Numismatic  Association,  Eastlake  Coin 
Club,  Empire  State  Numismatic  Association, 
Fairfield  Coin  Club,  Foundation  for  Numis- 
matic Education,  Ft.  Lauderdale  Coin  Club, 
Fremont  Coin  Club,  Garden  Grove  Coin 
Club,  Gateway  Coin  Club,  Glendale  Coin 
Club,  Gold  Coast  Coin  Club,  Great  Falls  Coin 
& Currency  Club,  Greensboro  Coin  Club, 
Grosse  Pointe  Numismatic  Society,  Guam 
Coin  Club,  Hartford  Numismatic  Society, 
Hawaii  State  Numismatic  Association,  Heart- 
land Coin  Club,  Honolulu  Coin  Club,  Hunt- 
ington Coin  Club,  Inland  Empire  Coin  Club, 
International  Association  of  Silver  Art  Collec- 
tors, Israel  Numismatic  Society/Israel  Coin 
Club  of  Los  Angeles,  Jacksonville  Coin  Club, 


Kalamazoo  Numismatic  Club,  Kankakee  Coin, 
Stamp  & Sport  Card  Club,  Kentucky  State 
Numismatic  Association,  Keokuk  Coin  Club, 
Lake  County  Coin  Club,  Lakeland  Coin  Club, 
Latin  American  Paper  Money  Society,  Leb- 
anon Valley  Coin  Club,  Leisure  World  Coin 
Club,  Lincoln  Coin  Club,  Long  Beach  Coin 
Club,  Los  Angeles  Coin  Club,  Lower  Cape 
Fear  Coin  Club,  Ludington  Coin  Club,  Marion 
Coin  Club,  Massapequa  Coin  Club,  Memphis 
Coin  Club,  Meridian  Coin  Club,  Mid-Valley 
Coin  Club,  Military  Coin  Club,  Mississippi 
Numismatic  Association,  Mxmcie  Coin  & Stamp 
Club,  New  England  Numismatic  Association, 
North  Shore  Coin  Club,  Northern  California 
Numismatic  Association,  Numismatic  Associa- 
tion of  Southern  California,  Numismatists  of 
Wisconsin,  Oak  Forest  Coin  Club,  Oceanside- 
Carlsbad  Coin  Club,  Ogden  Coin  Club,  Old 
Fort  Coin  Club,  Omaha  Coin  Club,  Orange 
Coast  Coin  Club,  Orange  County  Coin  Club, 
Oswego  County  Numismatic  Association,  Pa- 
cific Coast  Numismatic  Society,  Peninsula 
Coin  Club,  Professional  Numismatists  Guild, 


Pumam  Coin  Club,  Redwood  Empire  Coin 
Club,  Reno  Coin  Club,  Rocket  City  Coin  Club, 
Sacramento  Valley  Coin  Club,  San  Diego 
County  Inter-Club  Numismatic  Council,  San 
Diego  Numismatic  Society,  San  Francisco  Coin 
Club,  Santa  Ana  Coin  Club,  Santa  Barbara  Coin 
Club,  Searcy  Coin  Club,  Silsbee  Coin  Club,  So- 
ciety for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins,  Society  of 
Doubled  Die  Collectors  of  America,  Society  of 
Paper  Money  Collectors,  Society  of  Philatelists 
& Numismatists,  Solano  Silver  Round  Club, 
South  Shore  Coin  Club,  Stanislaus  County  Coin 
Club,  Sun  City  West  Coin  & Stamp  Club, 
Tennessee  State  Numismatic  Society,  Tucson 
Coin  Club,  Upland  Coin  Club,  Vallejo  Numis- 
matic Society,  Valparaiso  Coin  Club,  Virginia 
Peninsula  Coin  Club,  West  Valley  Coin  Club, 
Willamette  Coin  Club,  Women  in  Numismatics 

BRIAN  E.  FANTON 

Hiawatha,  Iowa 

Nomination  Accepted 

Nominating  Organizations:  Central  States 


NORTHEAST  NUMISMATICS,  INC. 
ACTIVE  BUYER  AND  SELLER  OF  ALL 
BETTER  UNITED  STATES  COINS 

Collectors,  Dealers  and  Investors  have  been  dealing  with 
Northeast  Numismatics,  Inc.  for  the  more  than  30  continuous 
years  we  have  been  in  business. 


If  you  are  buying,  we  have  an  inventory  of  several  hundred 
NGC,  PCGS  and  ANACS  coins  that  changes  daily.  For  a free  list 
and  to  receive  a periodic  listing  of  our  current  inventory,  we 
request  your  address  or  fax  number.  We  also  service  want  lists 
on  an  aggressive  basis. 


If  you  are  selling,  we  would  like  to  be  given  the  opportunity  to 
purchase  your  material.  It  does  not  need  to  be  certified.  Single 
coins  or  complete  collections,  we  will  buy  it  all! 


With  a high  percentage  of  our  business  being  with  other  dealers, 
doesn't  it  make  sense  to  deal  with  Northeast  Numismatics,  Inc. 
directly?  We  invite  you  to  see  us  at  major  shows,  call,  fax  or 
write  us  today.  Authorized  dealer  in  all  major  grading  services. 


10  Concord  Crossin 
Concord,  MA 
508-369-9155 
508-369-9619  (Fax) 


, Suite  220 
1742  Thomas 

Caldwell 
ANA  LM  #1318 


Ancients  . . . 
World  Coins  . . . 
Rare  Gold 
& Silver  . . . 


We  are  buying  rare 
and  choice  gold  and 
silver  coins.  We  specialize  in  ancient 
coinage,  coins  of  Mexico,  Central  and  South 
America,  Europe  and  the  Orient,  and  world 
paper  money 


Ponterio  & Associates,  Inc. 

Richard  H.  Ponterio 
ANA  • PNG  • lAPN 


1818  Robinson  Avenue,  San  Diego,  CA  92103 


(619)  299-0400  • (800)  854-2888 
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Numismatic  Society,  College  City  Coin  Club, 
Milwaukee  Numismatic  Society,  Omaha  Coin 
Club,  Quad  Cities  Coin  Club,  Rochester  Coin 
& Stamp  Club,  South  Shore  Coin  Club 

THOMAS  HALLENBECK 

Colorado  Springs,  Colorado 

Nominating  Organizations:  Arkansas  Valley 
Coin  Club,  Colorado  Springs  Coin  Club,  Col- 
orado Springs  Numismatic  Society,  Colorado- 
Wyoming  Numismatic  Association,  Denver 
Coin  Club,  Indiana  State  Numismatic  Associa- 
tion, Old  Fort  Coin  Club,  Pikes  Peak  Adventure 
League,  Society  of  Ration  Token  Collectors 

WILLIAM  H.  HORTON  JR. 

Keyport,  New  Jersey 

Nominating  Organizations:  American  Israel 
Numismatic  Association,  Anchorage  Coin 
Club,  Arkansas  Numismatic  Society,  Colonial 
Coin  Club,  Colorado  Springs  Numismatic 
Society,  Currency  Club  of  New  England, 
Daniel  Boone  Coin  Club,  Delaware  County 


Coin  Club,  Denver  Coin  Club,  Empire  State 
Numismatic  Association,  Flint  Flying  Eagle 
Coin  Club,  Great  Eastern  Numismatic  Associ- 
ation, Israel  Numismatic  Society  of  Long  Is- 
land, Lake  County  Coin  Club,  Long  Island 
Coin  Club,  Main  Line  Coin  Club,  Mohawk 
Valley  Coin  Club,  New  Jersey  Numismatic  So- 
ciety, Oak  Eorest  Coin  Club,  Professional  Nu- 
mismatists Guild,  Rockford  Area  Coin  Club, 
Roxbury  Coin  Club,  San  Bernardino  County 
Coin  Club,  Shelby  County  Coin  Club,  Sussex 
County  Coin  Club,  Tri-County  Coin  Club, 
Virginia  Peninsula  Coin  Club,  Wheeling  Area 
Coin  Club 

KAY  EDGERTON  LENKER 

San  Diego,  California 
Nomination  Accepted 

Nominating  Organizations:  California  Exon- 
umist  Society,  California  State  Numismatic  As- 
sociation, Chula  Vista  Coin  Club,  Council  of 
International  Numismatics,  Detroit  Coin  Club, 
Glendale  Coin  Club,  Grosse  Pointe  Numis- 


matic Society,  Heartland  Coin  Club,  Israel 
Numismatic  Society/Israel  Coin  Club  of  Los 
Angeles,  Kentucky  State  Numismatic  Associa- 
tion, Los  Angeles  Coin  Club,  Louisville  Coin 
Club,  Military  Coin  Club,  Numismatic  Associ- 
ation of  Southern  California,  Pacific  Coast  Nu- 
mismatic Society,  Redlands  Coin  Club,  San 
Diego  County  Inter-Club  Numismatic  Coun- 
cil, San  Diego  Numismatic  Society,  Stanislaus 
County  Coin  Club 

GARY  E.  LEWIS 

Cape  Coral,  Florida 

Nominating  Organizations:  Cape  Coral  Coin 
Club,  Detroit  Coin  Club,  Et.  Lauderdale  Coin 
Club,  Et.  Myers  Coin  Club,  Gold  Coast  Coin 
Club,  Grosse  Pointe  Numismatic  Society, 
Kentucky  State  Numismatic  Association 

WILL  ROSSMAN 

Dallas,  Texas 
Nomination  Accepted 

Nominating  Organizations:  Alexandria  Coin 


TOWER 


COIN  & STAMP  EXCHANGE 

Specialists  in  U.S.  & Foreign  Coins 


Investments  • Counseling  • Appraisals 
Leading  Buyer-Coins  & Stamps  • Gold  & Silver 


Send  for  our  free  fixed  price  list 


JOHN  BAUER,  ANA  LM  2378 
3400  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester,  NY  14618 
(716)  546-3810  / Mon.  thru  Sat.,  10-5 


investments/  inc. 

Justin/  T'iT  787?? 

WE  ARE  BUYING: 
Rare  Date  Gold, 
Silver  dollar  rolls  and  bags, 
Pioneer  gold  and 
Patterns. 


It  will  pay  you  to  contact 
CASEY  NOXON  AT: 


512/?4;-4550 


Casey  Noxon  LM  2586 
LMTNA,  FUN,  CSNA 
and  most  major 
numismatic  organization5 
Member  ICTA 
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Club,  Anchorage  Coin  Club,  Arkansas  Numis- 
matic Society,  Bowie  Coin  Club,  Camelback 
Collectibles  Club,  Central  Florida  Coin  Club, 
Central  Illinois  Numismatic  Association, 
Champaign-Urbana  Coin  Club,  Charleston 
Coin  Club,  Colonial  Coin  Club,  Colorado 
Springs  Coin  Club,  Colorado  Springs  Numis- 
matic Society,  Colorado- Wyoming  Numis- 
matic Association,  Coopers  Cave  Coin  Club, 
Covina  Coin  Club,  Cross  States  Numismatic 
Association,  Currency  Club  of  New  England, 
Dayton- Kettering  Coin  Club,  De  Kalb  County 
Coin  Club,  Detroit  Coin  Club,  Downriver 
Numismatic  Association,  Eastlake  Coin  Club, 
Empire  State  Numismatic  Association,  Flint 
Flying  Eagle  Coin  Club,  Great  Falls  Coin  & 
Currency  Club,  Grosse  Pointe  Numismatic 
Society,  Guam  Coin  Club,  Heartland  Coin 
Club,  Huntington  Coin  Club,  International 
Association  of  Silver  Art  Collectors,  Israel 
Numismatic  Society/Israel  Coin  Club  of  Los 
Angeles,  Israel  Numismatic  Society  of  Michi- 
gan, Kankakee  Coin,  Stamp  & Sport  Card 
Club,  Kentucky  State  Numismatic  Association, 


Lake  County  Coin  Club,  Latin  American 
Paper  Money  Society,  Lebanon  Valley  Coin 
Club,  Lincoln  Coin  Club,  Los  Angeles  Coin 
Club,  Louisville  Coin  Club,  Low  Country 
Coin  Club,  Lower  Cape  Fear  Coin  Club, 
Ludington  Coin  Club,  Massapequa  Coin  Club, 
McDonnell  Douglas  Coin  & Stamp  Club, 
Milwaukee  Numismatic  Society,  Mount  Ver- 
non Numismatic  Society,  North  Shore  Coin 
Club,  Oak  Forest  Coin  Club,  Ogden  Coin 
Club,  Oswego  County  Numismatic  Associa- 
tion, Oxford  Coin  Club,  Pierre  Coin  & Stamp 
Club,  Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  Put- 
nam Coin  Club,  Redwood  Empire  Coin  Club, 
Reno  Coin  Club,  Salina  Coin  Club,  San 
Bernardino  County  Coin  Club,  San  Diego 
County  Inter-Club  Numismatic  Council, 
Shelby  County  Coin  Club,  Shreveport  Coin 
Club,  Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins, 
Sussex  County  Coin  Club,  Tennessee  State 
Numismatic  Society,  Totem  Coin  Club, 
Tucson  Coin  Club,  Valparaiso  Coin  Club, 
Virginia  Peninsula  Coin  Club,  West  Valley 
Coin  Club,  Wheeling  Area  Coin  Club, 


Women  in  Numismatics,  Youngstown  Numis- 
matic Club 

JOHN  WILSON 

Milwaukee,  Wisconsin 

Nomination  Accepted 

Nominating  Organizations:  Anchorage  Coin 
Club,  Bowie  Coin  Club,  Camelback  Col- 
lectibles Club,  Casino  Chip  & Gaming  Token 
Collectors  Club,  Central  Illinois  Numismatic 
Association,  Central  States  Numismatic  Soci- 
ety, Champaign-Urbana  Coin  Club,  Chicago 
Coin  Club,  Cincinnati  Numismatic  Associa- 
tion, Civil  War  Token  Society,  College  City 
Coin  Club,  Colonial  Coin  Club,  Columbus 
Numismatic  Society/COLNS,  Crescent  City 
Coin  Club,  Currency  Club  of  New  England, 
Daniel  Boone  Coin  Club,  Dedicated  Wooden 
Money  Collectors,  Denver  Coin  Club,  Detroit 
Coin  Club,  Exhibitors  International,  Flint  Fly- 
ing Eagle  Coin  Club,  Ft.  Lauderdale  Coin  Club, 
Friendly  Coin  Club,  Gold  Coast  Coin  Club, 
Grosse  Pointe  Numismatic  Society,  Harrisburg 


U.S.  GOLD  SPECIALISTS 


MAJOR  IMPORTER 
AND  MARKETMAKER 
IN  ALL  U.S.  GOLD 
COINS,  IN  ALL  GRADES 
CERTIFIED  OR  RAW. 


SILVER  DOLLARS: 
SINGLES,  ROLLS,  BAGS. 


• NUMISMATIC 
INVESTMENTS, 
INFORMATION  AND 
COUNSELING  FOR  THE 
INVESTOR  OR 
ADVANCED 
COLLECTOR. 
ATTENDANCE  AT  ALL 
MAJOR  COIN  SHOWS 


NUMISMATIC  EMPORIUM,  INC. 


BRAD  BOHNERT 


"U.S.  Gold  Specialists 
15165  Ventura  Blvd.,  Suite  240 
Sherman  Oaks,  California  91403 
Fax:  (818)  981-2621 
(818)  981-2723 


BRAD  RODGERS 
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Coin  Club,  Illinois  Numismatic  Association, 
Indiana  State  Numismatic  Association,  Indi- 
anapolis Coin  Club,  International  Association 
of  Silver  Art  Collectors,  Israel  Numismatic  So- 
ciety/Israel  Coin  Club  of  Los  Angeles,  Israel 
Numismatic  Society  of  Long  Island,  Jackson- 
ville Coin  Club,  Kankakee  Coin,  Stamp  & 
Sport  Card  Club,  Kentucky  State  Numismatic 
Association,  Lake  County  Coin  Club,  Lincoln 
Coin  Club,  Logansport  Coin  Club,  Louisville 
Coin  Club,  Marion  Coin  Club,  Memphis  Coin 
Club,  Michigan  State  Numismatic  Society, 
Milwaukee  Numismatic  Society,  Oak  Forest 
Coin  Club,  Oswego  County  Numismatic  Asso- 
ciation, Paper  Money  Collectors  of  Michigan, 
Professional  Currency  Dealers  Association, 
Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  Rochester 
Coin  & Stamp  Club,  Rockford  Area  Coin 
Club,  San  Bernardino  County  Coin  Club,  So- 
ciety of  Paper  Money  Collectors,  South  Shore 
Coin  Club,  Treasure  Coast  Coin  Club,  Tucson 
Coin  Club,  Vallejo  Numismatic  Society,  Wa- 
hoo  Coin  Club,  Waukesha  Coin  Club,  West 
Valley  Coin  Club,  Women  in  Numismatics 


Six  Members  Honored 
with  Presidential  Award 

American  Numismatic  Association 
President  Kenneth  Bressett  has  an- 
nounced the  most  recent  recipients 
of  the  ana’s  Presidential  Award  for 
exemplary  contributions  to  the 
hobby.  Honored  on  March  14  at  the 
California  State  Numismatic  Associ- 
ation’s annual  symposium,  held  in 
Fullerton,  was  Philip  Iversen  of 
Sherman  Oaks,  California.  At  the 
ana’s  National  Money  Show  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  Bressett  presented 
awards  to  Terry  Armstrong  of  Reyn- 
oldsburg, Ohio;  A1  and  Dorothy 
Baber  of  El  Cajon,  California;  Larry 
Baber  of  San  Diego,  California;  and 
Paul  Whitnah  of  Arlington,  Texas. 


MEMBERSHIP  IN  A 

COIN  CLOB 

MAKES  COLLECTING 
MORE  FUN! 

^ ^ 

For  information  about 
clubs  in  your  area, 
contact  the  ANA 
Membership  Department, 
818  N.  Cascade  Ave., 
Colorado  Springs,  CO 
80903-3279 

telephone  719/632-2646 
fax  719/634-4085 


in  numismatics. 

Coins  appraised,  auctioned, 
bought  and  sold 

SEND  FOR  YOUR  FREE  COPY  OF 
THE  RARCOA  COED  SHEET 


RARE  COIN  COMPANY 
OF  AMERICA,  INC. 


6262  South  Route  83 


Willowbrook,  Illinois  60514 


Phone  708-654-2580 

FAX:  708-654-3556 


E.  Milas,  Pres. 


LM  632 


America's  Top  Buyer  of 
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CO 

The  Pacific  Rim's 
Number-One  Source  for 
HAWAIIAN  COINS 
and  other  specialty  series 

You  Deserve  to  do 
Business  with  the  Market  Leader 

HARLAN  WHITE 

2425  El  Cajon  Boulevard 
San  Diego,  California  92104 

(619)  298-0137 
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CALENDAR 

OF  EVENTS 


Calendar  listings  are  published  as  a service  to 
member  clubs  of  the  American  Numismatic 
Association.  Entries  must  be  received  at  least 
eight  weeks  prior  to  the  cover  date  of  the 
magazine  and  preferably  as  much  as  four 
months  in  advance  so  announcements  can 
appear  in  several  consecutive  issues.  Type  or 
print  information  and  send  to  Calendar  of 
Events,  818  North  Cascade  Avenue,  Col- 
orado Springs,  CO  80903-3279  or  fax 
719/634-4085.  Receipt  of  show  notices  is 
acknowledged  by  post  card;  if  you  do  not 
receive  confirmation  of  your  listing,  contact 
the  Publications  Department. 

EAST 

MAY 

3 MASSAPEQUA,  NY.  Presbyterian 
Community  Hall,  150  Pittsburgh  Ave. 
(off  Broadway).  Annual  Coin  Show  & 

Sale  sponsored  by  the  Massapequa  Coin 
Club.  MCC,  P.O.  Box  56,  Massapequa 
Park,  NY  11762. 

3 -4  HERSHEY,  PA.  Hershey  Ar- 
mory, 1720  E.  Caracas  Ave.  Hershey 
Coin  Club  35  th  Annual  Coin  Show. 

Show  Chairman  Larry  Byrd,  313  W. 
Main  St.,  Palmyra,  PA  17078,  telephone 
717/534-3860. 

4 ALBANY,  NY.  Polish  Community 
Center,  Washington  Ave.  Extension. 
Capital  District  Coin  Dealers  Association 
Coin  Show.  J.E.  Marcelli,  28  Locust 
Ave.,  Troy,  NY  12180,  telephone 
518/274-4216. 

17-18  CHAMBERSBURG,  PA  Hol- 
iday Inn,  Exit  5, 1-81.  37th  Annual  Coin 
Show  sponsored  by  the  Friendly  Coin 
Club.  Fitz  Shelton  Jr.,  225  Brumbaugh 
Ave.,  Chambersburg,  PA  17201-2805,  tele- 
phone 717/264-8855. 


ANA  EVENTS 


July  12-18  COLORADO  SPRINGS,  CO.  The  Colorado  College.  29th  Annual 
Summer  Conference.  Contact  Education  Department. 

July  30-August  3 NEW  YORK,  NY.  New  York  Marriott  Marquis  Hotel,  1535 
Broadway.  American  Numismatic  Association  106th  Anniversary  Convention. 
Contact  Convention  Department. 

August  14-17  BALTIMORE,  MD.  Baltimore  Convention  Center,  1 W.  Pratt  St. 
Atlantic  Rarities  Coin  Exposition  conducted  by  the  Maryland  State  Numismatic 
Association  and  the  American  Numismatic  Association.  Tom  Palmer,  c/o  MSNA, 
P.O.  Box  6533,  Baltimore,  MD  21219,  telephone  703/351-8409,  fax  703/351-8410, 
or  ANA  Convention  Department. 

March  19-21,  1998  CINCINNATI,  OH.  Cincinnati  Convention  Center.  ANA 
National  Money  Show  sponsored  by  the  American  Numismatic  Association.  Con- 
tact Convention  Department. 


NATIONAL/REGIONAL  ORGANIZATIONS  & EVENTS 


May  9-11  MONROEVILLE,  PA.  Pittsburgh  ExpoMart,  Rt.  22,  Exit  6,  Pennsyl- 
vania Tpk.  Pennsylvania  Association  of  Numismatists  (PAN)  2nd  Spring  Show. 
John  Paul  Sarosi,  P.O.  Box  729,  106  Market  St.,  Johnstown,  PA  15907,  telephone 
814/535-5766. 

May  15-17  PENNSAUKEN,  NJ.  South  Jersey  Expo  Center,  Rts.  73,  130  & 
Haddonfield  Rd.  Garden  State  Numismatic  Association  Convention.  GSNA,  P.O. 
Box  605,  Lakewood,  NJ  08701. 

May  18  KENOSHA,  WI.  Kenosha  Union  Club,  3030  39th  Ave.  (V2  mi.  N.  of 
Hwy.  142).  Numismatists  of  Wisconsin  37th  Annual  Convention  hosted  by  the 
Kenosha  Coin  Club.  Jerry  Binsfeld,  P.O.  Box  191,  Pleasant  Prairie,  WI  53158, 
telephone  414/843-2321  (daytime)  or  414/654-6272  (evening). 

Jvme  19-21  LAS  VEGAS,  NV.  Aladdin  Hotel  & Casino.  Casino  Chips  & Gaming 
Tokens  Collectors  Club  5th  Annual  National  Convention  & Show.  Michael  Skel- 
ton, 112  Simmons,  Coppell,  TX  75019. 

June  20-22  MEMPHIS,  TN.  Cook  Convention  Center,  255  N.  Main  St.  Memphis 
Coin  Club  2 1st  Annual  International  Paper  Money  Show.  Mike  Crabb,  Box  17871, 
Memphis,  TN  38187-0871,  telephone  901/754-6118  (after  6 p.m.). 

June  27-29  IRVING,  TX.  Howard  Johnson’s  Inn/Convention  Center,  120  W. 
Airport  Fwy.  (old  Hwy.  183)  between  Carl  & O’Connor  Rds.  DEW  Metroplex 
Coin  Show  sponsored  by  Numismatics  International.  NI,  Box  1 54906,  Waco,  TX 
76715-4906. 


1  8 SEARPORT,  ME.  Searport  Lions 
Club,  Prospect  St.  Coin  Show  held  by  the 
Penobscott  Bay  Coin  Club.  PBCC,  R.R.  2, 
Box  28,  Stockton  Springs,  ME  04981. 

1 8 SYRACUSE,  NY.  Ramada  Inn, 
1305  Buckley  Rd.  Coin  Show  conducted 
by  the  Onondaga  Numismatic  Associa- 
tion. Edmund  J.  Wlodarski,  8026  Trina 
Cir.  W.,  Clay,  NY  13041-9159,  tele- 
phone 315/699-3711. 


2 5 SPARTA,  NJ.  Elks  Lodge,  Lake 

Mohawk  Boardwalk.  Coin  Show  held  by 
the  Sussex  County  Coin  Club.  SCCC, 
c/o  Tom  Stepanski,  Dart  Stamp  & Coin 
Shop,  P.O.  Box  6273,  Middletown,  NY 
10940,  telephone  914/343-2716. 

3 1 LANCASTER,  PA.  Farm  & Home 
Center,  Arcadia  Rd.  (off  Rt.  72,  Manheim 
Pike).  Red  Rose  Coin  Club  7th  Annual 
Spring  Coin  Show.  Bourse  Chainnan  Phil 
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Machonis,  c/o  RRCC,  P.O.  Box  621,  Lan- 
caster, PA  17608,  telephone  717/656-4475. 

JUNE 

1 ALBANY,  NY.  Polish  Community 
Center,  Washington  Ave.  Extension. 
Capital  District  Coin  Dealers  Association 
Coin  Show.  J.F.  Marcelli,  28  Locust  Ave., 
Troy,  NY  12180,  telephone  518/274-4216. 

1 PHILADELPHIA,  PA.  Rhawnhurst 
Jewish  Center,  Hoffhagle  & Summerdale 
Ave.  Quaker  City  Coin  Show  sponsored 
in  part  by  the  William  Perm  Coin  Club. 
Harry  Forman,  518  Ryers  Ave.,  Bldg.  2, 
1st  Floor,  Cheltenham,  PA  19012,  tele- 
phone 215/663-1814  or  fax  215/663-8940. 

22  HERMITAGE,  PA.  Holiday  Inn, 
Rt.  18,  Pa.  Rt.  60  & 1-80.  Greater  Her- 
mitage Coin  Show  held  by  the  Hermit- 
age Numismatic  Society.  Show  Chair- 


man Jim  Myhra,  P.O.  Box  1237,  Her- 
mitage, PA  16148,  telephone  412/981- 
3334  or  fax  412/983-0526. 

22  SYRACUSE,  NY.  Ramada  Inn, 
1305  Buckley  Rd.  Coin  Show  conducted 
by  the  Onondaga  Numismatic  Associa- 
tion. Edmund  J.  Wlodarski,  8026  Trina 
Cir.  W.,  Clay,  NY  13041-9159,  tele- 
phone 315/699-3711. 

29  YARDVILLE,  NJ.  Hibernian  Hall, 
Kuser  Rd.  Spring  Coin  Show  presented 
by  the  Trenton  Numismatic  Club.  Harry 
Garrison,  P.O.  Box  8422,  Trenton,  NJ 
08650,  telephone  609/585-8104. 

JULY 

2 0 SYRACUSE,  NY.  Ramada  Inn, 
1305  Buckley  Rd.  Coin  Show  conducted 
by  the  Onondaga  Numismatic  Associa- 
tion. Edmund  J.  Wlodarski,  8026  Trina 


Cir.  W.,  Clay,  NY  13041-9159,  tele- 
phone 315/699-3711. 


SOUTH 

MAY 

1 1 HOLLYWOOD,  FL.  Hollywood 
Rotary  Club,  2349  Taylor  St.  (E.  of  1-95, 
off  Hollywood  Blvd.,  N.  on  24th  Ave.). 
Gold  Coast  Coin  Club  Coin,  Stamp  & 
Collectibles  Show.  GCCC,  P.O.  Box 
910,  Hollywood,  FL  33022. 

1 8 FT.  LAUDERDALE,  FL.  Coral 
Ridge  Mall,  3200  N.  Federal  Hwy. 

(@  Oakland  Park  Blvd.).  Fort  Lauderdale 
Coin  Club  Coin  & Stamp  Show.  E.O. 
Smith,  c/o  FLCC,  P.O.  Box  22 102,  Ft. 
Lauderdale,  FL  33335-2102,  telephone 
954/791-6198. 


Before  you  sell  contact 
Harold  B.  Weitz 

For  a fair, 

honest  offer,  contact 

HAROLD  B.  WEITZ,  INC. 

We  are  always  interested  in  large 
collections,  small  collections,  and 
individual  numismatic  rarities.  United 
States  or  foreign.  We  are  full-time 
PCGS,  ANACS,  and  NGC  dealers. 
ANA  lifetime  members,  PNG. 

Harold  B.  Weitz,  Inc. 

6315  Forbes  Ave.,  Maxon  Towers  Suite,  208 
Pittsburgh,  PA  15217 

412-521-1879 

1-800-245-4807  FAX  412-521-1750 


ARE  YOU  SELLING  ? 

I AM  BUYING! 

• COLLECTIONS 
• ESTATES 

• SINGLE  COINS 

From  half-cents  to  gold,  proof  8^  mint  sets 

CALL  US  TODAY! 

(800)  869-7770 

(203)  374-0777 

FAX:  203-373-9676 

ANA  Member  since  1970 

ROBERT  S.  RIEMER 

1771  Post  Road  East 
Westport,  CT  06880 
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JUNE 

1 HOLLWOOD,  FL.  Hollywood 
Rotary  Club,  2349  Taylor  St.  (E.  of  1-95, 
off  Hollywood  Blvd.,  N.  on  24th  Ave.). 
Gold  Coast  Coin  Club  Coin,  Stamp  & 
Collectibles  Show.  GCCC,  P.O.  Box 
910,  Hollywood,  FL  33022. 

7 VICKSBURG,  MS.  Park  Inn  Interna- 
tional, Frontage  Rd.  (just  off  1-20).  Vicks- 
burg Coin  & Collectible  Show  sponsored 
by  the  Vicksburg  Coin  Club.  Cason 
Schafer,  107  Eastview  Dr.  Vicksburg,  MS 
39180,  telephone  601/638-1 195. 

1 5 ET.  LAUDERDALE,  FL.  Coral 
Ridge  Mall,  3200  N.  Federal  Hwy. 

(@  Oakland  Park  Blvd.).  Fort  Lauder- 
dale Coin  Club  Coin  & Stamp  Show. 
E.O.  Smith,  c/o  ELCC,  P.O.  Box 
22102,  Ft.  Lauderdale,  EL  33335-2102, 
telephone  954/791-6198. 


JULY 

3-6  CLEARWATER,  FL.  Sheraton 
Sand  Key  Hotel,  1160  Gulf  Blvd.,  Hwy. 
699.  Clearwater  Coin  Show  conducted 
by  the  Clearwater  Coin  Club.  Bourse 
Chairman  Dale  Bissett,  c/o  CCC,  P.O. 
Box  791,  Clearwater,  FL  34617-0791, 
telephone  813/733-3577  or  fax  813/ 
733-1766. 

6 HOLLYWOOD,  FL.  Hollywood 
Rotary  Club,  2349  Taylor  St.  (E.  of  1-95, 
off  Hollywood  Blvd.,  N.  on  24th  Ave.). 
Gold  Coast  Coin  Club  Coin,  Stamp  & 
Collectibles  Show.  GCCC,  P.O.  Box 
910,  Hollywood,  FL  33022. 

2 0 FT.  LAUDERDALE,  FL.  Coral 
Ridge  Mall,  3200  N.  Federal  Hwy. 

(@  Oakland  Park  Blvd.).  Fort  Lauder- 
dale Coin  Club  Coin  & Stamp  Show. 
E.O.  Smith,  c/o  FLCC,  P.O.  Box 


22102,  Ft.  Lauderdale,  FL  33335-2102, 
telephone  954/791-6198. 

26-27  BOSSIER  cm;  la.  Bossier 
City  Civic  Center,  620  Benton  Rd.  34th 
Annual  Ark-La-Tex  Coin,  Stamp  & Card 
Exposition  sponsored  by  the  Shreveport 
Coin  Club,  see,  P.O.  Box  492,  Shreve- 
port, LA  71162;  telephone  Bourse  Chair- 
man Richie  Self,  318/868-9077,  or  Show 
Chairman  Hal  Odom  Jr.,  318/865-5398. 

CENTRAL 

MAY 

4 GREEN  BAY,  WI.  Rock  Garden/ 
Comfort  Suites,  1951  Bond  St.  Annual 
Spring  Coin  Show  presented  by  the 
Nicolet  Coin  Club.  Roger  Bohn,  1 345 
Ponderosa  Ave.,  Green  Bay,  WI  54313, 
telephone  414/499-7035. 


All  U.S.  Coins 
Including 
Collections  & Estates 
Specializing  in  U.S.  Patterns 


%imismatics  , Inc. 


P.O.  Box  8048 
Newport  Beach 
CA  92658 

800-346-2721  (34-Marc  1) 

714-825-1955  • Fax  714-825-1950 

Marc  Crane  • Stacey  Crane  • James  Davis  • Sam  Smith 


NUMISMATIC  j 
GUARANTY  ] 
CORPORATION 

or  AMERICA 

AUTHOmZiS  lUEMaCTTBEAleft 


PROFTSSIONAI 
COIN 
GRADING 
SFRVItT 
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JUNE 

8 RICE  LAKE,  WI.  Senior  Citizen’s 
Center,  12  W.  Humbird  St.  Coin  Show 
sponsored  by  the  Barron  County  Coin 
Club.  Bourse  Chairman  Sue  Peterson, 

1 19  E.  Ereeman  St,  Rice  Lake,  WI  54868. 

JULY 

2 7 SPRINGEIELD,  IL.  Northfield 

Center,  3210  Northfield  Dr.  (@  Dirksen 
Pkwy.).  Central  Illinois  Numismatic 
Association  Annual  Summer  Coin  Show. 
Jay  T.  Peniwell,  308  N.  Park  Ave.,  Apt. 

A,  Springfield,  IL  62702,  telephone  217/ 
793-0919. 

WEST 

MAY 

1 1 SCOTTSDALE,  AZ.  Elks  Lodge 
(by  the  Buttes),  6398  E.  Oak  St.  Camel- 
back  Collectibles  Club  Coin,  Stamp,  Sports 
Card  & Collectibles  Show.  Show  Chair- 
man Bob  Phelan,  P.O.  Box  15005,  Phoe- 
nix, AZ  85060,  telephone  602/990-1007. 

JUNE 

8 SCOTTSDALE,  AZ.  Elks  Lodge  (by 
the  Buttes),  6398  E.  Oak  St  Camelback 
Collectibles  Club  Coin,  Stamp,  Sports 
Card  & Collectibles  Show.  Show  Chair- 
man Bob  Phelan,  P.O.  Box  15005,  Phoe- 
nix, AZ  85060,  telephone  602/990-1007. 

20-22  PRESCOTT,  AZ.  Ponderosa 
Plaza,  1316  Iron  Springs  Rd.  23rd  Armual 
Prescott  Coin  Show.  Bourse  Chairman 
Michael  Wolf,  P.O.  Box  233,  Dewey,  AZ 
86327,  telephone  520/772-7144. 

2 9 VALLEJO,  CA.  Dan  Eoley  Cul- 
tural Center,  Dan  Eoley  Park,  Tuolumne 
St.  (@  end  N.  Camino  Alto).  Vallejo 
Coin  Club  25th  Annual  Vallejo  Coin  & 
Collectibles  Show.  Show  Chairman  Stan 
Furrini,  P.O.  Box  4281,  Vallejo,  CA 
94590,  telephone  707/453-6277  or  707/ 
453-6937  (weekdays  only). 


JULY 

12-13  COLORADO  SPRINGS,  CO. 

City  Auditorium,  22 1 E.  Kiowa  (between 
Nevada  Ave.  & Weber  St.).  Coin  Show 
co-sponsored  by  the  Colorado  Springs 
Coin  Club  & the  Colorado  Springs  Nu- 
mismatic Society.  Andy  Breakey,  P.O. 
Box  10055,  Colorado  Springs,  CO 
80932,  telephone  719/596-5872. 

2 0 SCOTTSDALE,  AZ.  Elks  Lodge 
(by  the  Buttes),  6398  E.  Oak  St.  Camel- 
back  Collectibles  Club  Coin,  Stamp,  Sports 
Card  & Collectibles  Show.  Show  Chair- 
man Bob  Phelan,  P.O.  Box  15005,  Phoe- 
nix, AZ  85060,  telephone  602/990-1007. 

CANADA 

JULY 

23-27  MONCTON,  NEW  BRUNS- 
WICK. Keddy’s  Brunswick  Hotel.  1997 
Canadian  Numismatic  Association  Con- 
vention hosted  by  the  Moncton  Coin 
Club.  CNA,  Waterloo  Sq.  P.O.  Box 
40033,  75  King  St.  S.,  Waterloo,  Ontario 
N2J  4V1,  Canada,  or  MCC,  P.O.  Box  54, 
Moncton,  New  Brunswick  EIC  8R9, 
Canada,  telephone/fax  506/857-9403. 

GERMANY 

MAY 

1 8 HEIDELBERG.  Elementary 
School,  Patrick  Henry  Village  (Autobahn 
Erankfurt-Karlsruhe,  Schwetzingen  Exit). 
Coin  Show  sponsored  by  the  Heidelberg 
Coin  & Stamp  Club.  Harley  G.  Miller, 
Im  Kreuz  18,  74906  Wollenberg,  Ger- 
many, telephone  0049-6268-555. 

GUAM 

MAY 

2 -4  TAMUNING.  Pacific  Star  Hotel. 

Coin  & Stamp  Show  sponsored  by  the 
Guam  Coin  Club.  Bill  Malinowski,  P.O. 
Box  12573,  Tamuning,  Guam  96931, 
telephone  671/734-1666. 


"CLUB  NEWS 


To  maximize  member  participa- 
tion— and  fun — the  Liberty  Nu- 
mismatic Society  of  California  has 
selected  “Coin  of  the  Month”  themes 
for  its  1997  meetings.  April  was  des- 
ignated “Barber  Dime”  month,  while 
May  will  be  devoted  to  coins  depict- 
ing mammals.  Members  are  encour- 
aged to  bring  appropriate  coins  for 
display;  those  who  do  are  entered 
into  a drawing  for  a prize. 

Established  in  1991,  Women  in 
Numismatics  (WIN)  is  a national 
organization  whose  membership  is 
comprised  of  both  women  and  men. 
The  California-based  group  pub- 
lishes a quarterly  newsletter,  Win- 
ning Ways,  and  holds  six  meetings 
throughout  the  year  in  conjunction 
with  major  coin  shows.  For  addi- 
tional information,  contact  WIN 
President  Patti  Jagger,  P.O.  Box 
42 1 04 1 , San  Diego,  CA  92142. 

Fourteen  members  of  the  Clem- 
ents Coin  Club,  a high  school  nu- 
mismatic club  in  Sugar  Land,  Texas, 
traveled  to  Orlando  in  early  January 
to  attend  the  Florida  United  Numis- 
matists (FUN)  42nd  annual  conven- 
tion. Reports  one  participant,  Katy 
Brock,  “The  trip  to  Florida  was  a 
blast.  The  FUN  show  was  huge,  and 
I got  to  meet  a bunch  of  interesting 
people.  As  a first-time  exhibitor,  I 
had  quite  an  interesting  time  putting 
my  display  together.  But  all  my  re- 
search and  late  nights  paid  off  when 
I won  first  place  in  the  ‘Young  Nu- 
mismatist’ category  for  ‘My  U.S. 
Commemorative  Coins.’  ” 

The  Ohio  Valley  Coin  Associa- 
tion held  its  48tb  Annual  Coin  Con- 
vention on  February  22-2.3  at  the 
Best  W’estern  Inn  in  Weirton,  West 
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Virginia.  The  show  featured  30  deal- 
ers from  the  midwest  and  eastern 
United  States;  exhibits  showcased 
numismatic  material  relating  to 
Steubenville,  Ohio,  which  celebrates 
its  bicentennial  this  year.  Additional 
information  about  the  group  and  its 
activities  can  be  obtained  by  writ- 
ing to  the  Ohio  Valley  Coin  Associa- 
tion, P.O.  Box  471,  Steubenville, 
OH  43952. 

The  Middle  Atlantic  Numis- 
matic Association  (MANA),  an 
ANA  club  holding  life  membership 
number  10,  recently  announced  the 
results  of  its  1997-98  election  of 
officers.  Serving  MANA  as  president 
is  Greg  D.  Ruby;  first  vice  president, 
William  H.  Horton  Jr.;  second  vice 
president,  Gail  B.  Kraljevich;  secre- 


tary, Alvin  Z.  Macomber;  treasurer, 
James  K.  Brandt;  and  directors,  Ger- 
ald L.  Kochel,  Robert  W.  Ruby, 
Thomas  H.  Sebring  and  William  H. 
Stratemeyer.  For  further  infor- 
mation about  this  regional  organi- 
zation, contact  MANA,  c/o  Mae 
Clark,  22  Darwin  Ave.,  Takoma 
Park,  MD  20912. 

Texas’  Silsbee  Coin  Club  (SCC) 
is  trying  to  establish  a new  direction 
for  its  monthly  newsletter,  edited  by 
Club  Secretary  Ruben  Lopez.  “My 
formula  for  producing  a newsletter  is 
quite  simple,”  Lopez  says.  “I  try 
to  mix  valuable  knowledge,  numis- 
matic facts,  news  articles,  upcoming 
events,  precious-metals  updates  and, 
most  important,  yi/w.”  To  learn  more 
about  the  club,  write  to  SCC,  P.O. 


^^OIN,  STAMP.^X 

^ COLLECTIBLES  % 
SHOW 

JUNE  20-22, 1997 
% PONOEROSA  PLAZA  > 
.■d  PRESCOTT. 

\\  AZ  W 


Arizona’s  Prescott  Coin  Club  has 
issued  wooden  dollars  picturing  early 
citizen  Pauline  Weaver  to  promote 
its  23rd  Annual  Coin,  Stamp  and  Col- 
lectibles Show  in  June. 


One  of  America's 

Leading  Professional  Numismatists 

RONALD  J.  GILLIO,  INC. 
Since  1961 


CALL 

FAX 

805-963-1  345 

805-962-6659 

United  States  and  World  Coins  for  Collectors 

Investment  Portfolios  from  $200  to  $1,000,000 

Specializing  in  U.S.  Gold  & Silver  Coins,  World 
Gold  Coins,  Common  to  Rare 


Major  Importer  of  U.S.  Double  Eagles  and 
Eagles — 1850-1932.  Call  for  Wholesale  prices 

Professional  Auctioneers 

Gold  and  Silver  Refiners 


• Strong  Buyers  and  Auctioneers  of  Oriental 
Numismatics,  Japan,  Korea,  Thailand  & China 


• Up  to  $1,000,000  Immediate  Cash  paid  for  Coins, 
Currency  and  Gold 


• Appraisers  for  Banks,  Estates,  Attorneys, 
Insurance  and  Individuals 


GIIIL  LIIIO 


RARE  COINS  • FINE  JEWELRY 

1103  State  Street  • Santa  Barbara  •CA  93101 

805-963-1345 
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Box  1676,  Silsbee,  TX  77656. 

A wooden  dollar  produced  for  the 
Prescott  Coin  Club’s  23rd  Annual 
Coin,  Stamp  and  Collectibles  Show 
in  Prescott,  Arizona,  June  20-22, 
commemorates  the  200th  anniver- 
sary of  the  birth  of  the  city’s  first  cit- 
izen, Pauline  (sometimes  known  as 
Powell  or  Paulino)  Weaver.  The  son 
of  a white  father  and  Cherokee 
mother.  Weaver  was  instrumental 
in  opening  up  the  Arizona  territory 
for  settlement  in  the  1860s.  The 
souvenir  dollars,  printed  in  brown 
and  black  ink,  can  be  purchased  for 
25  cents  each,  plus  a self-addressed 
envelope  with  43  cents  postage  (for 
up  to  two  specimens),  from  San- 
dra Wolf,  P.O.  Box  233,  Dewey, 
AZ  86327. 


OBITUARIE 


ALFRED  BURKE—  ANA  84640 

Alfred  E.  Burke  of  Melrose  Park, 
Pennsylvania,  died  on  January  8, 
1997.  He  was  83  years  old. 

Burke  joined  the  ANA  in  1975. 
He  was  a member  of  Philadelphia’s 
Liberty  Bell  Coin  Club  and  the  Cur- 
rency Club  of  Chester  County  (PA). 
A popular  numismatic  speaker,  he 
also  was  an  active  exhibitor. 

HAROLD  KLEIN— LM  75 

Harold  R.  Klein  of  Clearwater, 
Florida,  died  on  February  12,  1997. 
He  was  83  years  of  age. 

Born  in  Phoenix,  Arizona,  in 


1913,  he  moved  to  Clearwater  in 
1969  from  Hinsdale,  Illinois.  He  was 
employed  by  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Hinsdale  from  1933  to 
1968,  retiring  as  executive  vice  presi- 
dent. He  joined  the  ANA  in  1937, 
serving  as  second  vice  president 
from  1947  to  1948  and  treasurer  from 
1949  to  1962.  He  received  his  gold 
50-year  membership  medal  in  1987. 

Klein  is  survived  by  a son,  Robert 
D.,  of  St.  Petersburg,  Florida;  two 
daughters,  Deborah  Bjorseth  and 
Patricia  Goolik,  both  of  Naperville, 
Illinois;  and  five  grandchildren. 

SYLVIA  MAGNUS— LM  872 

Sylvia  Haffner  Magnus  of  Coconut 
Creek,  Florida,  died  on  November 
8,  1996.  An  ANA  member  since 


PCGS  - ANACS  - NGC 

CERTIFIED  COINS 


Bulging  and  Selling  • Call  (201)  304-0520 

Fax  (201)  304-0914 

also  buying  the  following  items: 


• STWCT  ORIGINAL  BU 
PREMIUM  QUALITY 
ROLLS  OF  SILVER 
DOLLARS,  WALKING 
UBERTY  HALVES,  MER- 
CURY DIMES  (PAYING 
COMPETITIVE  PRICES) 


• 1936-42  GEM  ORIGINAL 
PROOF  SETS 

• AU55  TO  MS65  U.S,  GOLD 


• CC  DOLLARS  IN  ORIGINAL 
GOVERNMENT  PACK 


PSSf 


S.G.  RARE  COINS,  INC. 
625  LAFAYETTE  AVE. 
HAWTHORNE,  NJ  07506 


SAL  GERMANO 
ANA  LM  #3580 


RARE  COINS,  INC. 


MEMBER 

I ana 


Dealers  in  High  Quality 
Rare  U.S.  Coins 


— Coin  of  the  Month  — 

1868  50C 
PCGS  PF66  POP  2/0 
Tough  coin,  much  rarer 
than  the  later  dates. 

$4,250 


Summit  Rare  Coins 

6125  Blue  Circle  Drive 
Minnetonka,  MN  55343 

612/933-0668 
FAX:  612/933-9089 


Chris  Napolitano 


LM  4430 
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> wvffRVfAir* 


S54 


T nr-  N U M I S Af  .1  T I S T • MAY  / V V 7 


Membership  News 


1965,  she  was  79  years  old. 

Known  as  the  “First  Lady  of  Israel 
Numismatics,”  Magnus  wrote  the 
History  of  Modem  Israel's  Money  from 
1917  to  1967,  a softcover  book  that 
includes  the  coins  and  paper  money 
produced  under  the  British  Mandate 
of  Palestine.  A later,  hardcover  edi- 
tion included  Turkish  and  Egyptian 
money  used  in  the  Holy  Land.  In 
1978  the  American  Israel  Numis- 
matic Association  published  her 
book  Judaic  Tokens  and  Medals, 
which  featured  thousands  of  items 
of  kibbutz,  merchant  and  city  to- 
kens, and  municipality.  Masonic  and 
Arabic  medals.  She  received  an  ANA 
Heath  Literary  Award  certificate  of 
honorable  mention  in  1968. 

Magnus  is  survived  by  her  hus- 


band, David;  a son,  Joel  Haffner; 
and  a daughter,  Shelley  Haffner. 

J.  THOMAS  NOLAN— ANA  23112 

J.  Thomas  Nolan  of  Chicago  died 
on  November  22,  1996.  He  was  72 
years  old. 

Nolan  began  collecting  in  1950, 
assembling  a collection  of  obsolete 
bank  notes,  including  uncut  sheets 
and  $3  bills.  Joining  the  Chicago 
Coin  Club  (CCC)  in  1955,  Nolan 
served  as  secretary-treasurer  (1957- 
58)  and  as  an  exhibit  judge  at  local 
coin  shows.  He  joined  the  ANA  in 
1954  and  was  a member  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Society,  Cen- 
tral States  Numismatic  Society,  Illi- 
nois Numismatic  Association,  Oak 


Park  Coin  Club  and  Rockford  Area 
Coin  Club. 

Born  on  April  30,  1924,  in  St. 
Louis,  Missouri,  Nolan  moved  with 
his  family  to  Portland,  Oregon,  and 
Rockford,  Illinois,  before  settling  in 
La  Porte,  Indiana.  He  served  in  the 
Army  medical  corps  during  World 
War  II  and  worked  his  way  through 
the  University  of  Notre  Dame,  ma- 
joring in  accounting  and  finance.  He 
was  employed  as  a controller  for  sev- 
eral companies  in  Chicago,  includ- 
ing Oscar  Mayer  Foods  and  Tele- 
dyne Industries,  and  was  president 
and  chief  executive  officer  of  Gas- 
parro  Enterprises. 

Nolan  is  survived  by  his  partner  of 
23  years,  Michael  J.  Gasparro  Jr.; 
and  two  nieces.  • 


Are  You 
Moving? 


I ■ Attach  your  mailing  label  from  a recent  issue  of 
The  Numismatist  in  the  space  provided  below,  or 
print  your  name  and  address  exactly  as  it  appears  on 
your  label. 


Please  let  us  know! 

Notify  us  at  least 
8 weeks  before  you 
move  to  your  new  ad- 
dress so  you  won’t 
miss  a single  issue  of 
The  Numismatist. 

Here’s  how: 


Name 

(please  print) 

ANA# 

Address 

City 

State 

Zip 

2 ■ Print  your  new 

address  here: 

Name 

(please  print) 

Address 


City  State  Zip 

3 ■ Mail  or  fax  this  form  to: 

ANA  Membership  Department 

818  North  Cascade  Avenue  • Colorado  Springs,  CO  80903-3279  • Fax  719/634-4085 
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Grading  Draped  Bust  Half  Cents 


Half  cents  were  always 
poor  relations  within  the 
United  States  Mint’s  family 
of  coins,  and  the  Draped  Bust  Lib- 
erty first  used  for  silver  dollars  in 
1795  wasn’t  adapted  for  the  half  cent 
until  1800.  Even  so,  the  coinage  of 
this  denomination  was  fairly  regular 
over  the  next  several  years.  Examples 
were  coined  of  every  date  except 
1801,  until  the  Draped  Bust  type  was 
replaced  by  the  Classic  Head  type  in 
1809  (a  subtle  change  was  made  in 
this  coin’s  reverse  beginning  in  1802, 
bringing  it  into  conformity  with  the 
cents  issued  since  1796). 

Mint  State  Draped 
Bust  half  cents 
often  are  easier 
to  grade  than 
circulated  pieces 
because  of  irregu- 
lar strike. 

As  with  all  early  United  States 
coins,  grading  this  series  can  be  a real 
challenge.  The  consistency  evident 
in  today’s  coins  was  impossible  to 
achieve  with  the  primitive  equipment 
used  in  the  first  decades  of  the  19th 
century.  As  a result,  even  Mint-State 
examples  of  the  Draped  Bust  half 
cent  are  apt  to  be  poorly  centered 
and  weakly  struck  in  places.  This 
coin  type  is  one  instance  in  which 
Alint-State  examples  often  are  easier 
to  grade  than  circulated  pieces.  The 
irregularity  of  strike  for  these  coins 
makes  it  difficult  to  establish  how 
much  loss  of  detail  on  a circulated 
coin  is  due  to  wear  and  how  much  is 
the  result  of  poor  strike  or  worn  dies. 

The  Ojficial  A.N.A.  Grading  Stand- 
ards for  United  States  Coins  provides  a 
good  starting  point  for  grading,  but 
remember,  these  guidelines  apply  to 


well-struck  coins.  Poorly  detailed  or 
irregularly  worn  pieces  require  some 
modifications.  The  book  does  ad- 
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dress  known  peculiarities  for  partic- 
ular varieties.  Eor  instance,  1802  half 
cents  with  the  first  style  reverse  ex- 
hibit weakly  struck  reverses.  In  an- 
other example,  the  book  reports  that 
half  cents  of  1807  are  “usually  weak 
at  borders  with  no  obverse  dentils 
showing.”  These  characteristics  can 
be  applied  to  a number  of  varieties, 
particularly  those  dated  toward  the 
end  of  the  series.  So  few  Draped  Bust 
half  cents  have  distinct  border  dentils 
that  this  feature  is  disregarded  when 
grading  such  coins. 

Planchet  quality  is  an  important 
element  in  grading  half  cents.  At  a 
grading  service  such  as  Numismatic 
Guaranty  Corporation  (NGC),  one 
of  the  more  common  reasons  for  re- 
jecting half  cents  and  other  early 
copper  coins  for  certification  is  evi- 
dence of  porosity  in  their  planchets. 
This  porosity  can  be  the  result  of 
corrosion  subsequent  to  striking,  or 
it  may  be  the  coin  actually  was  struck 
from  a defective  planchet.  Some  al- 
lowance is  made  for  dates  that  are 
notoriously  poorly  made,  such  as  the 
1802,  but  if  porosity  is  severe  enough 
to  diminish  a coin’s  market  value,  it 
can  be  cause  for  rejection. 


Perhaps  the  worst  form  of  corro- 
sion is  verdigris,  a green  encrustation 
often  seen  on  old  coins  made  of  cop- 
per. Oftentimes  valued  by  ancient 
coin  collectors  for  its  occasionally 
attractive  patina,  verdigris  is  shunned 
by  collectors  of  modern  coins  as  sim- 
ple corrosion,  and  grading  services 
will  not  certify  such  coins. 

Mint-State  half  cents  can  take  on  a 
wide  variety  of  natural  colors,  since 
their  metal  often  was  riddled  with 
impurities.  Half  cents  displaying 
original,  mint  red  color  are  quite 
scarce,  though  a number  of  1806 
hoard  pieces  have  much  of  their  red 
color  intact,  despite  some  spotting. 
Most  half  cents  of  this  vintage  are  a 
reddish  brown,  light  brown  (or  tan), 
medium  or  chocolate  brown,  or  a 
dark,  grayish  brown.  Still  others  may 
have  a delightful  bluish  tint  from  the 
interaction  of  copper  and  atmos- 
pheric sulfur.  Occasionally,  emerald 
green  pieces  appear  and  are  highly 
prized,  although  there  is  an  impor- 
tant distinction  between  such  toning 
and  the  verdigris  mentioned  earlier. 
NGC  grades  Mint-State  half  cents 
numerically  using  a “BN”  suffix  to 
denote  a predominately  brown  color; 
“RB”  to  denote  blended  red  and 
brown;  or  “RD”  for  coins  that  retain 
all  or  nearly  all  their  original  copper 
color.  Eully  red  Draped  Bust  half 
cents  are  so  rare  that  only  mo  have 
been  certified  by  NGC  to  date.  • 


ANA  Collector  Services  acts  as  a submission 
center  for  Numismatic  Guaranty  Corpora- 
tion (NGC).  Look  for  submission  forms  in 
this  is.sue,  or  contact  ANA  Collector  Services, 
SIS  North  Cascade  Avenue,  Colorado 
Springs,  CO  S090S-5279-  telephone  toll- 
free  Sn0/467-S72^;  fax  7imi4-40S^:  or 
E-mail  anamus®money.  otg. 
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What  Are  Your  Coins  Worth? 

The  Greysheet  CDN  Binder: 

(as  the  Coin  Dealer  Newsletter  is  often  called)  has  been  Not  ready  for  a subscription,  but  still  want  to  evaluate  your 
the  standard  wholesale  pricing-guide  of  the  coin  industry  coin  collection? 

since  1963.  It  is  an  up-to-date  reporting  of  dealer-to-dealer  The  CDN  covers  the  complete  market,  and  we  also  make  a 
Bid/ Ask  prices  on  rare  coins,  from  the  earliest  through  the  place  to  put  all  that  information!  Our  Custom  Deluxe  Binder 
most  recent  issues.  For  34  years  we  have  given  our  subscrib-  will  keep  all  your  Price  Guides  in  one  place,  and  is  a snap  to 
ers  the  most  comprehensive  and  unbiased  report  on  the  update!  The  Binder  is  available  empty  for  $8.95  or  filled  with 
entire  coin  market,  with  all  the  facts  necessary  to  make  a complete  set  of  our  7 most  recent  publications  for  only 
informed  buying  and  selling  decisions.  The  CDN  is  $ 18.75  (a  $22.20  savings!), 

published  weekly  to  enable  you  to  keep  pace  ^ COIN  CDN  Graph  Books! 

with  often  dramatically  changing  price  lev-  | I The  CDN  family  of  publications  is  pleased 

els.  Plus,  your  subscription  in-  ^ to  introduce  two  NEW  publications 

CDN  GRAPHS  series: 
Mint  State  Type  Coins  and 
R#  ' Proof  Type  Coins.  These  recent 
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eludes  FREE  Monthly  and  Quar- 
terly supplements.  All  coin  deal- 
ers have  discovered  how  invalu- 
able the  "Greysheet"  is. 

The  Bluesheet 
The  same  independent,  unbi- 
ased professionalism  that  has 
brought  you  the  Greysheet 
for  34  years,  brings  you  the 
ultimate  price  guide  for  the  cer- 
tified coin  market.  The  Certified  Coin 
Dealer  newsletter  reports  the  highest  known 
Bids  of  actively  traded  PCGS,  NGC,  ANACS, 

NCI,  PCI  & INS  coins.  The  CCDn  brings  you 
an  intensive  look  at  the  certified  coin  market 
and  the  variables  in  price  structure  among  the 
industry's  leading  grading  services.  As  an  extra  bonus  for 
subscribers,  the  “Bluesheet"  now  incorporates  the 
CCDn  ASKSHEET,  reporting  monthly  on  Low- 
est Asks  or  Last  Trades.  Now  you  have 
all  the  information  you  need  to  make 
informed  buying  and  selling  decisions. 

The  Greensheet 

The  Currency  Dealer  Newsletter  covers 
dealer-to-dealer  Bid/ Ask  prices  on  U.S.  frac- 
tional currency,  large  size  U.S.  notes,  small 
size  U.S.  notes,  uncut  sheets,  small  size  cur- 
rency as  well  as  in-depth  articles  and  analyses. 

This  monthly  publication  is  the  only  up-to-date 
pricing  guide  available  in  today's  ever-changing 
Paper  Money  market. 


additions  to  the  CDN  GRAPHS 
series  follow  in  the  tradition  of 
previous  books  (Gold  Type  and 
Silver  Commemoratives)  providing 
such  valuable  information  as: 
•All-Time  Highs  and  Lows 
•Current  CDN  Bids 
Brief  Background  of  Every  Coin 
Designer,  Size  & Weight,  Mintmark, 
Composition 
•Photo  of  each  Coin 
•Weekly  chart  plots  for  over  16  years 

MINT  STATE  TYPE  Graphs  cover  the  Types 
as  listed  on  Page  9 of  the  weekly  CDN,  in 
\ grades:  AU50,  MS60,  MS63,  MS64  & MS65. 
100  pages. 

PROOF  TYPE  Graphs  cover  the  Types  as 
V listed  on  Page  10  of  the  weekly  CDN,  in 
grades:  PR60,  PR63,  PR64  & PR65.  55 
pages. 

SILVER  COMMEMORATIVES 
Graphs  cover  Bid  levels  for  the  classic 
Silver  Commems  listed  on  Page  2 in  the 
weekly  CDN,  in  grades:  XF/AU,  MS60,  MS63, 
MS64  & MS65.  98  pages. 

GOLD  TYPE  Graphs  cover  the  'Types  as  listed  on  the  Front 
Page  of  the  weekly  CDN,  in  grades:  VF,  XF,  AU,  MS60, 
MS63,  MS64  & MS65.  69  pages. 
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the  COIN  DEALER  Newsletter  family  of  publications 

P.O.  Box  7939  • Torrance,  CA  90504  • 310-515-7369 

FAX  3 10-5 15-7534  • greysheet@msn.com  • www.greysheet.com 

□ I have  enclosed  a check/M.O./credit  card  for  the  amount  checked. 

Please  start/renew  my  subscription  and  send  my  CDN  books  ASAP. 

Name  


Co.  Name , 
Address  _ 
City 


State , 
Zip_ 


Phone 


Credit  Card  # 


Coin  Dealer  Newsletter  - Greysheet  (75  issues  a year) 

□ 3 months  $31  □ 6 months  $54  □ 1 Year  $98 

Certified  Coin  Dealer  Newsletter  - Bluesheet  (51  issues  a year) 

□ 3 months  $36  □ 6 months  $65  □ 1 Year  $117 
Currency  Dealer  Newsletter  - Greensheet  (12  issues  a year) 

□ 3 months  $12  0 6 months  $23  □ 1 Year  $44 

□ Sample  Set  of  Current  Price  Guides  (5  total)  Only  $9.75 

CA  residents  must  add  8.25%  sales  tax  on  items  below. 

□ Set  of  Current  Price  Guides  (7  total)  in  a Custom  Deluxe  Binder 
$18.75  - SAVE  over  $22!  □ Empty  Binder  $8.95  (plus  $3  postage). 

□ Proof  Type  CDN  Graph  Book  1980-to-1996. 

$15  for  subscribers  or  $19.95  for  non-subscribers  (plus  $3  postage). 

□ Mint  State  Type  CDN  Graph  Book  1980-to-1996. 

$20  for  subscribers  or  $24.95  for  non-subscribers  (plus  $3  postage). 

□ Gold  Type  CDN  Graph  Book  1980-to-1996. 

$15  for  subscribers  or  $19.95  for  non-subscribers  (plus  $3  postage). 

□ Silver  Commemorative  CDN  Graph  Book  1980-to-1996. 

$20  for  subscribers  or  $24.95  for  non-subscribers  (plus  $3  postage). 


□ MasterCard  □ Visa  Expires 


ORDER  BY  PHONE 


(310)  515-7369 
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BUYING  & SELLING 
HIGH  QUALITY  AND 
RARE  DATE  U.S.  COINAGE 
FROM  $500  TO  $500,000. 


Call  toll-free  for  a list 
of  coins  and  services 


1 -'800^724-7642 


For  up-to-the-minute 
information  from  Pinnacle  Rarities, 
call  the  ANA  fax-on-demand  service  at 
the  800  number  featured  on  the  logo  and  key  in 
Pinnacle’s  advertiser  code  — 201612. 


5177  Richmond  Ave.,  Suite  203, 
Houston,  TX  77056  • FAX:  (713)  877-8299 

raoRssioNAi 

auiMNC 

ANAR141461 


4m  nm. 

Collections  • Sets 
Accumulations 

Silver  Dollars,  Type,  Gold,  Commems, 

Paper  Money,  Keys  & Commons  in  every  grade 
from  AG  thru  Gem  Unc. 

To  receive  our  high  offer,  ship  your 
material  by  registered  or  insured 
mail.  When  received,  we  will  evaluate 
your  holdings  and  make  an  offer  in 
the  form  of  our  same-day  check. 

We  also  buy  bullion  gold  and  silver,  diamonds,  watches, 
political  and  sports  memorabilia. 

SAM  SLOAT  COINS,  INC. 

Established  1961 

606  Post  Road  East,  P.O.  Box  192,  Westport  CT  06881 
800-243-5670  • (203)  226-4279  • FAX  (203)  454-5578 


SPECIALISTS  IN  RARE  U.S.  GOLD  & SILVER  COINS 

The  background  of  our  company  will  ensure  that  our  services  are  provided  with 
integrity,  knowledge  and  over  25  years  of  numismatic  experience. 


Personal  attention  for  dealers,  investors  and  collectors. 

We  Buy  and  Sell  Modern  Issue 
Gold  and  Silver  sets. 

We  buy  and  sell  internationally,  and 
attend  coin  conventions  all  over  the  world 
Exclusive  worldwide  distributors  of  the 
1990  China  Mint  Legal  Tender 
Dragon/Phoenix  Proof  Coins, 

1993  China  Mint  Peacock  Proof  Coins, 
and  many  other  exclusive 
World  Mint  Coins. 

Distributors  for  the  Monnaie  de  Paris  - First  issue  of  5 oz.  Gold  Coins, 

featuring  artworks  from  the  Louvre  Museum.  World-wide  mintage  of  only  99  coins  per 

Free  coin  portfolio  evaluation  service. 


design! 


FRED  WEINBERG  & CO.,  INC. 

16311  VENTURA  BLVD.,  SUITE  1288  • REPUBLIC  BANK  BUILDING  • ENCINO,  CA  91436 

PHONE:  (818)  986-3733  - FAX:  (818)  986-2153 

CALL  1-800-338-6533  OR  FAX  WITH  YOUR  WANT  LIST  OR  INTERESTS. 

WE  PAY  TOP  DOLLAR  FOR  U.S.  GOLD  COINS!! 
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Today  Grading  Considers  Market  Value 


Those  of  you  who  are  re- 
newing your  acquaintance 
with  numismatics  after 
many  years’  absence  are  likely  to 
remark,  “Gee,  how  things  have 
changed”  or  “I  just  don’t  understand 
this  new  grading  system!”  However, 
not  that  much  really  has  changed — 
people  still  collect  coins  for  many  of 
the  same  reasons,  and  grading,  al- 
though more  exacting  nowadays,  is 
just  a logical  outgrowth  of  the  grad- 
ing systems  used  in  times  past.  And, 
thankfully,  collectors  still  are  con- 
cerned about  how  best  to  care  for 
their  coins. 

Q:  Years  ago,  I put  together  a col- 
lection of  red  (or  mostly  red)  uncir- 
culated Lincoln  cents  in  one  of  those 
blue,  cardboard  coin  folders.  The  set 
sat  untouched  in  my  safe-deposit  box 
for  years.  I recently  took  a look  at  it 
and  noticed  that  most  of  the  reverses 
of  the  coins  have  turned  brown,  or 
mostly  so;  the  obverses  are  still  red, 
although  some  have  peripheral  ton- 
ing that  was  not  there  before. 

How  does  this  oxidation  affect  the 
value  of  my  coins?  Is  there  any  way 
to  safely  restore  the  brilliant  red 
color  of  my  collection? 

— N.B.,  Alabama 

A:  Your  questions  underscore  the 
importance  of  properly  storing  your 
coins  and  periodically  checking 
them  to  see  if  they  are  reacting 
unfavorably  to  the  environment.  At 
this  point,  you  should  remove  them 
from  the  album  and  place  them  in 
relatively  inert  containers  (such  as 
Kointains^”^  or  2 x 2-inch,  snap- 
together  plastic  holders).  There  is 
no  safe  way  to  remove  the  brown 


coloration  on  the  reverses  of  the 
cents.  Copper  is  among  the  most  re- 
active of  all  coinage  metals.  As  such. 


THE 

COLLECTOR’S 


it  is  very  difficult  to  clean  a copper 
coin  without  causing  almost  imme- 
diate damage  to  its  surface  or  luster. 

Naturally  red  copper  coins  almost 
always  command  a significant  pre- 
mium over  same-grade,  red-and- 
brown  or  brown  specimens,  largely 
because  such  coins  are  difficult  to 
maintain  in  their  original  state.  On 
the  other  hand,  copper  coins  with 
unnatural  luster  and  bright  color- 
ing— a result  typical  of  some  clean- 
ing methods — are  worth  substan- 
tially less  than  “original”  red-and- 
brown  or  brown  pieces.  Provided 
your  cents  were  original  when  you 
bought  them  (that  is,  not  cleaned), 
you  should  be  able  to  find  any  num- 
ber of  well-paying  buyers. 

Q:  I have  been  a coin  collector  for 
many  years,  and,  although  I have 
purchased  some  coins  in  encapsula- 
tions, I must  confess  I have  never 
sent  any  of  my  own  coins  to  be 
slabbed  by  a grading  service — that  is, 
until  recently.  From  the  various  sets 
I have  put  together  over  the  past  25 
years  or  so,  I selected  coins  of  rea- 
sonable condition  and  value. 

I am  no  expert,  but  I do  consider 


myself  a fairly  competent  grader. 
Many  of  the  coins  I submitted  were 
graded  more  or  less  as  I expected, 
but  quite  a few  Uncirculated  coins 
were  graded  About  Uncirculated 
(AU),  and  some  that  I considered  to 
be  AU  were  graded  Mint  State. 

I’m  not  contesting  the  grading, 
but  I must  be  missing  something. 
Any  ideas  about  what  I can  do  to 
better  understand  why  my  coins 
were  graded  this  way?  I’d  like  to 
protect  myself  when  I purchase  un- 
slabbed coins  in  the  future. 

— R.N.,  Arizona 

A:  The  line  between  About  Uncircu- 
lated and  Uncirculated,  or  Mint 
State  (MS),  is  tenuous  at  times,  and 
can  vary  in  interpretation  depending 
on  the  coin  series.  Collectors  often 
resubmit  AU-58  coins  in  hopes  of 
obtaining  a Mint-State  grade;  some- 
times they  succeed. 

What  the  third-party  grading 
services  attempt  to  do  is  assign  a 
grade  that  equates  to  the  market 
value  of  a coin.  At  times,  this  runs 
contrary  to  conventional  logic. 

For  instance,  a particularly  attrac- 
tive, uncirculated  Bust  half  dollar 
with  “rub”  (friction  or  slight  wear) 


Market  value  and  eye  appeal  play  an 
important  part  in  grading  uncirculated 
Bust  half  dollars. 
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GET  THE 
EACTS! 

The  ANA  Resource  Center  is 
the  source  for  numismatists: 

^ More  than  30,000  refer- 
ence materials  loaned  free  of 
charge  to  ANA  members. 

^ Slide  sets  and  videotapes 
providing  countless  hours  of 
instruction  and  entertainment 
on  a wide  variety  of  topics. 

Learn  how  you  can  access 
the  world’s  largest  circulating 
numismatic  library. 

Contact  the 

ANA  Resource  Center 
7 19/632-2646 
Fax  719/634-4085 


might  receive  a grade  of  MS-61  or 
-62  because  it  is  more  desirable  to 
the  majority  of  the  market  than  a 
beat-up  MS-60  with  washed-out  lus- 
ter. An  uncirculated  Standing  Lib- 
erty quarter  with  full  mint  luster 
might  be  graded  Mint  State,  even 
though  it  shows  some  degree  of 
metal  loss  on  the  knee  and  leg.  The 
loss  of  metal  on  this  high  point  of 
the  design  is  acceptable  because  it 
was  caused  by  contact  with  other 
coins  in  mint-sewn  bags  before  they 
were  released  into  circulation. 

An  example  to  the  contrary  is 
Mint-State  gold,  particularly  Liberty 
issues.  Many  coins  of  this  type — 
especially  eagles  and  double  eagles 
($10  and  $20) — show  numerous, 
heavy  contact  marks  (“bagmarks”), 
the  result  of  their  frequent,  long- 
distance transport  between  banks. 


states  and  countries.  Although  truly 
uncirculated,  such  coins  often  are 
graded  AU-58,  or  even  AU-55,  be- 
cause very  few  collectors  (or  dealers) 
believe  they  are  worth  the  price  of 
an  uncirculated  specimen. 

Confused?  Many  collectors  are  at 
this  point.  The  best  way  to  learn 
more  about  grading  is  to  examine  a 
quantity  of  coins,  preferably  ones 
that  have  been  graded  professionally. 
Coin  shows  and  auctions  provide  the 
ideal  opportunity  for  such  study. 
You  also  should  consider  attending 
an  ANA  coin-grading  seminar,  held 
in  conjunction  with  various  coin 
shows  around  the  country  or  as  part 
of  the  Association’s  annual  Summer 
Conference  in  Colorado  Springs, 
Colorado.  (For  further  information 
about  these  seminars,  contact  the 
ANA  Education  Department.)  • 


NEW  PRICES-PAYING  TOP  DOLLAR 
Wanted  To  Buy-Complete  Sets 


GWG 

FINE 

XF 

Flying  Eagle  - Indian  Cents 

3,800.00 

4,950.00 

7,700.00 

Lincoln  Cents 

600.00 

975.00 

2,900.00 

Buffalo  Nickels 

300.00 

690.00 

4,700.00 

Barber  Dimes 

460.00 

2,900.00 

6,200.00 

Mercury  Dimes 

475.00 

1,100.00 

3,350.00 

Standing  Liberty  Quarters 

1,300.00 

2,100.00 

5,250.00 

Walking  Liberty  Halves 

340.00 

875.00 

9,500.00 

Morgan  Dollars  (No  1895) 

(2,650.00  Fine) 

(6,400.00  XF) 

(19,000.00  AU) 

Morgan  Dollars  (With  1895) 

(7,700.00  Fine) 

(14,800.00  XF) 

(28,250.00  AU) 

50  Pc.  Commem.  Silver  (6 

,550.00  XF/AU) 

(8,300  BU)  (16 

,000.00  CH/BU) 

1 1 Pc.  Gold  Type  Set 

(1,975  Fine) 

(2,550  XF) 

(4,100  BU) 

No  overdates  or  double  dies  are  included  in  the  above  prices.  We  will  pay 
substantially  more  if  included.  The  above  quotes  are  just  a sample  of  our 
top  buying  prices.  We  are  looking  to  purchase  any  United  States  or  Cana- 
dian Coin  Collections.  For  our  top  offer  just  ship  coins  via  Registered 
mail;  upon  receipt  our  check  will  be  mailed  to  you.  If  for  any  reason  you 
are  not  satisfied  with  our  offer,  your  coins  will  be  returned  postpaid. 


We  attend  approximately  25  coin  shows  a year  for  the  express  purpose  of 
purchasing  coins.  We  can  make  arrangements  to  examine  your  collection 
at  a local  show  near  you.  All  transactions  strictly  confidential. 


EXCELSIOR  COIN  GALLERY 


2710  Arden  Way 
Sacramento,  CA  95825-1365 
Phone  (800)  872-4053 
Local  (916)  487-2646 
FAX:  (916)  487-2673 
ANA  Member 


Our  28th 
Anniversary 
1968-1996 


Prices  subject  to  change 

Send  for  Free  Sale  List  of  Collector  Coins 


BUY  • SELL  • TRADE 

WE  SPECIALIZE  IN 

U.S  Numismatic  Coins  • U.S.  Gold  Coins 
Silver  Dollars 

Gold  and  Silver  Bullion  Coins  Bars 
PCGS  • Coin  Appraisals 
Gold  Silver  Jewelry  • Sports  Collectibles 


When  in  Indiana  Visit 

Our  Full-line  Coin  Currency  Depts., 
Sports  Dept.,  Jewelry  Store, 
df  Novelty  Gift  Shop 


P.O.  Box  424 

Winchester,  Indiana  47394 
(317)584-7481 

Owners:  lm  995 

Leon  E.  Hendrickson  David  Hendrickson 


s 


S60 


T HE  N V M I S M A T I S T 


M AY  19  9 7 


ANA 

AUTHENTICATION 

BUREAU 


BY  J.P.  MARTIN 


Authenticating  the 
1 909-S  VDB  Lincoln  Cent 

Long  considered  the  key  date  of  the 
Lincoln  cent  series,  the  1 909-S  VDB 
is  well  known  to  beginning  collec- 
tors and  numismatic  experts  alike. 
Only  484,000  1 909-S  cents  bear  the 
VDB  initials,  which  were  incorpo- 
rated on  the  reverse  by  the  coin’s  de- 
signer, Victor  D.  Brenner.  With  its 
low  mintage  and  strong  collector  ap- 
peal, this  cent  has  come  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  criminal  element  as  well. 

At  least  four  different  counterfeit 


Genuine  Obverse  #1:  Mintmark  is  high 
in  relation  to  9s  in  date.  Die  also  was 
used  for  later  “non-VDB”  1 909-S  cents. 


Genuine  Obverse  #2:  Mintmark  is  even 
with  9s  in  date  and  leans  to  right. 


Genuine  1 909-S  VDB  Lincoln  cent 
(Obverse  #1). 


obverse  dies  have  been  mated  with 
an  equal  number  of  counterfeit  re- 
verses. These,  however,  are  outnum- 
bered by  mintmark  alterations, 
which  tend  to  involve  high-grade 
1909  VDB  cents.  Date  alterations 
and  additions  of  “VDB”  are  known, 
but  are  much  less  common,  as  they 


Genuine  Obverse  #3:  Mintmark  is  about 
even  with  9s  in  date  (but  higher  than 
#2)  and  leans  to  right  (more  than  #2). 


Genuine  Obverse  #4:  Mintmark  is  low, 
vertical  and  aligned  with  0 in  date. 


Genuine:  Mintmark  serifs  are  vertical 
and  parallel.  Note  die  chip  inside  upper 
curve  and  flow  lines  running  “through” 
mintmark. 


Altered:  Added  mintmark  is  of  incor- 
rect style  and  rotation. 


are  easily  spotted.  (For  all  1909 
cents,  the  date  and  other  design  ele- 
ments, with  the  exception  of  the 
mintmark,  remained  consistent.) 

The  San  Francisco  Mint  used  one 
style  of  “S”  mintmark  from  1909  to 
mid  1917  (with  the  exception  of 
1909  Indian  Head  cents.  Barber 
coinage  and  Panama-Pacific  Expo- 
sition commemorative  half  dol- 
lars). The  Mint  received  six  obverse 
dies  for  production  of  1909  VDB 
cents,  but  ultimately  used  only  four. 
The  “S”  mintmark  was  applied  by 
hand  to  each  using  a single  punch. 
Consequently,  the  style  of  each 
mintmark  is  exactly  the  same;  only 
the  placement  varies  slightly  from 
one  die  to  the  next,  resulting  in  four 
distinct  obverse  dies.  Of  the.se,  only 
the  first  was  used  later  for  “non- 
\T)B”  1 909-S  coins. 
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Artist’s  initials  as  they  appear  on  genuine  1909-S  VDB  Lin- 
coln cent.  Note  proper  style  of  letter  “B.” 


Initials  added  to  ”non-VDB”  cent  display  incorrect  style  of 
letter  “B.” 


Most  1909-S  VDB  alterations 
involve  adding  “S”  mintmarks  to 
1909  Philadelphia  Mint  cents.  When 
authenticating  a coin,  always  exam- 
ine the  mintmark  for  signs  of  a 
seam,  adhesive,  or  discoloration 
from  soldering. 

Also,  scrutinize  Brenner’s  initials. 


as  coins  also  have  been  altered  by  add- 
ing “VDB.”  On  a genuine  specimen, 
the  vertical  stroke  of  the  “B”  leans  to 
the  left,  and  the  crossbar  slopes 
down  from  right  to  left.  A lack  of 
periods  after  the  initials  is  not  a di- 
agnostic, as  grease  and  dirt  on  the 
dies  sometimes  obscured  them  on 


genuine  specimens. 

Armed  with  a knowledge  of  the 
style  and  placement  of  “S”  mint- 
marks  during  this  period,  collectors 
should  be  able  to  spot  other  altered 
S-Mint  coins,  such  as  the  1912  and 
Type  II  1913  nickels,  and  the  1916 
half  dollar.  • 


THE  KING  OF  CASH  WANTS  YOUR  SILVER! 

SPECTRUM  WANTS  TO  BUY 
GEM  ORIGINAL  PROOF  SETS 

Spectrum  Numismatics  International  needs  to  spend  millions  of  dollars  each  month  to  satisfy 
the  needs  of  their  silver-hungry  clients.  The  King  of  Cash  is  willing  to  pay  whatever  it  takes 
to  satisfy  its  clients  and  acquire  the  silver  coins  they  need.  Everybody  says  they  pay  top  dollar, 
but  the  King  of  Cash  will  show  you  exactly  how  much  he’s  willing  to  pay! 


The  King  of  Cash  wants  to  buy  Proof  Sets.  Spectrum  is  interested  in  complete  proof  set  col- 
lections or  individual  sets.  Check  the  prices  below: 


Pre  1892  $6,000  and  up 

1893-1894  $5,000  and  up 

1895  $15,000  and  up 


1896-1904  $4,500  and  up 

1936  $3,250  and  up 

1937  $2,200  and  up 


“How  to  Cash  In” 

It’s  Easy  to  Do  Business  with  the  King  of  Cash 

Spectrum  needs  to  buy  massive  quantities  of  coins!  If  you  want  to  get  the  maximum  amount  possible  for 
your  coins,  all  you  have  to  do  is  pick  up  the  phone  any  weekday  between  9:00  am  and  5:00  pm  California  time 
and  call  the  Spectrum  cash  line  714-955-1250  collect.  Ask  for  Greg  or  Thad  and  tell  them  you  have  coins  for 
sale.  TELL  THEM  YOU  WANT  TO  TALK  TO  THE  KING  OF  CASH. 


Spectrum 

Hom0  -K  tfth*  Kiitg  affUam  S o4kar  Imporlant  RoritUt 

NUMISMATICS  INTI 


P.O.  Box  18523  • Irvine,  CA  92623 
714/955-1250  • FAX  714/955-1824 
FACTS  #B04 


Greg  Roberts 
Thad  Olson 
Richard  Melamed 
Paul  Nugget 
Kerry  Pieropan 
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Pobjoy  Mint  Ltd® 

Over  300  Years  of  Tradition 


Official  Minter  to  Foreign  Governments  • Custom  Minter  to  the  World 


The  Producers  of 

• The  Noble.  The  World’s  first,  and  best  platinum 
bullion  coin. 

• The  Ecu.  First  gold  coin  traded  at  face  value  since 
the  U.S.  went  off  the  gold  standard  in  1933. 

• Winner  of  the  Queen’s  Award  for  Export  in  1990. 

• Winner  of  COTY  Awards:  Angel,  Best  Gold  Coin 
in  1984. 

• Cook  Islands  $50.00,  Best  Crown  in  1987. 

• Penny  Black  Crown,  COIN  OF  THE  YEAR 
in  1990. 

• Best  Crown  and  Most  Innovative  Coinage  Concept 
in  1990. 

• Alley  Cat  Crown,  Most  Popular  Coin  of  1990. 

• Stegosaurus  Crown,  Most  Popular  Coin  of  1993. 

Suppliers  of  coins  , medals,  objects  d’art  and  regalia  for 

Governments,  royalty  and  industrial  concerns. 

Coins,  Regalia,  Objects  D’Art  and 
Custom  Minting 


Silver  or  Gold  Bullion  Coin.  Fractional 


Ascension 

Isle  of  Man 

Bahrain 

Kenya 

Bhutan 

Kuwait 

Bolivia 

Kyrghyzstan 

Bosnia  &.  Henegovina 

Liberia 

Burundi 

Macau 

Dubai 

Madeira 

Cook  Islands 

Maidive  Islands 

Eritrea 

Mauritius 

Ethiopia 

Niue 

Gibraltar 

Nigeria 

Hong  Kong 

Oman 

Peru 

Philippines 

Spain 

Senegal 

Somaliland 

Tokelau 

Tonga 

Tristan  da  Cunha 
Uganda 
Uzbekistan 
Western  Samoa 


Bosnian  Hanoverian 
Stallion, 

The  Hanoverian  Stallion  is 
featured  prominently  in 
this  truly  outstanding  issue 
from  Bosnia.  A product  of 
finest  breeding. 

a guarantee! 


Cat  coins  outsell  every  other  small  gold 
coin  in  America. 


The  Angel 

The  world’s  most  beautiful 
gold  bullion  coin 

Pobjoy,  more  than  a name. 


Pobjoy  Mint  Ltd' 


P.O.  Box  109,  Rosemount,  MN  55068  USA  TEL:  1 612  322  2264  FAX:  1 612  322  5527 
92  Oldfields  Road,  Sutton,  Surrey  SMI  2NW  England.  TEL:  0181  641  0370  FAX:  0181  644  1028 
Pobjoy  International  School  of  Minting  & Technology,  Kingswood  Park,  Park  Lane,  Bonsor  Drive, 
Tadworth,  Surrey,  KT20  6AY.  TEL:  01737  818181  FAX:  01737  818199 
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Before  You  Sell  Contact . . . 

KEYSTONE  COIN 


We  are  always  interested  in  large 
collections,  small  collections,  and 
individual  numismatic  rarities. 
United  States  or  Foreign 

We  are  a full-time  PCGS 
and  NGC  dealer. 

For  a fair,  honest  offer,  contact: 

Kenneth  Kellar  Stephen  Gehringer 

ANA  R1 15779  ANA  LM  2714 


KEYSTONE  COIN 
& STAMP  EXCHANGE 


1801  Tilghman  St. 
Allentown,  PA  18104 


C C El 


FACTS  D59 

Phone:  (610)  770-9500 


$ THE  HIQHER  BUYER  $ 

We've  been  making  customers  happy  for  over  20  years 
with  our  top  dollar  offer  for  their  collections.  When  it 
comes  time  to  sell,  contact  us  for  a fair,  friendly,  and 
confidential  offer.  Same-day  payment  for  any  size 
collection,  large  or  small.  We  will  gladly  make  offers  for 
items  shipped  to  us  or  at  the  coin  shows  we  attend 
throughout  the  country.  Call  for  more  information  or 
ship  your  coins  to  the  address  below. 

• WE  BUY  ALL  COINS  • U.S.  & FOREIGN*  GOLD, 
SILVER,  COPPER  • AG  TO  GEM  UNC  • SETS  & 
SINGLES  • ROLLS  & BAGS  • SILVER  DOLLARS  • 
TYPE  • COMMEMS  • PAPER  MONEY  • COMMON 
COINS  • INDIVIDUAL  RARITIES  • COMPLETE 
COLLECTIONS  • ACCUMULATIONS  • 

John  Paul  Sarosi,  Inc. 

P.O.Box  729  106  MARKET  STREET  JOHNSTOWN,  PA  15907 

1.-800^334'!  163 

KATHY  SAROSI  ANA  LM  3 1 78  JOHN  PAUL  SAROSI  ANA  LM  2505 


Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  Inc. 


Educating  the  consumer  and  seeking  the  unity  in  which  all  who  participate 
as  numismatists  will  derive  the  pleasure,  profit  and  satisfaction  they  seek. 

The  PNG  offers  at  no  charge: 

“The  Pleasures  of  Coin  Collecting" 

“What  You  Should  Know  Before 
You  Buy  Rare  Coins  for  Investment” 

“PNG  Membership  Directory” 

For  a free  copy  of  the  material  listed  above  contact: 

Robert  Brueggeman,  PNG  Executive  Director 
3950  Concordia  Lane,  Fallbrook,  CA  92028 
Tel.  (619)  728-1300  • Fax.  (619)  728-8507 
^ ^ 
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GENERAL 


ANCIENTS 


Harlan  J,  Berk,  Ltd, 

3 1 N.  Clark  Street 
Chicago,  IL  60602 
312/609-0016  • Fax  312/609-1309 

Bimonthly  Buy  or  Bid  Catalogue 
offering  a complete  menu  of 
numismatic  services 

PNG  lAPN  ANA  ANS  NLG 


Your  dealer  and  auctioneer  in  Germany  for 
your  quality  collection  of  Ancient,  Medieval 
and  European  coins  and  medals.  Four  auc- 
tions each  year  in  Munich. 


NUMISMATIK  ?;■ 

Maximiliansplatz  10 
D-80333  Miinchen 
Germany 

Tel.  (4989)  299070 
MUNCHEN  Fax.  (4989)  220762 


LANZ 


Send  this  ad  for  a FREE  sample  of  one  of 
our  latest  auction  catalogs  and  tell  us  what 
you  are  collecting. 


WHOLESALE  TO  ALL! 

100  ancient  coins  in  flips  and  attributed.  A 
diverse  lot  including  Nero,  Caesar 
Augustus,  Alexander  the  Great,  Biblical 
“Widow’s  Mite,”  etc.  Only  $475.00,  post- 
paid, with  satisfaction  guaranteed. 

London  Coin  Galleries 

Email:  Icg@info-ads.com 
http://www.info-ads.com/ancientcoins/ 
Mission  Viejo  Mall,  Mission  Viejo,  CA  92691 
1-5  at  Crown  Valley  (714)  364-0990 


FINE  ANCIENT  COINS 
and  ANTIQUITIES 

GREEK,  ROMAN,  BYZANTINE, 
MEDIEVAL,  HOLY  LAND,  NEAR  EASTERN, 
ORIENTAL  & PRECOLUMBIAN 
IN  ALL  PRICE  RANGES 

Bi-monthly  Mail  Bid  Auctions  with 
Reasonable  Estimates.  Wholesale, 
Consignments,  Outright  Purchases. 
Coin  ID  ^ftware.  Free  Illustrated  Catalog. 

EDGAR  L.  OWEN 

1007  Mohawk  Trail,  Andover,  NJ  0782 1 
Tel:  201/398-9557  Fax:  201/398-8082 
e-mail:  EdgarOwen@worldnet.att.net 
website:  http://www.EdgarLOwen.com 


ANCIENTS 


• Ancient  Coins  • Medieval  Coins 
• Modern  Coins  • Odd  & Curious  Money 
• Tokens  & Medals 

• Coins  of  the  Bible  • Palestine  & Israel 
• Coins,  Medals,  Tokens  & Banknotes 
of  Jewish  Interest. 

Price  lists,  mailhids,  shows. 

WILLIAM M.  ROSENBLUM 
RARE  COINS 

p.o.  box  355-A,  evergreen,  colo.  80437-0355 
phone:  303/838-4831  • fax  303-838-1213 


Reach  28,000  Collectors 
for  $67  per  month 

Become  an  ANA  Display  Classified 
Contract  Advertiser! 

Call  Rudy  Bahr,  Director  of 
Marketing  and  Advertising  at 
800/556-2646 


APPRAISERS 


Spencer  Peck  Ed.  D. 
Numismatist 

ANA  LM  4334 

Acquisitions  - Liquidations 
Research  - Representation 

Appraisals  for  Charitable  Donation 
Equitable  Distribution 
Estate-  Insurance  -Trust 
and 

IRS  purposes. 
Accredited  Member 
American  Society  of  Appraisers 

Box  526,  Oldwick,  N.J.  08858 
(908) 236-2880 
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SARASOTA  COIN  COMPANY 


is  announcing  its  entry  into  the  world 
of  “MAIL  ORDER.”  We  specialize  in: 

• United  States  Coins 

• Foreign  Gold  Coins 

• United  States  Currency 

To  receive  our  Price  Lists  and 
Future  Mailings,  please  call  us  at 
1-800-447-8778,  or  write  us  at: 

Sarasota  Coin  Company 
640  S.  Washington  Blvd.,  Suite  100 
Sarasota,  FL  34236 


BUY  - SELL—  TRADE 
CASINO 

CHIPS  & TOKENS 

Price  list  on  chips— Supply  Catalog 
Club  & Show  Information 
all  sent  FREE  on  request 
CHARLES  & MARGARITA  RODGERS 
C.T.  COINS 
P.O.  BOX  4572 
LAKEWOOD,  CA.  90711 
PHONE  310-408-2463 
800-50-POKER  Fax:310-634-8107 


SINCE  1952 

BUYING  AT  TOP  PRICES 

SELLING  & APPRAISING 
PRIVATE  & ESTATES 
ANCIENTS,  U.S.,  WORLD 
Coins  & Paper  Money 
Outright  Purchase,  Private  Treaty,  Auction 
lAPN,  PNG  #3,  ANA  LM  355 
SENIOR  ASA 

C.E.  BULLOWA,  coinhunter 

1616  Walnut  St.,  Philadelphia,  PA  19103-5364 
for  appointment:  Phone/Fax  (215)  735-5517 


BUYING  & SELLING 

Ancients,  Classical  & Oriental. 
World  Coins,  Tokens  & Medals. 

SIMMONS  & SIMMONS 
(NUMISMATISTS),  LTD. 

p.o.  Box  104 
Leytonstone 

London  El  1 IND  England 
Tel:  (081)989-8097 
FAX:  (081)  518-8421 


RARE  COIN  INVESTMENTS 
OF  RAMSEY 


BmiNG/SELLING 
GOLD  & SILVER  DOLLARS 
COMMEMORATEVTS  & TYPES 
PCGS  Authorized  Service  NGC 

201-825-3205 
P.O.  Box  766 

Ramsey,  New  Jersey  07446 
ANA  LM  PNG 
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AUCTION  INSIGHTS 

BY  BOB  MERRILL 


Learnin’  the  Ropes 
or  Ropin’  to  Learn 

When  I first  started  in  the  coin  busi- 
ness, immediately  following  the 
Spanish-American  War,  I sort  of 
thought  that  all  I would  do  was  sit 
around  and  look  at  coins.  You 
know — talk  about  rarity,  die  vari- 
eties, grading  and  the  like.  And  to 
some  extent,  that’s  true. 

A lot  of  my  time  is  devoted  to  dis- 
cussing the  coins  of  potential  con- 
signors. Most  of  the  individuals  with 
whom  I speak  are  quite  knowledge- 
able and  are  experts  in  one  or  two 
areas  of  numismatics. 

There  is  one  gentleman  who  col- 
lects only  1794  large  cents — but,  you 
guessed  it,  he  collects  them  by  Shel- 
don number.  The  last  time  I talked 
to  him,  he  had  more  than  40  vari- 
eties and  could  identify  them  with- 
out a copy  of  Sheldon’s  book  Penny 
Whimsy.  I know  as  much  about  1794 
large  cents  as  I know  about  the  band 
U2.  (The  last  time  I heard  of  a U2, 
Gary  Powers  was  flying  one  when  he 
was  shot  down  over  the  U.S.S.R.) 

Another  customer  collects  Bust 
quarters  by  Browning  varieties.  Most 
of  the  people  who  buy  Bust  quarters 
just  want  one  as  a type  coin.  The 
knowledge  this  collector  has  amazes 
me — truly,  he  is  an  expert  in  a field 
where  there  are  a number  of  self- 
proclaimed  aficionados. 

One  of  the  most  difficult  jobs  I 
perform  is  when  I become  the 
“Great  Disappointer.”  This  occurs 
when  I have  to  inform  someone,  for 
example,  that  the  1884-0  dollar  he 
picked  up  at  Bubba’s  Coin  and  Fish 
F.mporium  isn’t  worth  the  $1,000 


bill  he  dispatched  upon  its  purchase. 
Sometimes  it  happens  that  when  I 
convey  the  bad  news,  I have  to  wear 
sunglasses  to  keep  from  being 
blinded  because  the  piece  was 
whizzed  to  a stunning  brilliance. 
Generally,  these  messages  are  re- 
ceived with  a moment  of  silence, 
then  disbelief,  and  finally  denial. 
As  my  current  wife  would  say,  these 
unfortunate  recipients  of  disap- 
pointment become  dysthymic.  (I’m 
not  quite  sure  what  that  means,  but 
I think  it  is  probably  the  opposite 
of  elated.) 

i\bout  two  years  ago,  a gendeman 
brought  his  holdings  into  our  offices 
for  possible  consignment.  He  had  a 
substantial  collection,  of  which  he 
was  justifiably  proud.  However, 
many  of  his  “proof”  Seated  Liberty 
quarters,  halves  and  dollars  were 
polished.  Now  obviously,  this  makes 
a huge  difference  in  their  value,  par- 
ticularly when  75  out  of  150  pieces 
fall  into  this  category. 

As  I explained  the  situation  to 
him,  it  was  apparent  from  his  body 
language  that  he  disagreed.  And 
that  only  makes  sense.  Why  would 
he  want  to  believe  something  he 
didn’t  want  to  hear?  He  was  ex- 
tremely polite,  but  did  not  consign 
his  collection. 

You  know,  I can’t  blame  him  for 
getting  a second  or  even  third  opin- 
ion. Thinking  that  he  would  get  the 
same  answer  from  the  other  sources, 
I continued  to  call  him.  My  experi- 
ence told  me  that  the  typical  person 
gets  a second  or  third  similar  opinion 
before  finally  deciding  to  accept  the 
truth  and  go  with  the  last  opinion. 
Oftentimes,  these  disappointed  col- 
lectors are  just  too  frustrated  to  go 
back  to  the  early  opinion-givers. 

However,  this  particular  gentle- 
man didn’t  quite  go  that  route.  He 
told  me  that  he  had  sent  the  coins  to 


a second  auction  house,  and  that 
they  didn’t  like  his  coins  either.  Fol- 
lowing that  disappointment,  he  sent 
them  to  a third  auction  firm. 

When  I asked  him  what  hap- 
pened, I was  the  one  who  expressed 
disbelief.  He  said,  “Bob,  you’re  a 
nice  guy,  but  I’ve  found  a coin  auc- 
tion firm  that  realizes  what  my  coins 
are.  So  I’ve  chosen  them.” 

There  would  be  absolutely  no 
use  trying  to  convince  him  I was  cor- 
rect. He  had  heard  what  he  wanted. 
That’s  it — final,  gone,  done,  adios. 

As  a matter  of  curiosity,  I did  ask 
if  I could  call  him  after  his  coins 
were  sold  to  find  out  how  they  did. 
He  said  he  would  consider  that  ac- 
ceptable. Knowing  the  firm  to  whom 
he  had  consigned,  plus  having  kept 
his  inventory  listing,  I looked  for- 
ward to  seeing  the  catalog.  When 
it  arrived,  I could  not  help  but  try 
to  find  his  lots.  It  wasn’t  hard,  be- 
cause there  were  a considerable 
number  of  Seated  Liberty  coins  in 
that  sale  with  descriptions  like 
“whizzed,”  “polished,”  “cleaned,” 
“burnished”  and  “brushed.” 

I never  did  call  him  after  that  auc- 
tion. There  would  have  been  no 
value  in  making  him  feel  worse.  You 
see,  we  get  the  prices  realized  after 
the  sale,  too.  • 

Bob  Merrill  has  been  auction  director  for 
Heritage  Numismatic  Auctions  in  Dallas, 
Texas,  since  1976. 


Consignments  are  being  accepted 
for  tbe  official  ANA 
World's  Fair  of  Money®  auction 
at  the  Marriott  Marquis  Hotel 
in  New  York  City, 

July  30-August  3,  1997. 

For  more  information,  contact 
Heritage  Numismatic  Auctions, 
I-S00-S72-6467 
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FORMAN  & BAUER,  INC. 

Buying  and  Selling 

U.S.  Coins  - Paper  Money 
B.U.  Rolls  - Proof  Sets 
Paper  Money  Errors 

518  Ryers  Ave.,  Big.  2,  1st  Floor 
Cheltenham,  PA  19012 
(215)  663-1814 

ANA  Life  Members  • PNG  Members 
Serving  Collectors  Since  1955 


Specializing  in 
the  Purchase  of 
U.S.  & World 
Coin  Collections 

Top  Dollar  Paid! 

HANKS  & ASSOCIATES  INC. 

Rare  Coin  Investment  Portfolio  Specialists 
415  N.  Mesa  • Mesa  Financial  Bldg. 

El  Paso,  TX  79901 
(915)  544-8188 
Larry  Hanks,  ANA  LM  1001 


ABBOTTS-COINEX 

CORPORATION 

Specializing  in: 

• RARE  U.S.  GOLD 

• U.S.  TYPE  COINAGE 

Member:  PNG 

Competitive  markets  since  1956 

1393  S.  WOODWARD  AVE. 
BIRMINGHAM,  MI  48009 
Ph.  810-644-8565  Fax  810-644-7038 


James  & Sons  Ltd. 

Buying  & Selling  Rare  Coins,  Currency 
Watches,  Diamonds  & Jewelry 

Selling  to  dealers  and 
collectors  for  over  25  years. 

James  F.  Sunderland-Numismatist 
Janice  Marchese-Numismatist 

Member:  KGS  • NGC  • ANA  LM  797 
239  Gold  Coast  Lane  6240  W.  95th  St.  3426  Vollmer  Rd. 
Calumet  City,  IL  60409  Oak  Lawn,  IL  60453  Olympia  Fields,  IL  60461 
(708)862-3800  (708)599-0004  (708)481-1500 


GEORGE  III 

DID  NOT  ATTEND 

HARVARD! 

But  we  need  both  for  private 
research  collection. 

We  sell  collector  coins,  tokens, 
currency — U.S.  & foreign. 

COLONY  COIN  CO. 

P.O.  Box  281 

Newtonville,  Massachusetts  02160 
(617)  244-1972 


UNIQUE 

PERSONALITY 

Every  collector  has  one  and 
every  coin  has  one. 

Our  job  is  to  match  the  two. 

Over  the  years  J.J.  Teaparty  has  made 
many  successful  matches. 

Let  us  help  write  your  future 

J.J.  TEAPARTY 

(800)  343-6412  • (617)  482-2398 
49  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108 
Ed  Leventhal,  PNG  #255,  ANA  LM  #654 
Call  for  free  price  list. 


DAVID  A.  VOGEL 
W2WTS  TO  SPEND 
$10  MILLION  ON  COINS 

Whether  you  have  a collection  worth  a 
few  hundred  dollars  or  several  million 
dollars,  I want  to  buy  EVERYTHING. 
Check  out  my  ethical  reputation  and  fi- 
nancial status  in  the  industry.  It  pays  you 
to  do  business  with  me.  Call  me  or  fax  me 
a list  of  your  holdings.  My  check  can  be 
in  your  pocket  in  a matter  of  days. 

1-800  DA- VOGEL 
(328-6435) 

FAX  214/342-2373 


California  Numismatic 
Investments 

Selling  Or  Buying-Call  For  A Quote! 
Coins-Paper  Money-Precious  Metals 

1-800-225-7531 

PCGS-NGC-PNG 
Scott  Peterson/Richard  J.  Schwary 
525  W.  Manchester  Blvd. 
Inglewood,  CA  90301 -Near  L.AX 


WANTED-COLLECTIONS 

Competitive  prices  paid  for 

COPPER,  NICKEL, 
SILVER  & GOLD  COINS 

will  purchase  the 

ENTIRE  COLLECTION,  not  just  the 
“hot”  items,  from  good  to  proof. 

Great  Lakes  Coin  Co. 

Norman  Talbert,  ANA  Life  Member 
P.O.  Box  16036,  Cleveland,  OH  44116 
(216)  356-0055 


METEORITES 


Buying,  Selling,  Trading 

Extensive  Selection,  Authenticity  Guaranteed 

Michael  I.  Casper,  Meteorites,  Inc. 
Post  Office  Drawer  J 
Ithaca,  New  York  14851  U.S.A. 

Phone:  607-257-5349  Fax:  607-266-7904 

e-mail:  casper@meteorites.com 
http://www.meteorites.com 
ANA  LM  2502 


Heading  for  Florida? 

Make  Edgewood  in  Jacksonville 
your  first  and  BEST  stop! 

• U.S.  Coins  • Foreign  Coins 

• Gold  & Silver  ‘Coin  Jewelry 

• Metal  Detectors 

EDGEWOOD  COIN  CO. 

936  S.  Edgewood  Avenue 
Jacksonville,  FL  32205 
Mon.-Fri.,  10:30  to  5 Sat.,  10:30  to  1:30 


GOLD 


BUYING  RARE  GOLD 

All  Denominations 
Dollars  to  Fifties 
Also  All  Rare  U.S. 

Copper  - Silver  Coins 

BENJAMIN  LEVIN 

.ANA  LM  409 
P.O.  Box  1395,  S.M.S. 

Fairfield,  CT  06432 
(203) 372-2398 
ANA 
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CURATOR’S  CORNER. 

BY  ROBERT  W.  HOGE 


Crack-Up!  Notes  on 
a Vietnamese  Issue 

In  the  long-established  tradition  of 
the  Far  East,  the  standard  Viet- 
namese coins  of  the  Nguyen  Dynasty 
were  cast  in  “gang”  molds,  the  cast- 
ing sprues  of  the  individual  pieces 
radiating  like  branches  from  the 
central  “tree”  channel,  through 
which  molten  metal  was  poured. 
Once  cooled,  the  trees,  loaded  with 
their  “fruit”  of  new  coins,  were  bro- 
ken from  their  molds  and  the 
coins  individually  “plucked”  from 
their  branches  and  placed  by  the 
hundreds  on  bamboo  rods,  which  ran 
through  the  coins’  square  central 
holes.  The  edges  of  these  “cash”  then 
were  filed  smooth. 

Occasionally,  particular  coins  can 
provide  insight  into  the  happen- 
stances of  relatively  unfamiliar  pro- 
duction methods.  One  piece  in  the 
ANA  cabinet  demonstrates  what 
must  have  been  a routine  hazard  of 
the  minting  technique.  This  cash  is  a 
copper-alloy  dong  of  the  Vietnamese 
ruler  Minh  Mang  (1820-41).  Origi- 
nally from  the  collection  of  re- 
nowned Chinese  specialist  Arthur 
Braddan  Coole,  it  was  donated,  along 
with  many  other  specimens  from  his 
holdings,  by  dealer  Jack  Klausen. 

A rather  large,  attractive  and 
otherwise  typical  example  from  the 
Empire  of  United  Dai-Nam  (KM/ 
Craig  #81.1),  our  dong  clearly  re- 
veals an  anomaly  in  the  form  of  a 
“seam”  extending  across  the  obverse 
of  the  coin  from  about  1 to  about  8 
o’clock,  touching  the  upper  left  cor- 
ner of  the  central  hole  (the  seam  is 
even  more  apparent  on  the  reverse). 


Eleven  plates  from  Albert  Schroeder’s 
Annam:  etudes  numismatiques  illustrate 
traditional  Vietnamese  minting  proce- 
dures. The  ANA’S  dong  of  Minh  Mang 
(ANA  Museum  Accession  No. 

1 98 1 . 1 92.603)  shows  matching 
obverse  and  reverse  casting  flaws. 

The  piece  weighs  3.495g,  with  a 
diameter  of  25.7mm. 


This  line,  which  on  a struck  coin 
would  indicate  a die  break,  shows 
that  the  mold  was  cracked  through 
on  both  sides  during  use,  permitting 


molten  metal  to  flow  into  the  slight 
crevice  the  crack  formed  across  the 
surfaces  of  the  caviu'. 

It  is  quite  rare  to  encounter 
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NUMISMATIC  ERRORS 


evidence  of  mold  breaks  on  both 
sides  of  a coin  in  the  same  position 
(although  breaks  on  one  side  or  the 
other  are  not  unusual).  If  such  a se- 
vere accident  occurred,  the  molds  or 
their  products  might  well  have  been 
rendered  useless.  Albert  Schroeder’s 
Annum:  etudes  numismatiques  (Paris, 
1905;  reprinted  1983)  includes  a se- 
ries of  detailed  plates  showing  mint- 
ing procedures  for  traditional  Viet- 
namese coinage.  From  these  we  can 
get  a good  idea  about  how  the  acci- 
dent may  have  occurred. 

Typical  molds  consisted  of  ce- 
ramic slabs  (for  front  and  back),  into 
which  “mother  coins”  were  pressed 
while  the  clay  was  soft.  The  mother 
coins  then  were  removed  and  the 
cavities  connected  by  grooved  chan- 
nels to  allow  the  flow  of  the  molten 
metal.  A central  hole  connected  a se- 
ries of  the  molds/slabs,  which  were 
tightly  bound  together  in  stacks — the 
respective  obverse  and  reverse  cavi- 
ties aligned — and  coated  with  a mix- 
ture of  clay,  silt  and  elephant  dung. 
They  were  sun-dried  in  piles,  then 
stacked  in  a furnace  and  baked. 

Afterward,  each  pile  was  buried, 
leaving  an  opening  at  the  top.  Mol- 
ten copper  and  zinc  was  poured  into 
the  opening,  and  the  mold  was  dug 
up  and  carried  to  a cooling  bin  of 
water.  Once  cool,  the  molds  were 
broken  up  and  the  coins  removed 
and  smoothed.  Obviously,  the  rather 
fragile  molds  underwent  a good  deal 
of  handling,  with  many  chances  for 
damage  from  the  time  the  mother 
coins  were  removed  until  the  newly 
cast  coins  cooled. 

Standard,  cast  Vietnamese  coins 
generally  were  officially  denomi- 
nated phan  or  van.  Frequently  we  ob- 
serve the  term  “dong”  used  familiarly 
to  refer  to  such  coins.  From  their  in- 
scriptions, the  coins  receive  the  des- 
ignation “thong  bao,”  the  Viet- 


namese equivalent  of  the  Chinese 
Tongbao  (that  is,  “currency” — the 
usual  designation  for  cast  cash 
coins).  Our  specimen  bears  the  usual 
four-character  inscription  Minh- 
Mang  Thong-Bao  (“Minh  Mang  cur- 
rency”), but  is  a variety  on  which 
two  dots  form  the  upper  left  element 
of  the  character  “thong.” 

Old  Vietnamese  issues  are  found 
cast  in  several  metal  alloys.  Our  rare 
“cracked  molds”  example  apparently 
has  a high  zinc  content,  giving  it  a 
brassy  color.  A distinctive  character- 
istic of  Vietnamese  coinage  is  the 
wide  use  of  zinc,  whose  value  was 
about  a tenth  that  of  copper.  • 

The  airator's  chair  is  ejidowed  by  the  Ken- 
neth Keith  Memorial  Fund.  Since  the 
American  Numismatic  Association  is  a 
tax-exempt  organization  under  Section 
501(c)(3)  of  the  Inte7~nal  Revenue  Code, 
all  donations — both  of  cash  and  of  material 
with  established  “fair  market  value’’'’ — 
qualify  as  charitable  contributions  for  in- 
come tax  purposes.  Additional  information 
can  be  obtained  from  the  Museum  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Association,  818 
North  Cascade  Avenue,  Colorado  Springs, 
CO  80903-3219;  fax  119/634-4085;  or 
Internet  anamus@money.ofg.  Selected  ex- 
hibits can  be  viewed  on  the  ANA  V World 
Wide  Web  site  (http://www.money.org). 


NUMISMATIC  ADVERTISING 


THIS  AD  SPACE 
CAN  BE  YOURS! 

Join  these  advertisers  for 
only  $67  per  month  and 
share  your  numismatic  ex- 
pertise with  our  readers. 

Call  Rudy  Bahr,  Director  of 
Marketing  and  Advertising  at 
800/556-2646 


WE  BUY  AND  SELL 
ERROR  COINS 

To  get  your  16  page  sales  catalog  and 
illustrated  Buying  Price  list,  send  55g 
in  postage  to: 

ARNIE  MARGOLIS 

P.O.  Box  158 

Oceanside,  NY  11572-0158 
516-764-8063 
ANA  LM  #777 


NUMISMATIC  LITERATURE 


RARE  & OUT  OF  PRINT,  NEW 
NUMISMATIC  • PHILATELIC 

BOOKS  AND  LITERATURE 

WE  BUY  AND  SELL 
5,000  VOLUMES  IN  STOCK 
NUMISMATIC  CATALOGUE  $7. 
PHILATELIC  CATALOGUE  $4. 

NUMISMATIC  ARTS  OF  SANTA  FE 
P.O.  BOX  9712,  SANTA  FE,  NM  87504 

PHONE  (505)  982-8792  EAX 


NUMISMATIC  SERVICES 


HOLED  COINS 

Expertly  filled.  Solder  lumps,  loops  and  rings 
removed.  Scratches  and  digs  smoothed 
down.  Most  of  the  damaged  detail  re-en- 
graved.  Only  close  examination  will  detect 
repair.  Restores  appearance  and  value. 
Makes  a worthless  coin  suitable  for  collec- 
tion or  type  set.  Copper  and  silver  coins 
cleaned  and  toned.  Send  coins  for  estimate  as 
every  damage  is  different.  Insure  coins  to: 

RE.  STOCKTON 

ANA  24085 

115  Quail  Run,  Somerset,  42501 


PAPER  MONEY 


WORLD 
PAPER  MONEY 

Free  Price  List 
Buying  better  world  notes. 

MEL  STEINBERG 

P.O.  Box  752 
San  Anselmo,  CA  94960 
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PAPER  MONEY 


WORLD  PAPER  MONEY 

Write  for  your  EREE 
copy  of 

The  M.R.I.  Flashlist 
Mark-Ruben  Inc. 

5825  Sunset  Drive,  Suite  302 
South  Miami,  FL  33143 
phone:  (305)  661-7712 
e mail:  escudo@aol.com 
www.coinmarket.com 


WEB  NOTE  COLLECTORS 
Wanted 

1988-A  New  York  B/LGem  CU  Notes 
Paying  S700 

1988-A  Atlanta  F/Star  Gem  CU  Notes 
Paying  $750 

Immediate  Cash,  Send  Me  Your  Duplicates 
Many  References  in  Paper  Money 

J.  Donald  Quiggins 

P.O.  Box  6,  Webster,  KY  40176 
502/547-7719 
ANALM  1338 


TOKENS  & MEDALS 


WANTED 

Since  1971  we  have  been  buyers  of  tokens  and 
medals  of  all  kinds.  We  are  especially  inter- 
ested in  items  of  significant  historic  or  artistic 
merit.  Consignments  for  our  high  quality  auc- 
tions also  solicited. 

PRESIDENTIAL 

Coin  and  Antique  Co.  Inc. 

6550-1  Little  River  Turnpike 
.Alexandria,  Virginia  22312 
703-354-5454  H.  Joseph  Levine 


U.S.  COINS 


Mdien  you  think  about 
Buying  or  Selling 

Lincoln  and  Indian  Cents 

Think  of: 

IIRG  MARSHALL  III,  Inc. 

“The  Penny  Merchant” 

116  West  “D” 

VV^ymore,  Nebraska  68466 
(402)  645-3341 


A Collector  Turned  Dealer 

continued  from  page  507 

The  next  weekend  was  just  as  suc- 
cessful, and  1 met  my  first  mentor  in 
the  coin  business,  Joe  Lebida.  A re- 
tired Air  Force  sergeant  who  dealt  in 
coins  and  jewelry  in  his  spare  time, 
Joe  looked  a little  like  Burl  Ives — 
heavyset  with  a beard,  and  with  an 
almost  identical  voice.  Joe  was  plan- 
ning to  set  up  shop  there,  too,  and 
was  scoping  the  competition.  I was 
worried  I might  lose  my  monopoly, 
but  after  a few  moments,  I thought  it 
would  be  nice  to  have  another  coin 
dealer  nearby. 

Joe  set  up  his  table  the  very  next 
weekend,  about  20  tables  down  from 
mine.  I had  occasion  to  visit  him 
early  that  Saturday  morning,  and  to 
my  pleasant  surprise,  he  repaid  the 
visit  later  that  afternoon.  It  occurred 
to  us  that  since  we  each  had  a 
slightly  different  inventory,  we 
would  send  customers  each  other’s 
way.  The  next  weekend,  our  tables 
sat  alongside  one  other. 

Later  that  fall,  we  formed  a part- 
nership and  moved  to  an  indoor  flea 
market  in  Charles  Town,  West  Vir- 
ginia. The  market  was  located  in  an 
old  railroad-station  warehouse, 
which  on  the  outside  appeared  ready 
for  demolition,  but  on  the  inside 
proved  worthy  for  our  first  shop.  It 
had  plenty  of  light,  a nice  wood 
stove,  and  enough  space  for  two 
counter-type  cases  and  a work  table. 
Business  was  so  good,  we  were  able 
to  take  on  consignments  from  a 
steady  stream  of  customers. 

The  following  year,  we  decided  to 
branch  out  by  touring  coin  shows  as 
vest-pocket  dealers.  I remember  one 
trip  to  a major  regional  show  in  Indi- 
anapolis, where  our  main  concern 
was  to  sell  several  rolls  of  silver  dol- 
lars. (3n  the  way,  we  stopped  off  at 
another  show  near  Pittsburgh,  where 


we  purchased  more  silver  dollars,  an- 
ticipating a big  profit  at  the  larger 
event.  We  barely  sold  anything,  ex- 
cept for  a few  gold  chains.  For  us, 
the  show  was  a total  disaster.  Silver 
dollars  had  taken  a slide  late  in  the 
week,  and  most  dealers  were  hesitant 
to  buy  or  would  pay  only  substan- 
tially less  than  our  purchase  price. 
We  hardly  made  enough  to  pay  for 
our  hotel  room. 

Our  profits  paid  out,  we  made  it 
to  Wheeling,  West  Virginia,  where 
we  stopped  for  the  night.  For  a break 
from  our  troubled  minds  and  aching 
wallets,  we  crossed  the  Ohio  River  to 
Wheeling  Downs  for  the  dog  races 
and  dinner.  As  I busied  myself  with 
the  menu,  Joe  disappeared  to  do  a 
little  “business.”  When  he  returned, 
he  said,  “We  might  get  a little  lucky 
on  this  trip  after  all.”  I,  of  course, 
had  no  idea  what  he  was  talking 
about — the  man  obviously  had  lost 
more  than  his  money  in  Indy.  But, 
when  the  races  ended,  we  were  about 
$200  richer  and  had  a “free”  dinner! 

By  the  end  of  1978,  the  flea  mar- 
ket had  changed  ownership,  and  we 
were  forced  to  move  out.  We  con- 
tinued to  do  the  local  coin  show  cir- 
cuit, but  that,  too,  began  to  slow. 

Joe  eventually  went  into  horse 
racing,  while  I worked  in  real  estate. 
We  saw  each  other  at  coin  shows  for 
a few  years,  but  eventually  lost 
touch.  I will  never  forget  him, 
though,  because  I owe  much  of  my 
numismatic  education  to  him.  Even 
today,  18  years  later,  when  I walk 
the  aisles  at  a coin  show,  Joe  and  the 
little  bit  of  a “dealer”  left  in  me  go 
along,  too.  • 

A collector  since  1959,  John  Koehcrt  enjoys 
1 9th-centuiy  United  States  h'pe  coins,  obsolete 
hank  notes  and  Early  American  antiques.  In  ad- 
dition to  the  ASA,  he  hohh  membership  in  the 
Society  of  Paper  .Monty  Collectofs. 
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U.S.  COINS 


U.S.  COINS 


WORLD  COINS 


U.S.  COINS 

Selling  PCGS,  NGC,  and  ANACS 
Coins.  Specializing  in  Barbers. 
Free  Price  List 

Michael  F.  Oyach 
P.O.  Box  112,  Dunkirk,  NY  14048 
(716)  366-6680 

ANA  R- 166 173,  CoinNet  NR04, 
E-Mail:  10233  l.3020@compuserve.com 
http://ourworld.compuserve.com/homepages/Michael  Oyach/ 


BUYING 

ELIMINATE  THE  MIDDLEMAN 
SELL  TO  THE  PANDAAMERICA 
SHOPPING  NETWORK 

We  constantly  need  circ.-BU  complete 
U.S.  collector  coin  sets  in  albums, 
complete  Franklin  Mint  sets  with 
original  packaging,  etc. 

PandaAmerica 
3460  Torrance  Blvd.,  #100 
Torrance,  CA  90503 
(800)  962-0333  • Fax (310)  543-1744 
ANA  Life  Member  1452 


BUYING! 

Indian  Cents-Good  & Better 

.$  .80  ea. 

V-Nickels-AG  & Better 

.$  .50  ea. 

Barber  Dimes-AG  & Better 

.$  .65  ea. 

Barber  Quarters-AG  & Better 

.$1.60  ea. 

St.  Lib.  Quarters-4  Digits 

.$1.70  ea. 

Barber  Halves-AG  & Better 

.$3.75  ea. 

SILVER  DOLLARS 

VG+  XF/AU  AU/UNC 

UNC 

Common  5.70  5.80  6.50 

7.50 

Pre-21  7.25  7.75  9.50 

11.50 

STEINMETZ  COINS  AND 

CURRENCY,  INC. 

350  Centerville  Rd.  • Lancaster,  PA  17601 

(717)  299-1211  •Fax:  (717)  299-0269 

WILL  SWAP  MY  RARE  COINS 
EOR  YOUR  .^kNTIQUE 
WEAPONS  OR 
MY  ANTIQUE  UTAPONS 
FOR  YOUR  RARE  COINS. 

JAMES  H.  COHEN 
& SONS,  INC. 

437  Royal  Street 
New  Orleans,  LA  70130 
1-800-535-1853 


BUYING! 

All  U.S.  Coins  and 
Colonial  Paper  Money 
Call  Us  Today! 

Main  Line 
Coin  & Stamp,  Inc. 

16  East  Lancaster  Ave. 
Ardmore,  PA  19003 
(215)  649-7900  (800)  448-1279 
Fax:  215-649-4753 

Robert  Riethe,  ANA  R 67397 


WORLD  COINS 


lATTN  AMERICAN  GOLD 

Our  Specialty 

Want  lists  solicited.  Highest  prices  paid 
for  choice  conditions  and  rare  dates. 

“Se  habla  espanol.” 

Please  call  for  latest  quotes. 

Smith  & Daughter  Inc. 

the  new  name  of  Sidney  W.  Smith  & Sons 

^^Professional  Numismatists  for  over  30years^ 

1436  Brickell  Avenue,  Miami,  Florida  33131 
Tel:  (305)  372-1200  Fax:  (305)  358-8566 
Founded  by  Sidney  Smith,  LM  #332  (1918-1983) 


Karl  Stephens 

PNG*  ANA  LM  3112 
Dealer  in  Quality  Rare  Coins 
BUYING 

All  nice  world  coins  and  medals.  Please  write  with  de- 
scriptions of  items  for  sale. 

SELLING 

I specialize  in  coins  from  POLAND,  Canada,  Eastern 
Europe,  Germanic  coinages,  Great  Britain  and  the 
Commonwealth  and  Reformation  coins  and  medals. 
Please  write  for  my  current  price  list  containing  over 
2000  gold,  silver  and  copper  coins  and  medals  for 
sale. 

P.O.  Box  458,  Temple  City,  CA  91780 
(818)  445-8154 


SERIOUS  BUYERS 

Small  or  Large  Collections, 
Single  pieces 

Members  ANA,  PNG,  lAPN 

M.  LOUIS  TELLER 
NUMISMATIC  COMPANY 

16027  Ventura  Blvd., 
Suite  606, 

Encino,  CA  91436 
Phone  (818)  783-8454 
FAX  (818)  783-9083 


BUYING  HONG  KONG 


VT 

EF-AU 

L74C 

ONE  MIL 

1864 

$700 

$1,500 

$2,500 

ONE  CENT 

1941 

1,500 

3,000 

4,000 

SCENTS 

194! -H 

300 

400 

600 

1941 -KN 

150 

250 

400 

10  CENTS 

1864 

300 

600 

1,000 

1905 

250 

450 

750 

20  CENTS 

1866-77 

25 

60 

250 

1879 

350 

800 

1,500 

I880-H 

80 

200 

SOO 

1881 

175 

400 

1,000 

1905 

500 

1,000 

1,300 

HALF  DOLLAR 

1866 

400 

800 

1,750 

1867 

600 

1,300 

2,600 

ONE  DOLLAR 

1 866  to  68 

250 

425 

1,500 

STRONG  PRICES  FOR  MANY  OTHERS-CALL  OR  SHIP 
PROCEDURE:  Ship  with  confidence  by  registered  mail  for 
our  prompt  evaluation  and  payment.  Include  your  telephone 
numWr  so  that  we  may  confirm  receipt. 

MISH  INTERNATIONAL  MONETARY  INC. 
1 154  University  Drive,  P.O.  Box  937,  Menlo  Park,  CA  94026 
Tel.,  415/324-9110  • FAX:  415/322-6091 


M.  GEIGER 

WANTED  RARE  COINS  OF 
SOUTH  AMERICA, 
HAITI,  PERU,  COLOMBIA, 
VENEZUELA,  ETC.  ETC. 
Gold — Silver — Copper — Medals 
ALSO  EUROPE,  ASIA,  AFRICA 
AND  GOOD  OLD  U.S. 

Metro  Mall  1 NE  1st  St. 
Miami,  FL  33132 
305/358-5755 


The  Numismatist 

is  the  prestigious  educational  journal  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Association.  Your  ad 
can  share  space  with  interesting  articles  and 
informative  hobby  news. 

for  more  information  or 
to  place  an  ad,  contact 

The  Director  of 
Marketing , Advertising  and 
Membership 
at  800/556-2646  today! 


HAVE  QUESTIONS? 

• Do  you  need  a reliable  source  for 
numismatic  books,  tapes  and  slide  sets? 

• Do  you  need  to  know  where  to  look  for 
answers  to  your  numismatic  questions? 
The  ANA  Resource  Center 
818  North  Cascade  Ave., 
Colorado  Springs,  CO  80903-3279 
719/632-2646  • Fax  719/634-4085 
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Rates  are  29  cents  per  word,  with  a 25- 
word  ($1.25)  minimum  charge.  Num- 
bers or  prices  count  as  one  word.  Pay- 
ment must  accompany  advertisements. 
Deadline  for  submitting  ads  is  the 
1 5th  day  of  the  month,  six  weeks 
preceding  the  issue  in  which  the  ad 
is  to  appear.  Deduct  1 0 percent  from 
the  total  price  if  the  ad  is  to  run  three 
or  more  times  consecutively  without 
changes.  Ads  must  be  typed  and  double 
spaced.  Classified  ads  received  after  the 
deadline  will  be  held  for  the  next  issue. 
No  refunds  will  be  given  for  canceled 
ads.  Advertisers  must  be  members  of  the 
ANA.  The  ANA  reserves  the  right  to 
decline  any  advertisement  in  whole  or 
in  part. 

WHOLESALE:  THOUSANDS 
RUSSIAN  COLLECTIBLES. 

Price  list  $1.  Want  lists  Welcomed. 
Buying/Trading  U.S.A.,  Worldwide 
Military,  Police,  Polar,  Civilian 
Medals,  Decorations,  Badges;  An- 
cient & Medieval  Coins/Medals  & 
Any  Russian  Imperial  Item.  Ship, 
Fair  Payments  upon  Receiving 
Guaranteed.  Tel. /Fax  718/331- 
3241.  Arnold  Shusterman,  Box 
140232,  Brooklyn,  NY  1 12 14-0232. 


SMALL  SIZE  U.S.  CURRENCY: 

hundreds  of  notes  to  choose  from. 
Type,  stars,  blocks  & mules.  Price 
list  available  for  $1.00.  Arri  Jacob, 
P.O.  Box  361-D,  Los  Aamitos,  CA 
90720-0361.  Buying  all  U.S.  cur- 
rency! (714)  899-4700. 


OLD  STOCK  CERTIEICATES! 
Catalog  plus  3 beautiful  certifi- 
cates (including  railroad)  $4.95.  Aso 
buy!  Ken  Prag,  Box  14817,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114  (415)  586- 
9386. 


CASINO  CHIPS  and  plaques 
wanted  from  USA,  Europe,  Carib- 


bean. Please  send  description  or 
photocopy:  John  Benedict,  X1423, 
Loxahatchee,  FL  33470.  Phone  or 
Fax:  561-798-2520  (Anytime). 


WWII  MILITARY  CURRENCY, 

MPC,  Philippine  Guerrilla,  JIM, 
U.S.  Coins-Currency,  Confederate, 
Obsolete,  Stock  Certificates,  World 
Coins-Stamps-Paper.  Periodic 
Pricelists,  550.  SASE  appreciated. 
702/753-2435.  Hofftnan,  Box  6039- 
A,  Elko,  NV  89802-6039. 


NOTGELD  NEWSLETTER, 
The  Fraktur,  in  ninth  year,  brings 
monthly  features,  news,  books, 
maps,  pricelists.  Annually  $10.  Com- 
plimentary copy  on  request  Court- 
ney Coffing,  P.O.  Box  334,  lola,  WI 
54945. 


CUSTOM  MAHOGANY  COIN 
CABINETS:  Our  clients  are  the 
British  Museum  and  you.  $1.00  for 
color  brochure.  David  McDonald, 
Box  2150,  Westminster,  MD  21158. 


BUYING  B.V.L  $20:  $15.00;  $25: 
$18.75;  $50:  $37.50;  $100:  $75.00; 
$250:  $187.50;  $500:  $375.00.  Mail 
insured.  Town-Country  Enterprises, 
Box  1629,  Apopka,  EL  32704.  (407) 
889-3990. 


WORLD  COINS,  free  lists:  birth 
year,  country,  world  type,  topical 
(animals,  ships,  space,  sports,  tokens, 
crowns  etc.)  The  ROSES,  P.O.  Box 
93075,  Henderson,  NV  89009. 


COLORADO-PEOPLE:Wanted 
information  and/or  Stock  Certifi- 
cates relating  to  Colorado  Pioneer 
OTTO  MEIRS  (1860-1931).  Thed 
Isler,  Postfach,  CH-8050  Zurich 
Switzerland,  telephone  + Fax  01- 
312.30.97. 


CAMEO  PROOF-LIKE,  SPECI- 
MEN, AND  MINTSTATE  Cana- 
dian coins  to  1968.  Highest  quality 
and  condition  census.  Free  price  list. 


newsletter.  Canadian  Cameo  Coins, 
Londonderry,  Box  70040,  Edmonton, 
Aberta,  T5C  3R6  Canada  . 


BRITISH  TOKENS!  Send  $1  (re- 
fundable) for  The  Token  Examiner-, 
the  world’s  most  informative  and 
entertaining  price  list  of  the  18th 
Century  “Conder”  series!  XE-Gems; 
$15  and  up.  Superb  quality  and  great 
rarities  our  specialty.  COLLEC- 
TIONS WANTED!  HIGHEST 
PRICES  PAID!  Jerry  & Sharon 
Bobbe,  POB  25817,  Portland,  OR 
97298, 503/626-1075. 


1,000  MIXED  WORLDWIDE 
BANKNOTES  $99.  500  Mixed 
$55.  200  Different  $57.50.  Deliv- 
ered. International  (N),  Suite  15904, 
P.O.  Box  15174,  Beverly  Hills,  CA 
90209. 


EREE  PRICELIST:  U.S.  coins, 
half  cents  through  dollars  grading 
AG3-MS65.  Satisfaction  guaranteed. 
21  day  returns.  TCC-Dept.  A,  3919 
Eairmont-Suite  229,  Pasadena,  TX 
77504-3063. 


FREE  PRICELIST  of  U.S.  coins, 
half  cents  to  gold.  Accurate  grading. 
Stamp  appreciated.  David  Hansen, 
2621  Green  River  Rd.  #105-237, 
Corona,  CA  91720-7429. 


ASPEN  COINS  offers  Quality 
Coins  and  Quality  Service!  Write 
for  your  free  copy  of  our  current 
World  Coin  Listings.  We  are  also 
active  buyers.  Aspen  Coins,  Box 
620817-N,  Littleton,  CO  80162 
USA.  Phone  (303)  932-6606.  □ 


CASINO  CHIPS,  Buy  Sell  and 
Trade.  Free  Catalogue  and  Price 
List.  Call  SCOTT  HARTMAN 
“The  Chip  Man”  TOLL  FREE  1 
(800)  LUCK-707.  P.O.  Box  387, 
Agoura  Hills,  CA  91376-0387. 
Member  CC8cGTCC  R-501  and 
ANA  168604.  D 
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FREE  mail  bid  list  monthly.  United 
States  coins  and  currency,  foreign 
coins.  Send  name  and  address  to  Joe 
Sande,  Box  211,  Nichols,  FL  33863. 
Want  lists  solicited. 


DON’T  MISS  our  free  list  of  select 
world  coins  of  Europe,  British  Com- 
monwealth, Africa,  Latin  America, 
Asia.  Crowns,  minors,  gold,  medals. 
Write  now.  Dennis  Gill,  Box  175, 
Dept.  C.,  Garden  City,  NY  11530. 

GREAT  BRITAIN:  hammered, 
milled  crowns,  minors,  merchant  to- 
kens, Scottish.  Wide  selection  of 
types.  Want  lists  serviced.  For  free 
price  lists,  please  write  to  Ross  King, 
Box  571,  Chesley,  Ontario  NOG 
ILO,  Canada. 


SELLING  WORLD  GOLD 
COINS.  100  countries.  Majority 


Proof,  Mint  Condition.  Free 
Monthly  Discounted  List.  Buying: 
Need  100+  Countries,  Small  Gold 
Coins  at  75%  KM  Catalog. 
Watchagot?  Town-Country  Enter- 
prises, Box  1629,  Apopka,  FL  32704, 
(407)  889-3990. 


WHOLESALE  FOREIGN  COINS 

— Currency  Per  10,  100,  1,000 
Bought/Sold.  Request  Wholesale  or 
Retail  List.  Send  Offers.  FAX: 
516/944-5172.  JOLIE  COINS,  Box 
68,  Roslyn  Hts.,  NY  11577-0068. 


ALASKA  ITEMS  WANTED:  to- 
kens, Alaska  Yukon  Pacific  Expo., 
buy  sell  and  trade.  What  do  you 
have,  how  much?  50  Alaska  tokens 
and  medals  $50.00  postpaid.  Kaye 
Dethridge,  Box  438,  Sitka,  AK 
99835,  (907)  747-8615,  E-mail: 
ishuler@ptialaska.net. 


ATTENTION  100  different  elon- 
gated cents  $15.00  ppd.  Free  elon- 
gated dime  or  nickel  with  every  or- 
der, many  other  elongateds 
available,  many  older  styles.  Order 
today.  Bernie  Myles,  1605  South  7th 
Street,  Terre  Haute,  IN  47802. 
(812)  232-4405. 


ATTENTION  COIN  J ewelry, 
coin  belt  buckles,  cut-out  coin  jew- 
elry, tie-tacks.  Chains,  key  chains, 
bolo  ties,  money  clips,  findings,  belt 
buckle  inserts.  Large  wholesale  cata- 
logue $1.00,  great  profit  potential. 
Bernard  Myles,  1605  South  7th 
Street,  Terre  Haute,  IN  47802. 
(812)  232-4405. 


LEARN  GRADING/AUTHEN- 
TICATION at  home.  Correspond- 
ence Course.  Expert  instruction 
since  1974.  Hundreds  of  satisfied 


LDEN  EAGLE  Coins,  Jewelry  & Tele-Cards 

8730-14  Cherry  Lane,  Laurel,  MD  20702 

The  Hohest  NEW  Collectible  in  the  USA 

The  Fabulous  12 
for  the  Collector 


I*** 


A Great  Business . . . 

Call  us  for  free  information 
about  how  to  start  your 
own  phone  card  business! 

A Great  Collectible . . . 

Call  us  for  a free  catalog! 

301/206-9222 


AmeriVox  Perillo  Indians 
1 8 different  $ 1 4.00  ea. 

All  18  $199.00 


coco 


cola  60°  '^®*^S)5.00  eo 


With  every  order  of  $50  or  more  from  this  ad  receive  a FREE  Bell  South  Prepaid  calling  card 


1 . CocaCola  Redhots 

Sunburst $75.00 

2.  AmeriVox  Babe  Ruth  $25.00 

3.  ACMI  Spokepets 

3-card  set $29.50 

Coca  Cola  Charlotte  500  .$15.00 

G.T.S.  Cal  Ripken  Jr $35.00 

ACMI  Endangered 

Species  Panda  $45.00 

AmeriVox  Smokey 

Yanick  2-card  set $59.00 

8.  USA  Jerry  Rice  Record 

Breaker $20.00 

9.  32-card  set  1969  Mets  . . . .250.00 
25th  Anniversary  of  the  1969  Mets 

10.  Coca  Cola  Monsters  of 

the  Gridiron  $25.00 

1 1 . AmeriVox  $20 

Kennedy  Flame  $25.00 

Only  distributed  at  3rd  annual  conv. 
Las  Vegas,  Feb.  95  (not  an  easy  cord 
to  find) 

12.  $6  Red  Dog  Charlotte 

Motor  Speedway  $15.00 

Home  of  the  Coca  Cola  600 
(mintage  4, OCX)) 
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students.  Will  also  travel  to  teach. 
Institute  for  Applied  Numismatics, 
P.O.  Box  80111,  Chattanooga,  TN 
37414. 


COIN  AND  STAMP  ALBUMS. 

German  made.  Stackable  Drawers 
for  Coins,  Medals,  etc.  Banknote  al- 
bums, Magnifiers,  etc.  Send  $1.00  for 
catalog.  SAFE  Publications,  P.O.  Box 
263-N,  Southampton,  PA  18966. 
(215)  357-9049. 


TRANSLATIONS— English/Ger- 
man and  German/Enghsh.  Reasonable 
Rates — Prompt  Service.  JOHN 
STRAUSS,  37-32  222nd  Street,  Bay- 
side,  NY  11361.  (718)  428-3887.  □ 


QUALITY  U.S.  APPROVALS!  We 

sell  all  types  of  Quality,  Brilliant  Un- 
circulated U.S.  Coins  on  a 15-day  Ap- 
proval basis.  Send  for  free  informa- 


tion. S&M  Coins,  Dept.  A,  P.O.  Box 
3711,  Quincy,  IL  62305-3711.  □ 


IRISH  LISTS.  World’s  largest,  (a) 
Vikings  to  1823,  11  pages  (including 
rare  Specimen  banknotes),  (b)  1928 
onwards,  7 pages  (including  VIP 
Proofs).  Supplying  collectors,  deal- 
ers, Museums  worldwide  since  1965 
(we  sold  the  1927  Morbiducci  Set 
and  the  unique  1938  Penny!).  Pay- 
ing $80  for  1986  Eire  sets.  Chris 
Denton,  P.O.  Box  25,  Orpington, 
Kent,  England  (Telephone:  +44 
1689  873690). 


BALLYKINLAR  INTERN- 
MENT CAMP,  1921-2.  The 
Unique  set  of  circular  card-money 
(£  down,  5 pieces)  exhibited  in 
Dublin’s  Civic  Museum.  Details: 
Denton,  P.O.  Box  25,  Orpington, 


Kent,  England  (Telephone  +44  1689 
873690). 


AFFORDABLE  SUPPLIES:  Please 
send  for  FREE  COIN  SUPPLY 
PRICE  LIST.  Armand  J.  Toscano, 
P.O.  Box  40095,  Providence,  RI 
02940-0095. 


FREE  mail  bid  list  monthly.  United 
States  coins  and  currency,  foreign 
coins.  Send  name  and  address  to  Joe 
Sande,  Box  211,  Nichols,  EL  33863. 
Want  lists  solicited. 


ANCIENT  GREEK,  ROMAN, 
MEDIEVAL  COINS.  MONTHLY 
CATALOGS  WITH  VERY  REA- 
SONABLE PRICES  AND  DIS- 
COUNTS ISSUED  FOR  30 
YEARS.  FRANCIS  RATH,  BOX 
266,  YOUNGSTOWN,  NY  14147. 
□ Time  to  renew  current  ad. 


Rare  Coins 

Knowledge,  Fairness,  Integrity 

Richard  Snow  Brian  Wagner 

ANA  LM  2878  ANA  1 60624 

We  buy  and  sell  superb,  eye  appealing  certi- 
fied coins.  We  are  the  market  leaders  in  Flying 
Eagle  and  Indian  Cents  and  have  a broad  base 
of  knowledge  and  experience  with  all  U.S. 
coins.  Our  services  include  want  lists,  collector 
and  investor  counselling,  auction  represen- 
tation, with  your  long  range  success  as  our 
prime  goal.  We  maintain  a quality  inventory 
and^will  gladly  send  voua^  free  price  list. 


Call  toll  free  to  receive  our  FREE  ptice  list. 

(800)  323-2646 

Eagle  Eye  Rare  Coins 

P.O.  Box  257 
Seahurst,  WA  98062 

When  you're  in  the  Seattle  area, 
please  stop  by  our  office.  Call  for  directions. 


We  Buy,  Sell 
and  Auction 
Coins, 

Paper  Money, 
Stocks  & Bonds 


n.M. 


EvSTABIJSIlKD 
— *880  — 


Call  800-622-1880 

26  Broadway  - Suite  271,  NY,  NY  10004 
212-943-1880  FAX  212-908-4047 
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. Now,  The  Nation 
Honors  FDR  In  Gold. 


- f 


The  Franklin  Delano  Roosevelt 
Commemorative  Gold  Coin. 

It’s  a rare  honor  for  a rare  leader. 

The  United  States  Mint  announces  a 
beautiful  new  gold  commemorative. 


Not  Actual  Size 


United  States  Mint 

Department  of  the  Treasury 

Serving  America  Since  1792 


•Limited  mintage  of  only  100,000 

• Designed  by  master  sculptor/engraver 
T.  James  Ferrell  (obverse)  and 
graphic  designer  James  Peed  (reverse) 

• Portrait  based  on  photograph  of  FDR 
on  the  bridge  of  the  U.S.S.  Houston 

• Painstakingly  crafted  to  the  exacting 
standards  of  the  United  States  Mint 


•A  portion  of  the  proceeds  will 
help  to  build  the  FDR  Memorial 
in  Washington,  DC. 

•Comprised  of  90%  gold  and 
10%  silver/copper  alloy,  the  coin 
weighs  8.559  grams  and  measures 
0.850”  in  diameter 


Return  The  Coupon  Or  Call  l-SOO-JVIINT-USA 

Order  by  July  15th,  and  get  special  pre-issue  discount  prices  starting  at  $180. 


Name 

Address 

City  State  Zip 

Phnne 

MAIL  TO:  Ttie  United  States  Mint.  PO.  Box  582601 . Pittsburgh,  PA  1 5250-8601 

IMPORTANT:  Orders  are  not  valid  until  accepted  by  the  United  States  Mint.  You  may  cancel  your  order 
at  any  time  prior  to  shipment  and  return  any  defective  product  for  replacement  up  to  30  days  after 
receipt.  The  Mint  reserves  the  right  to  limit  quantities  and  may  discontinue  accepting  orders  at  any 
time.  The  U.  S.  Mint  reserves  the  right  to  accept  or  reject  coin  orders  in  any  combination  or  option(sl 
it  determines  to  be  in  its  best  interest.  In  the  event  a particular  coin  option  is  sold  out.  the  Mint 
reserves  the  right  to  either  process  partial  orders  and  make  refunds,  or  return  orders  in  their  entirety. 
Attention:  This  is  a limited  offer.  Please  act  now.  YES.  please  accept  my  order  for  the  following 
coins.  1 understand  that  mintage  of  these  coins  is  strictly  limited  and  that  orders  received  after  mintage 
limits  have  been  reached  will  not  be  processed.  Coins  may  be  delivered  in  multiple  shipments  at 
different  times.  1 understand  that  the  Mint  accepts  orders  only  under  the  pre-printed  terms  descnbed 
on  this  order  form.  Please  allow  approximately  4-6  weeks  for  delivery,  beginning  after  May  16.  199’ 
To  qualify  for  pre-issue  discount  prices,  your  orders  must  be  postmarked  no  later  than  July  1 5.  1997. 

DO  NOT  SEND  CASH.  Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to;  United  States  Mint. 

METHOD  OF  PAYMENT: 

□ Check  □ Money  Order  □ VISA  □ MasterCard  i..i  Amencan  Express  . Distvir'" 

o- 

Cr. 

Items 

’K' 

Pre -Issue 
Discouot  Pnce 

Subtotal 

F05 

Cold  Proof 

$225.00 

$195  00 

F06 

Cold  Uncirtulated 

$205,00 

$180  00 

FT 

Lapel  Pin 

$275.00 

$250  00 

FOB 

Pendant 

$270  00 

$2A0.00 

Credit  Card  Account  # 1 .1  1 1 

F09 

Prndant'Cl'.ii" 

$590  00 

$565  00 

MO 
— 1 

rwf!  Com  Set  | $599  00 

$550  00 

Credit  card  accounts  will  be  billed  and  checks  Date  | | 

deposited  upon  receipt  by  the  United  States  Mint  M'-nti.  '■  ^ 

Signature:  ....  Date 

" . [ ! Total  Order  Pnce 

$ 

FD1F037 
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9(gtliing  ‘Beats . . . 


'k  Experience 
'k  A Large  Expert  Staff 
^ Prize  Winning  Auction  Catalogues 
^Record  Making  Auction  Sales 


EXPERIENCE:  Stack’s  first  auction  took  place  in  1935,  making  this  62  years  of  selling 
at  Public  Auction.  During  this  time  Stack’s  has  conducted  over  600 
different  Auctions  and  catalogued  over  900,000  lots,  an 
unprecendented  record! 

LARGE  EXPERT  STAFF:  Stack’s  has  the  largest  in-house  expert  numismatic  staff  in  the 
world,  consisting  of  16  specialists  covering  United  States  Gold,  Silver, 
and  Copper  Coins,  Foreign  and  Ancient  Coins,  and  United  States 
Paper  Money.  Combined,  our  in-house  staff  has  over  300  years  of  cumu- 
lative numismatic  experience.  In  addition,  we  have  a large  roster  of 
numismatic  consultants  who  are  available  to  assist  you. 

PRIZE  WINNING  CATALOGUES:  In  just  the  last  six  years,  the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild 
presented  Stack’s  with  their  coveted  ’’Best  Catalog  of  the  Year”  award 
three  times,  plus  a special  award  for  “Extraordinary  Merit  in 
Cataloging”  twice! 

RECORD  MAKING  AUCTION  SALES:  Stack's  catalogues  feature  authoritative  cataloging 
and  profuse  illustrations  and  are  sent  to  a large  collector-base  mailing 
list.  These  factors  result  in  our  record-making  sales  and  extraordinary 
prices  realized.  For  example,  our  Oct.  ’94  sale  of  coins  from 
the  James  A.  Stack,  Sr.  Collection  achieved  35  new  record  prices, 
plus  many  highs  not  reached  for  over  a decade. 


Contact  Harvey  Stack 
or  Lawrence  Stack  today! 


123  WEST  57th  STREET,  NEW  YORK,  NY  10019-2280 

TELEPHONE  (21 2)  582-2580 

FAX  (212)  245-5018  OR  (212)  582-1946 

America’  Oldest  & Largest  Coin  Dealer  & Leading  Coin  Auctioneers  For  62  Years 


Save  your  time  and  money  - this  is  the  indus- 
try standard  for  modern  coin  pricing.  And  every 
single  price  has  been  reviewed  and/or  updated 
by  recognized  numismatic  experts  - over  one 
million  prices  - all  in  one  place! 


8 1/2  X 1 1 • Softcover  • 1760  pages 
• 40,000  photos  • SC25  • $47.95 


You’ll  also  find  over  30  pages  of  helpful  refer- 
ence charts  and  tables  and  instant  photo  identifiers 
to  make  your  searches  easy  and  enjoyable. 


Get  over  1 ,000,000  up-to-date  prices  in 

The  Standard  Catalog  of  World  Coins,  25th  Edition! 

Now  you  can  find  practically  any  coin  in  the 
world  minted  in  the  20th  century  - and  pin  an  accu- 
rate value  on  it  quickly  and  easily. 

In  one  glance,  you’ll  get  the  complete 
picture  of  every  coin: 

• detailed  photographs  of  obverses  and 
reverses 

• valuations  in  four  grades  of  preservation 

• metallic  composition 

• actual  and  precious  metal  weights 

• descriptions  of  design  details  and  edges 

• dating 

• mintage  figures 

• mint  and  privy  marks 

• world  numbering  systems. 


Over  1,000,000  fully-reviewed  prices 
Four  grades  of  preservation 
for  every  coin 

Complete  details  on  every  coin 
Helpful  tables,  charts  and  references 


If  you  are  not  completely  satisfied 
with  a book  you’ve  purchased,  simply 
return  it  within  14  days  and  we’ll 
refund  your  money,  less  shipping 


Credit  card  customers  call  toll-free 

800-258-0929  Dept.  P7NN 

M-F:  7 a.m.  - 8 p.m.,  • Sat.:  8 a.m.  - 2 p.m. 

/ 

Visit  our  website  at  www.krause.com 


